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Dear Participant

The North Korea International Documentation Project (NKIDP) is pleased to present you
with this “document reader,” which is intended to facilitate and enrich the discussion at
the June 16-17 conference “New Documents and New Histories: Twenty-First Century
Perspectives on the Korean War,” held at the Harry S. Truman Presidential Library in
Independence, Missouri. The volume consists of select Russian and Polish archival
documents that we hope will provide context for discussion on the Korean War as we
mark the 60" anniversary of the conflict.

The collection, compiled by NKIDP is by no means comprehensive, however, in
selecting the materials, the editors sought to include some of the most important materials
available and made a substantial effort to mine relevant official archives. The document
reader is organized chronologically, starting with March 1949 and ending in April 1954,

In compiling these documents, the editors received much appreciated cooperation and
assistance from scholars from several countries, reflecting the multinational scope of this
project. NKIDP is particularly grateful to Jakub Poprocki for contributing documentation
from the Polish Foreign Ministry Archives and Dongkil Kim for contributing new
Russian documents. The document reader would not have been ready for distribution had
it not been for the diligence of NKIDP interns Kathleen Harrington, Lauren Sungeun Bae,
Scott LaFoy, and Will Treece. For his sage advice, the editors would also like to thank
Jongdae Shin. The editors are especially grateful to the Korea Foundation, whose support
made the translation of many of the documents contained in this reader possible. Last but
not least, the editors would like to thank the Hon. Lee H. Hamilton, President and
Director of the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, and Dr. Michael Van
Dusen, Deputy Director, for providing Center resources for additional document
translations.

NKIDP is part of the Woodrow Wilson Center’s History and Public Policy Program,
directed by Christian F. Ostermann. The Project was launched in 2006 in cooperation
with the University of North Korean Studies (Seoul).

James F. Person
Coordinator, NKIDP

Christian F. Ostermann
Director, History and Public Policy Program



New Evidence on the Korean War

List of Documents

1949

1) 18 March: Excerpt from the minutes of a VKP(b) CC Politburo meeting.

2) 20 April: Memorandum of the USSR Minister of the Armed Forces and the Chief
of the General Staff to the Chairman of the USSR Council of Ministers

3) 18 May: Telegram, Leader of the Group of Soviet Specialist in Northeast China
to the Chairman of the USSR Council of Ministers about the Results of the
Chinese-Korean talks on Military Cooperation

4) 15 September: Memorandum, Soviet ambassador to the DPRK to the Chairman
of the USSR Council of Ministers.

5) 26 October: [Top Secret] Telegram, Joseph Stalin to Mao Zedong

1950

6) 19 January: Telegram, Shtykov to Vyshinsky
7) 30 January: Telegram, Joseph Stalin to Shtykov
8) 31 January: Telegram, Shtykov to Stalin

9) 6 May: [Top Secret] Memorandum on the Partisan Movement in South Korea,
USSR Embassy DPRK to USSR MFA

10) 14 May: [Secret] Telegram, Roshchin to Filippov [Stalin]
11) 16 May: [Top Secret] Telegram, Vyshinsky to USSR Ambassador in Beijing
12) 30 May: Cable, Shtykov to Vyshinsky for the Politburo

13) 25 June: Telegram, Ministry of Internal Affairs Report, “Report of the DPRK
Ministry of Internal Affairs”

14) 29 June: [Secret] Note on the Reception of US Ambassador Kirk

15) 30 June: Telegram, USSR Embassy DPRK to USSR MFA, “Report of the High
Command of the DPRK People’s Army”



16)

17)

18)
19)
20)
21)
22)
23)

24)

25)

26)

27)

28)

29)

30)
31)
32)
33)

34)

5 July: Telegram, Joseph Stalin to Zhou Enlai

7 July: Telegram, Shtykov to Stalin, Transmitting Letter from Kim Il Sung to
Joseph Stalin

8 July: [Top Secret] Telegram, [Beijing] to Soviet Ambassador
13 July: Telegram, [Beijing] to Soviet Ambassador

17 July: Decree No. 18 of the DPRK Military Committee

22 July: [Top Secret] Telegram, Mao Zedong to Joseph Stalin

24 July: Decree No. 19 of the DPRK Military Committee

25 July: Telegram from [Beijing] to Soviet Ambassador Roshchin

11 August: [Secret] Memorandum on the Political Situation in Korea during the
Period of Military Operations

11 August: [Secret] Memorandum on Economic Measures of the DPRK
Government and Government Bodies in Connection with the Military Events in
Korea

27 August: [Secret] Note on the Soviet’s Withdrawal from the Security Council

31 August: Telegram, Shtykov to Joseph Stalin Transmitting Letter from Kim Il
Sung to Stalin

22 September: Telegram, the Soviet Ambassador to the DPRK to the First
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs with Information about the North Korean
Workers Party CC Meeting

29 September: Telegram, Kim Il Sung and Pak Heonyeong to losif
Vissarionovich Stalin

1 October: [Top Secret] Letter, [Beijing] to Soviet Ambassador

1 October: [Top Secret] Note, Vyshinsky on Kiselev’s Mistake

3 October: Note, Stalin Reprimanding Vyshinsky on Kiselev Issue

3 October: [Top Secret] Telegram, Mao Zedong’s Reply to Stalin’s Telegram

2 November: Letter, Kim Il Sung to Stalin



35) 1 December: Letter, Kim Il Sung to Stalin

1951

36) 2 January: [Top Secret] Polish Foreign Ministry Report on Delegation’s Trip to
DPRK

37) 7 January: [Secret] Report from Polish Embassy in Beijing to Warsaw

38) 11 January: Report from Chief Military Adviser to the KNA General-Lieutenant,
Razuvayev to the Chief of the General Staff of the Soviet Army General of the
Army, S.M. Shtemenko

39) 4 May: Report on the Conditions of the Korean People’s Army

40) 6 May: Cable, Moscow to [Beijing], to the Soviet Ambassador

41) 11 May: [Secret] Report, Cousellor of the USSR Embassy in the DPRK to
Deputy USSR Minister of Foreign Affairs Cde. V. A. Zorin

42) 22 May: Cable, Joseph Stalin to Mao Zedong
43) 25 May: Cable, Mao Zedong to Joseph Stalin
44) 26 May: Cable, Joseph Stalin to Mao Zedong
45) 27 May: Cable, Mao Zedong to Joseph Stalin
46) 29 May: Cable, Joseph Stalin to Mao Zedong

47)  June: Report on the State of Political Morale and the Organization of Party
Political Work

48)  June: Report on the State of the Air Forces

49) 4 June: Telegram, Mao Zedong to Joseph Stalin
50) 4 June: Telegram, Mao Zedong to Joseph Stalin
51) 9 June: Cable, Mao Zedong to Joseph Stalin

52) 15 June: Cable, Mao Zedong to Joseph Stalin

53) 16 June: Report from General-Major Kochergin to the Chief of the Main
Operations Directorate of the General Staff of the Soviet Army



54)
55)
56)
57)
58)
59)
60)
61)
62)

63)

64)

65)

66)

67)

68)

69)

70)

71)

72)

30 June: Report from the Polish Embassy DPRK to Warsaw
5 July: Cable, Mao Zedong to Joseph Stalin

9 July: Cable, Mao Zedong to Joseph Stalin

10 July: Cable, Mao Zedong to Joseph Stalin

11 July: Cable, Mao Zedong to Joseph Stalin

12 July: Cable, Mao Zedong to Joseph Stalin

12 July: Cable, Joseph Stalin to Mao Zedong

13 July: Cable, Mao Zedong to Joseph Stalin

14 July: Cable, Joseph Stalin to Mao Zedong

15 July: Report from the Polish Embassy Beijing to the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs

21 July: Cable, Joseph Stalin to Mao Zedong

31 August: Telegram, the DPRK Embassy USSR to the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of the USSR

1 September: Report from the Polish Embassy DPRK to the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs in Warsaw

7, 10, 13 September: Record of a Telephone Conversation with DPRK Embassy
Cousellor Li Dong Gen

10 September: [Top Secret] Report to Soviet Ambassador to the DPRK,
“Political Attitudes and Korean-Chinese Relations in Connection with the
Armistice Talks”

11 September: [Secret] Memorandum, USSR Embassy in the DPRK to Khalin
No date; Written after 15 September 1951: Memorandum for the Record on the
Condition and the Results of the Combat Operations from November 1950
through September 1951.

20 September: Cable Mao Zedong to Stalin

26 September: Cable, Joseph Stalin to Mao Zedong



73)

4 October: Cable, Mao Zedong to Joseph Stalin

74) 7 October: Cable, Joseph Stalin to Mao Zedong

75) 18 October: Cable, Mao Zedong to Joseph Stalin

76) 24 October: Cable, Mao Zedong to Joseph Stalin

77) 25 October: Cable, Mao Zedong to Joseph Stalin

78) 31 October: Cable, Mao Zedong to Joseph Stalin

79) 1 November: Cable, Mao Zedong to Joseph Stalin

80) 13 November: Cable, Joseph Stalin to Mao Zedong

81) 13 November: Cable, Joseph Stalin to Mao Zedong

82) 19 November: Cable, Joseph Stalin to Mao Zedong

83) 29 November: Kim Il Sung’s Decree of the DPRK Cabinet Ministers

84) 12 December: Report from the USSR Embassy DPRK to Deputy USSR Minister
of Foreign Affairs, Gromyko

1952

85) 31 January: Cable, Mao Zedong to Joseph Stalin

86) 10 March: Cable, Mao Zedong to Joseph Stalin

87) 13 March: Cable, Pyongyang to Feder

88) 22 April: Cable, Mao Zedong to Joseph Stalin

89)  May: Draft Decree of the USSR Council of Ministers on Measures to Increase the
Effectiveness of the Combat Operations of the 64" Fighter Aviation Corps.

90) No date; between 19 May and 15 June. Report to Stalin on Condition of Corps
with Measures to Improve Effectiveness.

91) 28 May: Report of the USSR Ministry of War to I. V. Stalin about measures to

improve the effectiveness of the combat operations of the 64™ 1AK.



92)

2 July: Directive of the Chief of the General Staff of the Soviet Army V. D.
Solﬁolovsky about the procedure to replacing two fighter aviation divisions in the
64" IAK

93) 7 July: [Top Secret] Cable from Vyshinsky to Molotov

94) 8 August: Report from the Polish Embassy DPRK to the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs in Warsaw

95) 24 August: Cable, Mao Zedong to Joseph Stalin with an attachment of a cable
from Kim Il Sung to Mao Zedong

96) 4 September: Record of a Conversation between Joseph Stalin, Kim 1l Sung, and
Peng Dehuai

97) 12 September: [Top Secret] Record of a Conversation with the Chief of the
Organization Department of the CC of the KWP Cde. Pak Yen Bin and Cde. V.I.
Ivanenko, Counsellor of the USSR Embassy in the DPRK

98) 30 October: Report, General-Lieutenant to General-Colonel, Cde. M.S. Malinin

99) 20 November — 31 December: Report from the Polish Embassy DPRK to the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Warsaw

100) 17 December: Cable, Mao Zedong to Semenov

1953

101) 1 January- 28 February: Report from the Polish Embassy DPRK to the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs in Warsaw

102) 3 January: A Personal Letter from Kim Il Sung to Joseph Stalin

103) 24 January: [Confidential] Report from the Polish Embassy DPRK Ministry of
Foreign Affairs in Warsaw

104) 27 January: [Secret] Report, Polish Embassy DPRK Ministry of Foreign Affairs
in Warsaw

105) 6 February: [Top Secret] Report, Polish Embassy DPRK Ministry of Foreign
Affairs in Warsaw

106) 8 February: Report of Col. Berezhnoy, chief of staff of the 64™ IAK [Fighter

Aviation Corps]



107)

108)

109)

110)

111)

112)

113)

114)

115)

116)

117)

118)

119)

11 February: [Top Secret] Report, Polish Embassy DPRK to the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs in Warsaw

22 February: [Secret] Report, Polish Embassy in the DPRK to the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs in Warsaw

1 March — 30 April: Report, Polish Embassy in the DPRK to the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs in Warsaw

31 March: Statement of Molotov, Minister of Foreign Affairs on the Korean
Question

5 June: [Secret] Report, Polish Embassy DPRK to the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs in Warsaw

26 June — 31 July: Report, Polish Embassy in the DPRK to the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs in Warsaw

No date; written after 27 July: Report of the Commander of the 64" IAK
[Fighter Aviation Corps] of the Soviet Air Forces with a Brief Analysis of the
Combat Operations of Units of the Corps in the Korean Theater of Combat
Operations during the Period from June 1951 through 27 July 1953

3 July: Telegram, Soviet Chargé to PRC to the Chairman of the USSR Council of
Ministers with Draft Reply of the Commander-in-Chief of the Korean People's
Army and the Commanding General of the Chinese People's VVolunteers to the
Letter of the Commanding General of the UN Multinational Forces and with a
Note from the Chinese-Korean Delegation about the State of the Armistice
Negotiations

16 July: [Secret] Report, Polish Embassy DPRK to the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs in Warsaw

24 July: Draft Telegram to North Korea Concerning the Issue of the Participation
of Cde Kim Il Sung in the Signing of the Armistice Agreement

27 July: Report, Malenkov to Kim 1l Sung

29 July: Telegram, Kim Il Sung to the Chairman of the Soviet Council of
Ministers on the occasion of the signing of the Korean Armistice Agreement

29 July: Telegram, Soviet ambassador to the PRC to the Chairman of the Soviet
Council of Ministers about a meeting with the Chairman of the Central People's
Government of the PRC on the occasion of the successful conclusion of the
negotiations and the end of the war in Korea



120)

1 August: [Secret] Report, Polish Embassy DPRK to the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs in Warsaw

121) 14 August: Report, Polish Embassy DPRK to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in
Warsaw

122) 2 September: [Secret] Report, Polish Embassy DPRK to the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs in Warsaw

123) 12 November: Report, Polish Embassy DPRK to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
in Warsaw

124) 1 December — 31 December: Report, Polish Embassy DPRK to the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs in Warsaw

1954

125) 17 March: Draft of the Plans for Directives on the Korean and Indochina Issues
for the Soviet Delegation at the Geneva Conference

126) 15 April: Memorandum on the Question of a Conference of the Five Great

Powers with the Participation of the PRC



DOCUMENT NO. 1

[Source: Archive of the President of the Russian Federation (AP RF), Fond (F.) 3,
Opis (Op.) 65, Delo (D.) 775, pp. 74-76. Translated for NKIDP by Gary Goldberg]

Excerpt from the minutes of a VKP(b) CC Politburo meeting and the approved
draft of a Soviet-Korean protocol on the temporary retention of Soviet naval
subunits in the port of Seishin [Cheongjin].

18 March 1949

[...]

14. Korea.

Approve:

1. The Soviet-Korean protocol about temporarily leaving Soviet naval subunits in the port
of Seishin (Attachment N° 1).

2. An agreement between the Main Directorate of the USSR Civil Air Fleet and the
Ministry of Communications of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea about the
establishment of regular air service between the cities of Voroshilov and Pyongyang
(Attachment N° 2).

3. An agreement between the government of the USSR and the Demaocratic People's
Republic of Korea about the construction of a rail line from the Kraskino Station of the
Primorsky Railroad to the Honio Station of the North Korean Railroad (Attachment N° 3).
4. A USSR Council of Ministers decree on the renewal of and a partial change to the
agreement on the establishment of the Soviet-Korean Mortrans merchant shipping
companies and the VNO petroleum refining company (Attachment N° 4).

5. An agreement between the governments of the USSR and the Demaocratic People's
Republic of Korea about the conditions of an apprenticeship in technical industrial work
for Korean specialists in the USSR (Attachment N° 5).

6. A note about establishing a Soviet trade mission in Korea (Attachment N° 6).

CC Secretary

PROTOCOL

Article 1



The government of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics agrees to grant the request of
the Democratic People's Republic of Korea and, in view of the presence of American
troops in South Korea, to temporarily leave subunits of its navy in the port of Seishin; the
government of the USSR assumes all the expenses associated with the maintenance of
these naval subunits.

Article 2

The government of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea commits itself to put at
the disposition of the government of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics the port
equipment and facilities necessary to meet the requirements for basing these naval
subunits at the port of Seishin.

Article 3

The government of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea agrees to exempt from
customs inspection, customs fees, and customs duties freight being sent from the USSR
for maintenance of the naval subunits at the port of Seishin and also the cargo being sent
from the USSR which belongs to these subunits.

Soviet citizens serving the naval subunits will cross the Korean border while traveling
from the USSR to Korea and from Korea to the USSR on documents issued by the
appropriate Soviet organizations in a manner approved by the sides.

for the government of for the government of

the Democratic People's the Union of Soviet

Republic of Korea Socialist Republics
* % %

DOCUMENT NO. 2

[Source: AP RF, F. 3, Op. 1, D. 839, pp. 13-14. Translated for NKIDP by Gary
Goldberg]

Memorandum of the USSR Minister of Armed Forces and the Chief of the General
Staff to the Chairman of the USSR Council of Ministers

N° 17064, 20 April 1949

We report information about the situation in Korea at the 38th parallel. After the
withdrawal of our troops from North Korea violations at the 38th parallel from the
"Southerners" took on a provocative and systematic nature. These violations have
become more frequent in the past month.



There were a total of 37 violations committed during the period from 1 January to 15
April along the entire 38th parallel, of which 24 were between 15 March and 15 April.

The nature of the violations is clashes of police security units from compan?]/ to battalion
strength accompanied by small arms and mortar fire and crossing of the 38" parallel by
the "Southerners™.

In all cases of the violations the "Southerners” opened fire first.

During March and April the "Southerners™ moved part of [their] field troops closer to the
38th parallel at the same time as the situation at the 38th parallel became aggravated.

For example, the 1st Infantry Brigade from Seoul has been moved to the area of Kaesong.

According to information which requires confirmation the concentration of the troops of
the "Southerners” toward the 38" parallel is continuing.

It is not excluded that new provocations against the troops of the North Korean
government might occur from the "Southerners™, bringing into action larger forces than
what has occurred thus far.

Taking this into consideration, we think it advisable to recommend to the command of
the forces of the North Korean government to take adequate measures to be ready to
respond to a possibly larger provocative act by the "Southerners".

Vasilevsky
Shtemenko

DOCUMENT NO. 3
[Source: AP RF, F. 4, Op. 1, D. 331, pp. 59-61. Original]
Telegram From the Leader of the Group of Soviet Specialists in Northeast China to
the Chairman of the USSR Council of Ministers about the Results of the Chinese-
Korean Talks on Military Cooperation, 18 May 1949

N° 14
N° 54611 18 May 1949 1718

Yesterday, 17 May, Mao Zedong asked me to inform you of the following:



1. Kim Il, the Chief of the Political Directorate of the Korean Army, arrived from North
Korea (he participated in the partisan movement in Manchuria together with Kim Il
Sung). Cde. Kim Il has the authority to discuss the following issues with the CPC CC:

1. The situation in the Orient.
2. The creation of an information bureau.
3. Aid to North Korea with officer personnel and weapons.

Cde. Mao Zedong said that he thinks that the issue of creating an Eastern Information
Bureau [informbyuro] is still premature [ne sozrel]. Of the 12 countries in the Orient the
Chinese Communist Party has ties for now with only five: the MNR, Thailand, Indochina,
the Philippines, and Korea, and with the others, even with Japan and Indonesia,
permanent ties have not been organized. We know little of the situation in these countries.
Therefore, he said, it is better to first establish these ties, study the situation, and only

then begin creating an Eastern Communist [SIC, Kominformbyuro] Information Bureau.
[North Korea] ought to limit itself right now to the establishment of mutual [SIC,
vzaimnye] telegraph agencies with the aid of which ideas on specific issues are

exchanged as they arise.

2. As regards helping North Korea with officer personnel and weapons, Cde. Mao
Zedong said that such aid would be granted. There are one and a half million Koreans in
Manchuria, from which two Korean divisions have been formed (of 10,000 men each).
One of them has combat experience. It took an active part in battles with the Kuomintang
troops in Manchuria. We can transfer these divisions to North Korea at any time at their
request. But as long as the Korean comrades have no need of them we will supply these
divisions with everything and train them. In addition, we have also trained 200 officers
who are undergoing additional training right now and in a month they can be sent to
Korea.

If a war breaks out between North and South Korea we are also ready to give everything
that is in our power, especially for these divisions (food and weapons).

The Korean comrades think that the American troops might be evacuated from South
Korea in the near future but they are afraid that Japanese troops will come there to
replace the American troops with whose aid the Southerners might mount an attack on
North Korea.

We advised them to counterattack these troops but when so doing take into consideration
the presence or absence of Japanese troops in the South Korean army without fail. If
Japanese units take part then exhibit caution and in the event that the enemy has the
superior forces then it is better give up part of their own territory to be in more
advantageous conditions to surround the invading troops and rout them.

We advised them to prepare the Party, the troops, and the people ideologically that such a
situation is possible and that this would not mean the defeat of democratic Korea but only
a strategic maneuver.



If the Americans leave and the Japanese do not come, we do not advise the Korean
comrades to mount an attack on South Korea in this situation but to wait for a more
suitable situation because MacArthur might quickly move Japanese units and weapons to
Korea during this attack. We cannot give quick substantial support since all our main
forces have withdrawn beyond the Yangtze River.

We think that such a step, an attack by North Korea on the South, might be mounted at
the beginning of 1950 if the situation at the beginning of 1950 favors this. Then, in the
event of an invasion of Korea by Japanese troops, we will be able to quickly move our
crack troops and defeat the Japanese forces.

Of course, added Cde. Mao Zedong, we would take all our steps in this direction only
after coordinating them with Moscow.

3. With regard to the establishment of trade relations with North Korea and also the
resolution of the issue of the use of the hydroelectric power station on the Yalu River we
suggested that Cde. Kim Il to go to Mukden and come to an agreement [dogovorit'sya,
which can also mean "negotiate] on these issues with Cde. Gao Gang.

Cde. Mao Zedong passed the information in the presence of Cdes. Zhu De, Liu Shaoqi,
Zhou Enlai, [Dong Biwu], Chen Yun, and [Bo Yibo].

Kovalev

DOCUMENT NO. 4

[Source: AP RF, F. 3, Op. 65, D. 776, pp. 1-21. Translated for NKIDP by Gary
Goldberg]

Memorandum from the Soviet ambassador to the DPRK to the Chairman of the
USSR Council of Ministers with a brief description of the political and economic
situation in the south and north of Korea.

15 September 1949

As an addendum to my note of 27 August 1949 | submit a brief description of the
political and economic situation in the south and north of Korea and information about
the relative strength of the contending democratic and reactionary forces and their
influence among the people.

The political situation in the south of Korea



The political situation in the south of the country in all the four years since the liberation
of Korea from the Japanese is marked by a sharp political struggle between left- and
right-wing parties and organizations. The struggle between these two camps in
connection with the Moscow decision of the three ministers on Korean issues (1945) has
taken on an especially sharp nature.

The sharp political struggle between the left and right in connection with the Moscow
decision has to a considerable degree created an opportunity for the Americans to torpedo
the Moscow decision on Korea.

The Americans and the South Korean reactionaries, convinced that they will not succeed
in creating an anti-democratic government in Korea and seeing that the left enjoys great

authority among the people, have waged an active campaign against the Workers Party,

the vanguard of all the left-wing parties and organizations.

At the order of the Americans in 1947 the Korean police destroyed all the print shops and
closed the left-wing newspapers. An order was issued for the arrest of senior officials of
left-wing parties and organizations. The left-wing parties and organizations were forced
to go underground as a result of the terror and persecution. Especially great terror was
launched against the leftists in 1948 in connection with the arrival in Korea of a UN
commission and preparations for separate elections in the south of the country. Many left-
wing leaders were arrested. Many were shot without trial or investigation and landowners
would not lease land to peasants in the Workers Party and manual laborers and white-
collar workers were fired from industry.

As a consequence of such a situation the Workers Party of the South of Korea declined
from 900,000 to 240,000 by the end of 1948. A further decline of the Party's numbers is
occurring in 1949 because of the departure politically unstable [members] and the
repressions which are being employed against members of the Workers Party. A similar
situation is also happening in other leftist organizations. However, in spite of the terror
and repression carried out by the authorities through the police, the left-wing
organizations are managing to hold some of their own events.

The Workers’ Party and the leftist organizations associated with it are working among the
population of villages and cities: they explain American policy toward Korea to the
people and the traitorous behavior of the Syngman Rhee government toward their own
people, they denounce activity of the UN commission with respect to Korea, they explain
to the people the measures being carried out by the democratic government and the
reforms being carried out in the interests of the people in the north of Korea.

When withdrawing their troops the Americans set conditions on the Syngman Rhee
government that they could give him weapons only on conditions that the government
take measures to suppress the left-wing organizations and eliminate the partisan
movement in South Korea.



The government took such measures. Not only police units were enlisted to suppress the
partisan movement in March and April 1949 but also selected army units. The minister of
war, the minister of internal affairs, and the prime minister went to the island of Jeju to
supervise the suppression of the partisan movement and finally Syngman Rhee, to inspect
the operations of the military units and the police.

The operation to suppress the partisan movement on the island was actually led by
American officers.

Both sides suffered heavy losses as a result of the battles that took place.

According to an official statement of the South Korean government 15,000 rebels were
killed during the suppression of this uprising. According to the information of our friends
about 30,000 partisans and civilians were killed.

However, in spite of the measures taken by the Syngman Rhee government, this battle
did not have success on the mainland. They managed to suppress the uprising on the
island of Jeju but this movement is increasingly spreading on the mainland. According to
the information of our friends about 2,000 partisans are active at the present time. The
partisans have conducted more than 2,000 operations in 1949 and in areas of the
operations the population gives aid with food and clothing, informs the partisans of the
places of assembly of troops and police which are assembling to fight the partisans. The
puppet government itself admits that the troops and police are suffering heavy losses in
suppressing the partisan movement.

The greatest difficulties in the partisan movement are a shortage of militarily experienced
personnel and a great shortage of weapons and ammunition.

The CC of the Workers Party took steps to eliminate these shortcomings. Command
personnel and instructors are being trained for military instruction, and steps have been
taken to purchase Japanese and American weapons and ammunition.

The partisan movement is led by the CC of the Workers Party through its representatives.
According to a report from our friends all the conditions and prerequisites for a further
growth of the partisan movement exist and they are taking the necessary steps to expand
this movement.

The political situation is extremely strained for the South Korean government. The fight
against left-wing parties and organizations and also against the partisans which they are
conducting is not popular among the people and is provoking great unrest among the
people.

Syngman Rhee has not yet managed to unite even the right-wing camp around the
government. A struggle for power and influence by the parties in government continues
among the parties and their leaders in the right-wing camp. In his policy Syngman Rhee
depends on the Demaocratic Party (a bourgeois landowners party) and the organizations



associated with it. A number of right-wing parties oppose the seizure of power by the
Democratic Party. The work being pursued at the request of Syngman Rhee to unite the
right-wing parties and create a so-called national camp has still not had success.

The Workers Party and left-wing organizations associated with it are skillfully using the
differences in the rightists' camp and also the anti-national policy being pursued by
Syngman Rhee and his accomplices to the benefit of American imperialism and are
attracting to their side a number of centrist and right-wing parties and organizations
which are dissatisfied with the government's policy. The leftists have managed to bring
over [peretashchit’] a certain part of the prominent leaders of the centrist and right-wing
parties to the north of the country. The Workers Party has skillfully organized work to
attract a number of deputies of the National Assembly of South Korea to their side. At the
instruction of the Workers Party at meetings of the National Assembly deputies make a
number of demands directed at undermining the authority of the South Korean
government and American policy in Korea.

The petition of 62 deputies demanding the withdrawal of American troops from Korea,
the expression of a vote of no confidence in the government, and a demand for the
resignation of all the ministers can be included among such issues. This demand was
supported by a majority of the National Assembly. During a discussion of laws they
denounce the anti-popular nature of these laws and seek to change them.

Leftist parties and organizations manage to quite successfully denounce the government
of Syngman Rhee as an anti-popular government. The practical experience of the work of
the Syngman Rhee government during the year it has existed has clearly shown that it is
not able to solve a single issue in the interest of the people. The principal and main
political and economic issues, the solutions to which are expected by all the people of the
south of Korea, have not yet been solved. The land issue is one of these issues. Land
reform has not been carried out so far. The land is in the hands of the landowners. The
issue of Japanese property has not been solved. The problem of the working day and
labor legislation has not been solved. The problem of local government bodies has not yet
been solved. There are no elected government bodies in districts and provinces.

The people think that the National Assembly and government are adopting and enforcing
only those laws which are to the advantage of the Americans and the government, the
laws on taxes from the population, the approval of unequal treaties, etc.

The economic situation in the south of the country is also serious.

The majority of industrial enterprises are not operating because of a lack of electrical
power and raw material. Many enterprises bought by Korean capitalists have been closed
and the equipment sold off. Unemployment is constantly growing.

Agriculture is declining from year to year. Many landowners, fearing land reform, are
taking steps to sell land to the peasants. Peasants are refusing to buy because of a lack of
money. Wishing to force the peasant to buy the land, the landowner refuses to lease him
the land. Thus, much land remains unworked and fallow and the peasants go hungry. A



second important factor in agriculture is the lack of fertilizer. American firms are
supplying fertilizer, however Korean peasants do not want to buy it because of the poor
quality and high price. The decrease of cultivated land and production of agricultural
output continues as a consequence of such a situation in agriculture. The government rice
purchase plan for 1948 provided for purchasing 7,500,000 sek (one sek equals 150 kg)
but actually bought 3,700,000 sek, or 49.4%. The reduction of the production of grain has
led to the government not being able to ensure the supply of the population with food.
According to a statement by the Minister of Land and Forestry the government planned to
provide a population of 7,200,000 with a ration of 450 grams a day. However, the food
collected is sufficiently only to supply 2,900,000 people with 300 grams a day. Such a
serious economic situation of the working class and peasantry creates a hopelessness
among them and causes dissatisfaction with the government and the policy it is pursuing.
The political situation of the South Korean government is not secure. The so-called
National Assembly (parliament) which has been created is not a representative body. Its
elected deputies have not a single worker, peasant, or progressive intellectual. It mainly
consists of landowners, merchants, and reactionary intellectuals. The government which
has been created and its ministers are not popular among the people and do not have the
authority and support of the broad strata of the people. Understanding the weakness and
the lack of authority of the South Korean government among the broad masses of the
people, the Americans are launching a number of measures directed at supporting this
government.

With the aid of their satellites the Americans have achieved recognition of the South
Korean government at a session of the General Assembly as the legal government, after
which America officially recognized this government and exchanged ambassadors. The
South Korean government has been recognized by 18 countries with American aid. Much
propaganda work is being conducted around this fact in the south of Korea. In recent
months the discussion of the issue of granting Korea a credit of $150 million has been at
the center of attention of America and South Korea. All this is being presented as
American aid. With the aid of the Americans Syngman Rhee acted as the initiator of the
creation of a Pacific Union to fight Communism to raise his prestige among the people.
However, the people of Korea regard this measure of Syngman Rhee with mistrust and
even irony.

A number of statements by American officials were made in connection with the
withdrawal of American troops from Korea that the Korean government would be given
aid to protect against an attack by the Northern Communists.

It is evident from those measures which the Americans are taking with respect to Korea
that they are interested in Korea not only from an economic point of view, to secure
Korea as a market to sell their goods, but also as a strategic bridgehead on the mainland.
A number of measures are being taken, primarily of a military nature and the suppression
of the forces which are fighting the current regime, in order to strengthen the current
puppet government of Syngman Rhee and his regime in the country.

The police measures of the government of Syngman Rhee



The Syngman Rhee government is taking the most brutal measures against left-wing
parties and organizations. All the left-wing parties and organizations have been forced
underground. Print publications have been closed and printing houses destroyed. When
the activity of left-wing organizations is discovered the members are arrested and thrown
into prison. Those arrested are subjected to unprecedented torture and shot. For example,
according to an official report in the cities of [Riosu] and [Supchen] by decision of a so-
called military council 1,170 people were shot from 22 October to 9 November 1948 for
participation in an uprising and more than 10,0000 were actually shot there. Also
according to official reports of the South Korean authorities 1,742 people were Killed in
March and April 1949 in the province of South Jeolla for participation in the partisan
movement. From far from complete information of our friends more than 80,000 people
have been killed in the south of Korea in these three years. From January to October 1948
136,000 people were arrested, of which more than 40,000 were tried and thrown into
prison.

However, in spite of the repression and terror being carried out the struggle of the Korean
people in the south of Korea for democracy and independence continues.

The South Korean government has more than 60,000 police armed with Japanese rifles
and American automatic weapons to protect so-called public order and fight anti-national
elements.

The condition of the South Korean army

The South Korean army has seven infantry divisions and five independent infantry
regiments and battalions. The total strength of the army is 85,000. There is an army to
defend the motherland of five brigades of about 50,000 men (a paramilitary organization).

Until 1949 the army was manned on a volunteer basis, however the main backbone of the
army is members of right-wing youth organizations who are sons of landowners,
merchants, and other reactionary elements. Officers, as a rule, are selected from Koreans
who served in the Japanese Army and also the Kuomintang and even American armies.
The army is not sufficiently trained in the firing and tactical sense. The experience of
combat operations at the 38" parallel shows that the units of the South Korean army are
poorly trained tactically, as a consequence of which they suffer heavy losses when
attacking. With respect to political morale, the units located at the 38" parallel show
themselves to be reliable and voluntarily surrender [only] individually during combat
operations. However, the experience of the work of our friends to demoralize the South
Korean army by sending their people there and conducting appropriate work shows that
work to demoralize the army might have some success. For example, as a result of the
work of an agent network sent from North Korea two battalion commanders and a certain
group of enlisted men and officers were recruited, as a result of which two battalions
deserted to the north of Korea in May 1949.



At the instruction of the Americans in 1948 and 1949 the South Korean authorities did
much work to purge the army of unreliable and politically unstable elements.

The army is isolated from the population as a rule and ordinary soldiers deal little with
the population.

Political work with the soldiers is done only in one direction, the fight against
Communism, the defeat of the army of North Korea, and the destruction of the existing
order in the north.

The political and economic situation in the north of Korea

The political situation in the north of Korea is marked by the constant growth of the
authority of the bodies of political power and a political upsurge of the popular masses in
the struggle to rebuild and develop the economy and national culture.

The existing democratic political parties and public organizations are united in the
Democratic United Front which coordinates and directs their activity; the leading
political party is the Workers Party, which numbers 900,000. Great democratic reforms
have been carried out during the last four years since the country was liberated from the
Japanese, that is: land reform has been carried out, former Japanese property has been
nationalized, and public education has been reformed. Laws have been published and put
into effect about labor and equal rights for men and women. Bodies of political power
from bottom to top are elected by the people and all strata of the population are
represented in government bodies: workers, peasants, intellectuals, merchants,
industrialists, etc.

All the political and economic reforms which have been carried out are secured by the
Constitution which was approved by the Supreme National Assembly in 1948.

Both the political and the economic measures being carried out by the government are
going successfully.

For example, during the election of deputies to the Supreme National Assembly of Korea
in August 1948 there was a 99.9% voter turnout and they gave 98.45% of their votes to
the Democratic United Front.

The economic situation in the country is improving from year to year. The economy is
operating according to plan for the third year now.

In 1948 the economic plan was fulfilled in all sectors. The 1949 plan was drawn up quite
intensively, for example the increase of industrial production in the first half of the year
was planned at 50% compared to 1948. The plan was 90.8% fulfilled for the first six
months of 1949. However, the increase of production for the first half year in comparison
with the first half year of 1948 was 34.6%. Agriculture also has an increase in cultivated
land, a growth in the harvest, and an increase in livestock.



The plan for agricultural tax in kind was overfulfilled by the peasants in 1947 and 1948.
As a consequence of the successes in agriculture the government created state reserves.
The government issues the population food monthly by food ration cards according to
established norms and varieties. At the same time there is a sufficient quantity of food in
the free market. However, the North Korean market is experiencing difficulties in
industrial goods. Market prices continue to remain at a high level as a consequence of the
shortage of industrial goods.

In these four years there have also been great successes in North Korea in the growth of
the national culture and art.

However, there are a whole series of difficulties in North Korea which have to be
overcome by the popular democratic government. These difficulties include a shortage of
skilled engineering and technical personnel in industry, transportation, and agriculture
and also an insufficient number of experienced and trained personnel in government
institutions and public organizations.

In spite of the solidarity of the people around the popular democratic government and the
people's support for the measures which it is carrying out there nevertheless is resistance
to the current political system from hostile elements.

Among those dissatisfied with the current political system are primarily the former
landowners from whom land was taken away, people who actively cooperated with the
Japanese, and also a certain portion of specialists who received an education in Japan and,
as a rule, come from a bourgeois landowning environment. The division of the country
into north and south and the presence of a reactionary government in the south of Korea

is a kind of stimulant to the activity of hostile elements in the north of Korea.

There is a growth in political crimes in 1949 compared to 1948. For example, in 1948 the
political security organs uncovered 1,248 cases which involved 2,734 people. In the first
half of 1949 665 cases were uncovered involving 2,771 people.

In 1949 they are distributed by [the following] types of crimes:

Terrorism - 622
Espionage - 356
Sabotage - 212
Wrecking - 11
Preparing an armed uprising - 221

Distributing handbills and

agitating against the current

system - 1,133
Treason - 66
Other crimes - 160



The growth in political crimes in 1949 is explained on the one hand by the withdrawal of
Soviet troops from Korea, which allowed reactionary elements to begin to act more
boldly, and on the other by an increase of spies, saboteurs, and organizers of
insurrectionist cells sent by South Korean authorities.

The improvement of the work of government political security organizations to identify
subversive activity of hostile elements also ought to be noted. The activity of hostile
elements is not a great danger to the current system, however the government and the
leadership of the Korean Workers Party are taking the necessary steps to combat the
activity of all groups of political criminals and work is being done to increase the
political vigilance of both workers of government institutions and the people.

The Ministry has about 28,000 police, armed as a rule with Japanese rifles, to preserve
public order and protect government facilities and institutions. There are three border
detachments and two police brigades with a strength of about 14,000 men to protect the
state border with the Soviet Union and China and also to guard the 38™ parallel. They are
armed with Soviet weapons. Thus, the total strength of the police forces is 42,000.

The Ministry of National Defense

The Korean democratic government has its own national army. The army was created in
1946. The main backbone of the army and primarily of its entire command personnel is
former partisans who participated in the war against the Japanese both in Korea itself and
in Manchuria. As of 1 August 1949 the strength of the Korean People's Army is about
80,000, including:

infantry divisions - five, with a total strength of 51,000 men.

infantry brigade - one, with a total strength of 6,000.

mechanized brigade - one, with a total strength of 6,000.

The brigade is still not fully equipped with materiel, tanks, and artillery. There is an
independent army tank regiment of 33 T-34 tanks.

Independent army artillery units:

1. An army artillery regiment of three battalions, of which two have 76 mm guns and one
has 12 122 mm guns.

2. An army anti-aircraft regiment of three battalions, one has 85 mm and two have 37 mm
guns.

Aviation. There is an air training regiment. It is intended to form a composite air division
of two regiments.

At the present time there are 24 combat fighters, 24 combat ground attack aircraft, and 18
combat trainers, and eight trainers.



There is a total of 26 pilots trained for flights on combat aircraft. One hundred and fifty
pilots are undergoing training and it is expected that 50 will be graduated in October to
fly on combat aircraft.

Military Educational Institutions
There is an officer's school which trains line, staff, and artillery officers.

There is a political officer's school which trains political officers for all branches of the
Korean People's Army.

There is a tank training school which trains tank crew members, gunner-drivers, and
radio operators.

Three Korean infantry divisions, a rifle brigade, a mechanized brigade, and artillery units
have been formed along the lines of our tables of organization and equipment and
equipped with our Soviet weapons. The personnel are well-trained in both firing and
tactics. The training was conducted under the supervision of Soviet officer-advisers and
in accordance with our wartime regulations. The officers are trained in drill and tactics,
however the headquarters still have shortcomings in battle management and working out
coordination between branches of troops.

On a whole the troops have not been tested in a combat sense. However, the participation
in battle of one battalion of the 1% Infantry Division in the [Kashinsky] sector shows that
the troop will fight well.

Two divisions of 20,000 men arrived in July of this year from the People's Army of
China. The personnel of the divisions have great combat experience of participating in
battles against Nationalist Chinese troops. Both divisions are equipped with Japanese,
American, and Chinese weapons. The command staff has combat experience, however
they are insufficiently trained operationally and tactically.

The Navy. The Navy of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea does not really exist.
The reasons causing the northerners to raise the issue of an attack on the south.

Kim Il Sung and Pak Heonyeong think that the problem of the unification of the country
by peaceful means is impossible in the present situation. The Americans and South
Korean reactionaries will not agree to a peaceful unification. Attempts to solve the
Korean question during the work of the joint Soviet-American commission and at the
subsequent UN General Assembly were unsuccessful. The creation of a patriotic front of
representatives of the south and the north of Korea which include left-wing, centrist, and
part of the right-wing parties of South Korea also does not guarantee the unification of
the country by peaceful means. The appeal of the patriotic front about the peaceful
unification of the country was rejected by the South Korean reactionaries. Accordingly,



they were faced with the question of what is to be done about the unification of the
country.

They proceed from the position that an absolute majority of the people favor the
unification of the country and the elimination of the 38" parallel. While American troops
were in the south of the country they told the people that American troops in the south of
Korea were preventing the unification of the country. There are no American troops in

the country at the present time. Accordingly, this obstacle to unification has been
removed. The people naturally ask what is preventing the unification of the country. In
the south of Korea the reactionaries are agitating against the democratic government and
against Communists, accusing them of being the obstacle to the unification of the country.

Kim Il Sung and Pak Heonyeong evidently are considering the situation and do not want
to be responsible for delaying the unification of the country. Without seeing an
opportunity to unify the country by peaceful means they have come to the idea of
unifying the country by an armed attack against the South Korean government. They
think that the people in both the north and south will support this step. Evidently they
think that if unification is not done at the present time, even if by armed attack, then the
issue of unification will drag on for years. The South Korean reactionaries will manage to
stifle the democratic movement in the south and break up and destroy their left-wing
organizations. At the same time the South Korean reactionaries are using this time to
create a stronger army and might attack the north of the country in order to destroy
everything that was created in the north in these years.

In conversations Kim Il Sung and Pak Heonyeong do not want to entertain the thought
that Korea should remain divided for an indefinite time. I do not exclude that Kim Il
Sung, desiring to begin an attack on the south of the country, is counting on aid from both
the Soviet Union and the Chinese Communist Party. Evidently he thinks that inasmuch as
Koreans participated in battles against the Nationalist Chinese troops consequently the
Chinese ought to help them, the Koreans.

My conclusions and my suggestions:

As before, and as | also pointed out in my note, | think that the domestic political
situation both in the south and in the north of the country is favorable to our friends. The
authority of the left-wing democratic forces who are fighting for the unity and
independence of the country is high among the people and the measures they are pursuing
enjoy the support of the broad strata of the Korean people.

However, it is necessary to take into consideration the complexity of the international
situation in which the start of an attack by the People's Army will be used by reactionary
imperialist countries against the Soviet Union.

I do not exclude that the Americans will intervene in this conflict and will give active aid
to the southerners. | also think that the numerical strength of the People's Army and the



logistical support which our friends have at the present time will not ensure the complete
defeat of the southern army and the capture of South Korea.

I consider it possible and advisable for our friends to generate and give every kind of
support and leadership to the partisan movement in the south of Korea.

It is possible under favorable circumstances to conduct a local operation to seize the
Ongjin Peninsula and the area with the city of Kaesong. It is possible to use the
provocations of the southerners at the 38" parallel for this purpose and to punish them for
violations of the 38™ parallel and seize the Ongjin Peninsula and the area with the city of
Kaesong and thereby reduce the ground front line...

T. Shtykov

DOCUMENT NO. 5

[Source: APRF, F. 45, Op. 1, D. 332, pp. 47-48. Translated for NKIDP by Gary
Goldberg]

Telegram from Stalin to Mao Zedong, 26 October 1949

MOLOTOV's draft of 26 [October] 1949
Top Secret

to Cdes. MALENKOV, BERIA, KAGANOVICH, and BULGANIN

I submit a draft reply to Cde. Mao Zedong's telegram addressed to Cde. Filippov [Stalin]
on the issue of Korea (see Cde. Kovalev's telegram N 234)

V. Molotov
26 October 1949
to KOVALEV and ROShchIN

Pass the following reply to Mao Zedong in response to his telegram of 21 October:

"To Cde. Mao Zedong.

We agree with your opinion that the Korean Army ought not to pursue an attack at the
present time. At one time we also pointed out to the Korean friends that the attack on the
south by the Korean People's Army that they had planned should not be undertaken since

this attack had not been prepared from either a military or a political standpoint.

In our opinion at the present time the Korean comrades ought to concentrate their efforts
in the struggle for the unification of Korea on developing a partisan movement, creating



liberated areas in South Korea, and a comprehensive strengthening of the People's Army
of Korea.

FILIPPOV["]
Report by telegraph when this is done.

Gromyko

DOCUMENT NO. 6

[Source: Archive of the Foreign Policy of the Russian Federation (AVPRF), F. 0593,
Op. 5a, P. 11, pp. 87-91. Translated for NKIDP by Gary Goldberg]

Telegram from Shtykov to Vyshinsky, 19 January 1950
Strictly secret.

I report about the frame of mind expressed by Kim Il Sung during a luncheon at the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the DPRK. On January 17 the minister of foreign affairs of
the DPRK Pak Heonyeong held a lunch attended by a small circle of persons, on the
occasion of the departure of the Korean ambassador Li Juyeon to the Chinese Peoples
Republic. At the luncheon from the Korean side were Kim Dubong, Kim Il Sung, Pak
Heonyeong, deputy minister of foreign affairs Pak Chong-jo,40 Li Juyeon. The trade
representative of the PRC Vyn Shi Chzhen attended the luncheon. On our side in
attendance were myself and the advisers of the embassy Ignatiev and Pelishenko. The
luncheon took place in a friendly, warm atmosphere. Kim Il Sung, Pak Heonyeong and
also the Chinese trade representative in their toasts expressed a feeling of love and
gratitude toward the Soviet Union and personally toward Comrade Stalin for the
liberation [of Korea from Japanese rule] and for the selfless assistance to both the Korean
and Chinese people.

Kim Dubong shared his impressions of his trip to the USSR for the 70th birthday of
Comrade Stalin. In his account he repeatedly underscored the great interest of the Soviet
people in Korea and the numerous wishes for quick unification of the country.

During the luncheon Kim Il Sung and the Chinese trade representative, who was sitting
next to him, many times enthusiastically conversed with each other in Chinese. From
individual phrases it was possible to understand that they were speaking about the victory
in China and about the situation in Korea. After the luncheon, in the reception room Kim
Il Sung gave advice and orders to his ambassador to China Li Juyeon about his work in
China, and moreover, while speaking in Korean, Kim several times said phrases in
Russian about how Li would act boldly in China, since Mao Zedong is his friend and will
always help Korea.



Then, after Li Juyeon left, Kim, addressing the advisers Ignatiev and Pelishenko in an
excited manner, began to speak about how now, when China is completing its liberation,
the liberation of the Korean people in the south of the country is next in line. In
connection with this he said:

“The people of the southern portion of Korea trust me and rely on our armed might.
Partisans will not decide the question. The people of the south know that we have a good
army. Lately I do not sleep at night, thinking about how to resolve the question of the
unification of the whole country. If the matter of the liberation of the people of the
southern portion of Korea and the unification of the country is drawn out, then I can lose
the trust of the people of Korea.”

Further Kim stated that when he was in Moscow, Comrade Stalin said to him that it was
not necessary to attack the south, in case of an attack on the north of the country by the
army of Syngman Rhee, then it is possible to go on the counteroffensive to the south of
Korea. But since Syngman Rhee is still not instigating an attack, it means that the
liberation of the people of the southern part of the country and the unification of the
country are being drawn out, that he (Kim Il Sung) thinks that he needs again to visit
Comrade Stalin and receive an order and permission for offensive action by the Peoples’
Army for the purpose of the liberation of the people of Southern Korea. Further Kim said
that he himself cannot begin an attack, because he is a communist, a disciplined person
and for him the order of Comrade Stalin is law. Then he stated that if it is now possible to
meet with Comrade Stalin, then he will try to meet with Mao Zedong, after his return
from Moscow. Kim underscored that Mao Zedong promised to render him assistance
after the conclusion of the war in China. (Apparently Kim Il Sung has in mind the
conversation of his representative Kim Il with Mao Zedong in June 1949, about which |
reported by ciphered telegram.) Kim said that he also has other questions for Mao
Zedong, in particular the question of the possibility of the creation of an eastern bureau of
the Cominform. He further stated that on all these questions he will try to meet with
Comrade Shtykov and to secure through him a meeting with Comrade Stalin.

The advisers of the embassy Ignatiev and Pelishenko, avoiding discussing these questions,
tried to switch the discussion to a general theme, then Kim Il Sung came toward me, took
me aside and began the following conversation: can he meet with Comrade Stalin and
discuss the question of the position in the south and the question of aggressive actions
against the army of Syngman Rhee, that their people’s army now is significantly stronger
than the army of Syngman Rhee. Here he stated that if it is impossible to meet with
Comrade Stalin, then he wants to meet with Mao Zedong, since Mao after his visit to
Moscow will have orders on all questions. Then Kim Il Sung placed before me the
question, why don’t | allow him to attack the Ongjin peninsula, which the People’s Army
could take in three days, and with a general attack the People’s Army could be in Seoul in
several days. | answered Kim that he has not raised the question of a meeting with
Comrade Stalin and if he raises such a question, then it is possible that Comrade Stalin
will receive him. On the question of an attack on the Ongjin peninsula I answered him
that it is impossible to do this. Then I tried to conclude the conversation on these



questions and, alluding to a later time, proposed to go home. With that the conversation
was concluded. After the luncheon Kim Il Sung was in a mood of some intoxication. It
was obvious that he began this conversation not accidentally, but had thought it out
earlier, with the goal of laying out his frame of mind and elucidating our attitude to these
questions.

In the process of this conversation Kim Il Sung repeatedly underscored his wish to get the
advice of Comrade Stalin on the question of the situation in the south of Korea, since
[Kim Il Sung] is constantly nurturing his idea about an attack.

DOCUMENT NO. 7

[Source: AVPRF, F. 059a, Op. 53, D. 3, P. 11, pp. 92. Translated for NKIDP by Gary
Goldberg]

Telegram from Stalin to Shtykov, 30 January 1950

1. I received your report. | understand the dissatisfaction of Comrade Kim Il Sung, but he
must understand that such a large matter in regard to South Korea such as he wants to
undertake needs large preparation. The matter must be organized so that there would not
be too great a risk. If he wants to discuss this matter with me, then | will always be ready
to receive him and discuss with him. Transmit all this to Kim Il Sung and tell him that |
am ready to help him in this matter.

2. | have a request for Comrade Kim Il Sung. The Soviet Union is experiencing a great
insufficiency in lead. We would like to receive from Korea a yearly minimum of 25,000
tons of lead. Korea would render us a great assistance if it could yearly send to the Soviet
Union the indicated amount of lead. | hope that Kim Il Sung will not refuse us in this. It
is possible that Kim 1l Sung needs our technical assistance and some number of Soviet
specialists. We are ready to render this assistance. Transmit this request of mine to
comrade Kim Il Sung and ask him for me, to communicate to me his consideration on
this matter.

*x k* *

DOCUMENT NO. 8
[Source: AVPRF, F. 059a, Op. 5a, D. 3, P. 11, pp. 92-93.]

Telegram from Shtykov to Stalin, 31 January 1950



Ciphered telegram Strictly secret
From Pyongyang
To Comrade Stalin, 1.V.

On 30 January | had a meeting with Comrade Kim Il Sung, in accordance with your order.
After referring to the conversation that took place on January 17 during the lunch at
[North Korean Foreign Minister] Pak Heonyeong's, | relayed precisely the contents of the
first point of your orders.

Kim Il Sung received my report with great satisfaction. Your agreement to receive him
and your readiness to assist him in this matter made an especially strong impression. Kim
I Sung, apparently wishing once more to reassure himself, asked me if this means that it
is possible to meet with Comrade Stalin on this question. | answered that from this
communication it follows that Comrade Stalin is ready to receive you. Kim Il Sung
further stated that he will prepare himself for the meeting.

Regarding the question of delivering lead from Korea to the USSR, I read the second
point of your order. Kim answered that he will take all necessary measures to secure the

delivery to the USSR from Korea of the quantity of lead indicated by you. He promised
to work out all necessary measures regarding this question in the course of 10-15 days.

31.1.50. [T.F.] SHTYKOV

DOCUMENT NO. 9

[Source: AVPRF, F. 0102 1950i op. 6 p. 21, pp. 84-108. Translated for NKIDP by Gary
Goldberg]

Memorandum on the Partisan Movement in South Korea, 6 May 1950
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in Korea Copy N° 1
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Top Secret
Attachment to incoming N° 1126s
23/V 1950

THE PARTISAN MOVEMENT
In South Korea

(Memorandum)

After the failure of a number of attempts to suppress the partisan movement in South
Korea at the end of 1949, at the beginning of 1950, the South Korean authorities
continued punitive expeditions against the partisans and the civilian population, which
sympathizes with them. Mass repressions occurred at the same time against supporters of
the democratic camp and members of the Workers Party in particular. Reactionaries
prepared conditions to hold elections to the so-called “National Assembly,” striving to
consolidate their dominance in the South and trying to give themselves a free hand to
prepare for a vigorous struggle against the Korean People's Democratic Republic.

By February 1950, military units of the South Korean army thrown against partisans
numbered 30,500, that is, one-third of the entire army™.

! Information of the Korean Workers’ Party CC
Thus, the command of the so-called "army of national defense" has created a 6:1
numerical superiority over the partisans. The advantage is considerably greater in the

most important individual sectors.

The total strength of the partisan detachments, which have been active in South Korea, is
5,250.

The partisan strength by provinces is as follows:

Province Partisan strength
City of Seoul 50
Gyeonggi 90

North Gangwon 150

South Gangwon 50



North Jeolla 300

South Jeolla 1250
South Gyeongsang 500
North Gyeongsang 2050
Gangwon 810
Total 5250

A broader partisan movement has been developed in the northern regions of the province
of North Gyeongsang, adjoining the province of Gangwon. There, the third group of
partisan detachments was based in the cities of Taebaek and Samcheok which is
commanded by Yi Hojae (a member of the Korean Workers’ Party CC). The first group
of partisan detachments was based in the mountains of Jirisan and Deokyusan (on the
border of the province of South Jeolla and South Gyeongsang) under the command of
Lee Hyunsang (a member of the Korean Workers’ Party CC). The second group was
based in the mountains of Songnisan and Minjujisan under the command of Pak
Yeonghak.

Communications between the Korean Workers’ Party CC and the majority of partisan
detachments and local Party organizations in South Korea were broken off in view of the
increase of terror and repressions in the South and the vigorous operations of the
reactionaries in March directed at suppressing the partisan movement. Therefore, there is
no complete information about the state of the partisan movement in South Korea.

Kim Dalsam, the Commander of the First Partisan Corps operating in the mountains of
Taebaeksan and one of the most prominent organizers of the partisan movement in South
Korea, arrived in North Korea from the South at the end of March. He is widely known
in South Korea as the commander of partisan detachments operating on the island of Jeju,
which heroically resisted the attack of units of the "army of national defense™ from April
1948 to May 1949, during the period of the popular uprising on this island. Kim Dalsam
has commanded a large partisan detachment (the so-called First Partisan Corps) operating
in the eastern provinces of South Korea since the middle of 1949. South Korean army
units and police began combat operations against Kim Dalsam's detachment in September
1949. On 16 November 1949 the Hapdong Agency reported that Kim Dalsam was killed
during one of the clashes in the mountains of Ilwolsan (North Gyeongsang Province). At
the end of March 1950, South Korean agencies broadcasted a report of the death of Kim
Dalsam a second time. The text of a report from Kim Dalsam to the Korean Workers’
Party Central Committee, which he wrote on arrival in the North, is given below in which
he gives a brief description of the activity of the First Partisan Corps. In spite of a number
of inaccuracies and contradictions, the report gives some idea of the partisan movement
in South Korea.



The First Partisan Corps of the Region of Taebaeksan®

Report of Kim Dalsam
3 April 1950

% Translated by Cheon Donghyeok, edited by Z. K.

One of the most important tasks of the Corp's command was the establishment of ties
with the Party CC and the aid of messengers for a report about the condition of the First
Partisan Corps operating in the area of Taebaeksan and the receipt of new instructions.
However, this task was not done because of a lack of time. The question of informing the
CC became especially serious beginning in January 1950.

All the detachments of the Corps arrived in the village of Gisandong, Subi District, at the
beginning of February and stopped there for a long time. A meeting of the Corp's
command was held on 23 February at which Commander-in-Chief Yi Hojae, his First
Deputy Kim Dalsam, Commissar Pak Chiu, and Chief of Staff Seo Cheol were present. A
decision was made there to send messengers to the Party CC with information about the
condition of the partisan detachments of the area of Taebaeksan.

A Feature of Enemy Tactics

In July, August, and September, in connection with the publication of the appeal of the
YeDOF [United Democratic Fatherland Front], the partisans of the area of Taebaeksan
developed active operations and destroyed a number of police stations. At that time, the
enemy was limiting himself to only passive measures against the partisans. His units were
mainly on the defensive.

Taking advantage of this and inspired by the appeal of the YeDOF, the population left for
the mountains en masse. At this time, false propaganda was spread locally among the
population; the main point of which was that as soon as 20 September arrived, Korea
would be completely liberated and the capital of the republic would be moved to Seoul.
This false propaganda was believed not only by the popular masses but some Party
members.

The command of the partisan detachments was not able to draw the people, who came to
the mountains, into the partisan detachments and train them accordingly. As a result,
when September 20 came and the enemy's autumn offensive against the partisans began,
the population, including some Party members, came down from the mountains en masse
and began to surrender to the enemy. Thus, the revolutionary spirit of the population,
which had been raised to the hilt, began to gradually fall. By October, the population's
disappointment was so great that it was even difficult to imagine.

For example, in spite of all possible measures taken to arouse the population on 2
October, during the large operation to capture the city of Andong, an extremely



insufficient number of people rose to support the partisans. From this moment, the
enemy began an active offensive against the partisans in accordance with their own plan,
"autumn operation."

However, the main forces of the First Partisan Corps continued their combat operations
after the Andong operation, destroying police stations and enemy army subunits. As a
result, enemy punitive operations were not successful. The enemy then mobilized three
infantry divisions to defeat the partisans. Kim Seokbeom, the Commander of the 1%
Division, was appointed the commanding general of the punitive expedition in the area of
Taebaeksan; Song Hoseong, Commander of the 2™ Division, [was appointed] the
commanding general of the expedition in the area of Andong; and Yi Eungjoon,
Commander of the 3" Division, [was appointed the commanding general of the
expedition] in the area of Yeongnam. The main headquarters of the enemy is located in
the city of Daejeon.

The enemy plan consisted of isolating the main forces of our corps from the partisan
detachments of the area of Jirisan, cutting off their path to the north and not allowing
them to link up with the partisans operating in Gyeongju, dislodging our corps in the area
of the east coast and completely destroying it by the end of December. On the other hand,
so-called “political departments” were created with the governors of the provinces of
North Gyeongsang, Gangwon, and North Gangwon with the goal of “concentrating™ the
population.

$»Concentration" of the population consists of the destruction of small population centers
in areas of partisan operations and forcible resettlement of the residents to large
population centers. (Editor)

The punitive expeditions have continued to the present time. At the same time. the
concentration of the population, the destruction of villages, and the mass annihilation of
people continue.

Beginning in January, the enemy replaced Kim Seokbeom with Yu Jaeheung and Yi
Eungjoon with Kim Baekil and increased offensive operations against the partisans usin%
aircraft, tanks, and an additional 500 policemen of Gangwon Province. The 16", 5" 25
and 22" regiments participated in the autumn and winter operations. The 16", 5" 25"
and 21 regiments are taking part in them at the present time.

Before September 1949, in the majority of cases, the enemy committed a platoon into
battle. In exceptional cases, they committed a company or a battalion. Beginning in
October, the enemy started to step up offensive operations. In November, no less than a
company was committed to battle. The enemy held each height with one platoon.

Recently, the enemy has used artillery in battle more often than previously. The soldiers
are given 90 rounds per rifle and 1,500 for a light machinegun.



After a battle in the mountains, the enemy does not leave his positions even at night as
long as the partisans do not withdraw. To avoid surprise attack from the partisans, when
moving, the enemy cuts down trees at a distance of 5-100 meters from the roads.

Before September 1949, the police operated together with the army, but during the
autumn and winter operations, the police were on the defensive. Police stations and units
have been turned into sort of fortresses. Stone walls nine Cheok* high and six Cheok
wide have been erected around them. The ditches in front of the wall have been dug up
[SIC] and barricades have been built behind them. Sixteen to eighteen posts have been set
up around the police stations and guard duty is performed by young detachments. The
police control the concentrated villages and the countryside of the mountainous regions.

% One Cheok = 30.3 cm.

The Concentration of the Population and the Devastation of the Villages

From September to November 1949, the residents of villages in mountainous regions
with 20-30 households were resettled to larger population centers located along highways.
Peasants were resettled on a massive scale from November 1949 to February 1950.

Documents found on the body of Captain Choe, a battalion commander of the 25"
Regiment, state the following:

1. Cut off the routes through which the partisans are supplied with food.

2. Leave only three or four population centers in each rural district where all the peasants
of the remaining villages of the rural district can be gathered.

3. Permit each family to have a daily threshing of three to five seung® of grain from the
harvest.

> One seung = 1.8 liters
4. Severely punish people who supply food to the partisans.

Three-fifths of the villages in the districts of Bonghwa, Yeongyang, Andong, and
Cheongsong have been resettled and so have three-fourths of the villages in Yeongdeok,
one half in Uiseong, and three-fifths in Yeongju. The remaining peasant villages are
being devastated or wiped from the face of the Earth in order to completely deprive the
partisans of shelter. There is literally not a single dwelling within a distance of 40 Ii°
from any mountain. The enemy has burned all the forests in the mountains in the districts
of Yeongdeok, Yeongyang, Andong, Yeongil, and Bonghwa in order to deprive the
partisans of natural cover.

® One li = 400 meters



No steps are being taken to provide housing for the peasants forcibly resettled to new
places. Four or five families are being herded into one room. The living conditions of
these peasants are hellish. There is a police station or a military unit stationed at each
concentration point. Young detachments perform guard duty there. Earthen walls have
been built around the concentration villages. The population centers with the most
reactionary-minded population are supplied with models 99" and "38" [Japanese-made]
rifles. The remaining population centers are being equipped with iron pikes and other
primitive weapons. Messenger-signalmen are being placed on highways at a distance of
50-100 meters from one another. When a partisan appears they immediately signal this to
a police station.

Residents do not have the right to go more than 150-200 meters from their village. Two
copies of each person's identification are prepared with a photo identity card. One copy is
kept at the police station and the other is issued in the established manner.

The harvest was conducted collectively guarded by soldiers. The grain that was collected
there was taken away to the police station in a vehicle. The population's food is stored in
the police station and is issued in accordance with a set norm.

Robbery, violence, and lawlessness rule in concentration population centers where there
are military subunits.

The extermination of the population became more widespread during the autumn and
winter punitive expeditions. For example, in the district of Andong 700-800 people were
killed in three months, November and December 1949 and January 1950; 2,000 in
Bonghwa district; 1,500 in Yeongyang district; 700 in Yeongju district; 2,500 in
Yeongdeok district; 1,000 in Cheongsong district; and 400 in Uiseong district. A total of
8,800-9,000 were killed in the seven districts.

In the village of Bunchenwi, Sonen rural district of Bonghwa district, more than 20
people were shot at the same time just because partisans passed through this village.

More than 200 people from 200 households were shot in the village of [Hegudon],
Yeongdeok district, because the residents had democratic sentiments. There are very
many examples of such mass Killings.

Eighteen people were killed who had family ties with the partisan Pak [Ben Do]. In the
district of Yeongdeok, all the relatives of our partisans were killed even down to second
cousins.

Six of our comrades in the district of [Yenhan], who had fallen into enemy hands, were
handed over to German Shepherds to be torn to pieces.

In the district of Bonghwa, the police walked our comrades to a bazaar, forced them to
dig a pit in the presence of the population, and then shot them.



There were cases where the heads of our comrades who had died in battle were exhibited
at a bazaar in the district of Cheonan.

The Activity of the First Corps

Before 2 October (before the Andong operation), the enemy was still operating passively,
and the terror against the population was not so severe. We maintained close ties with the
population with the aid of partisan organizations. We developed a partisan movement
over an extensive territory of the districts of Andong, Cheongsong, Bonghwa, Yeongju,
Uljin, Samcheok, and Munchen.

Large forces were thrown against the partisans during the winter campaign. Repression
against the population intensified. The food supply of the partisans stopped completely in
connection with the concentration of the population. Individual partisan detachments
were isolated from one another. The danger of the defeat of individual detachments
approached. It became almost impossible to get food without large armed forces. This
forced us to change tactics, that is, grouping our forces to hit the weak spots of the
approaching enemy and raiding concentrated villages to get food.

We set as our task during this period, not an expansion of the areas of operations, but the
preservation of our strength and the consolidation of all detachments around the
command to hit the enemy with relatively large strikes.

The consolidation of partisan detachments was accelerated in accordance with the orders
of the Party Provincial Committee and in connection with the upcoming movement of
detachments to the north. As a result, on 6 November all the detachments were assembled
in the mountains of Ilwolsan. However, the movement north was halted because of a lack
of new recruits and the losses of Second Commissar [Song Dya Chan] and other senior
officials. By this time, the mountains of Ilwolsan, where we were located, were already
surrounded by two or three rings of the enemy. The command then decided to take the
city of Taegu where the enemy had only 500 men in a single attack and inspire a popular
uprising throughout the entire province of North Gyeongsang. We moved south in the
direction of Taegu in two groups. One group advanced through the districts of
Cheongsong and Yeongil and the other through Andong and Uiseong. Reaching
Gyeongju, we were to have linked up with the Gyeongju partisan detachments and
attacked Daegu with combined forces. However, this plan was not carried out because of
a crushing blow received by the Gyeongju detachments. In the middle of December, both
groups joined together in the mountains of Mujangsan and steps were taken to preserve
[our] strength.

Detachments of the 1* Corps conducted 23 large combat operations between mid-July
1949 and 2 March of this year. The detachments received 77 new recruits during this time
with the aid of district Party committees. Partisans conducted combat and political
training in the mountains of Noeumsan for half a month. The partisans engaged in
combat and political training in the village of Gisandong for 20 days. Two issues of the



newspaper "Zvezda [Star]" and five of "Pkhyabyak™ were published. Political work was
conducted amongst the population continuously.

The Mood of the Workers

The partisan movement was not widespread in the cities. The partisans did not often have
an opportunity to meet workers; therefore, we were unable to deeply study the condition
of the workers. However, there is no doubt that the overwhelming majority of the
workers hate Syngman Rhee and sympathize with the partisans. In the words of local
partisan officials, the workers are ready to rise up at any time to fight the Syngman Rhee
government.

The Mood of the Peasants

The peasants' desire to obtain land is great. Peasant support for the 1% Corps was
enormous. They were deeply convinced that the partisans were a reliable support in their
struggle for land. The peasantry of South Korea want to become the same masters of land
as the peasants of North Korea. The peasants might rise up at any time to fight for land.
There are many examples of when partisans appeared in a village, all the peasants went to
meet them and held rallies.

The peasants of South Korea are impatiently waiting for the arrival of the People's Army.
For example, when the 7" Partisan Detachment arrived from North Korea, the peasants
rejoiced, considering the partisans soldiers of the People's Army.

The landowners do not live in the villages. They live in the cities or near police stations.

The partisans were not very worried about food until last September. The peasants
brought the partisans food themselves and provided information about the enemy.

Until October of last year, the peasants supported the partisans where the partisan
organizations were strong. For example, from the end of September to the end of last
October, our headquarters detachment, which numbered 100 men, was located in the area
of Yeongdeok. During this time, the peasants constantly supplied our detachment with
food.

Support from them almost stopped in connection with the resettlement of the peasants.
However, in spite of savage repression, the peasants strive to support the partisans by all
possible means. For example, in January, a partisan detachment of 40 men was in the
mountains of Yendusan, near the village of [Digenni]. The peasants of this village
secretly supplied the partisans with food. There are many such examples.

During resettlement to the concentration villages, the peasants buried surplus potatoes in
the ground for the partisans, which helped them a great deal. When meeting partisans, the
resettled peasants, with tears in their eyes, asked them to free them. Thus, the peasants
might rise up at any time in the event of armed support from the partisans.



The petty urban bourgeoisie also hates the Syngman Rhee clique. They will
unquestionably come over to our side when our forces are superior.

The soldiers of the enemy arms are extremely dissatisfied with service conditions. In the
words of prisoners, the soldiers eat only twice a day. They are poorly clothed and their
morale is low. They often refuse to attack partisans. In response to the question of why
the soldiers do not rebel, one of the captured soldiers replied that "it is possible to revolt,
but there is nowhere to go.” In response to the question ‘why do they not cross over to the
partisan side,” the prisoner answered that in the mountains, it is cold and hard to live.
This is the common sentiment of the soldiers. However, the officers are very reactionary.
During attacks, the officers are always in front. The officers behave very badly in the
villages. Robbery, violence, destruction, and murder are common occurrences. They
often give commands in Japanese. They give the soldiers vodka before an attack. Revolts
in enemy units are quite possible when our forces are strengthened.

Shortcomings in the Organization of the Partisan Movement

The biggest shortcoming is the lack of a particular base, a liberated area. Workers,
peasants, and even soldiers, the entire people of South Korea impatiently await a
revolution. The creation of a liberated area will be the incentive for the people to rise up
to fight for a revolution in the South.

With the increase in repression against the population and the offensive against the
partisans, it is becoming difficult to establish communications between partisans and the
population. The partisans have to fight continuously. The food supply is causing
difficulties, and there is no opportunity to treat the wounded. Therefore, the creation of a
liberated area is an urgent task of the partisan movement. A liberated area should be
created this summer by any means. The next shortcoming is the lack of communications
equipment with the aid of which it would be possible to maintain communications with
the Party CC and the partisan detachments of other regions. The immediate arming of
partisan detachments with modern radios is needed. If there is no opportunity to
simultaneously supply radios to all partisan detachments, then the first priority needs to
be to at least supply the 1% Corps.

Some Mistakes

The 1% Corps has made many mistakes in its activity from the moment the 7"
Detachment crossed to the South (in June 1949) up to the present time.

1. Relying only on Party organizations, the Corps took no steps itself to replenish its
ranks. As a result, whereas, on 6 November 1949, the 1* Corps and the 1% Brigade
numbered 420 men; on 2 March 1950, they numbered 370, that is, they were reduced by
50 men.



2. We have been too concerned about preserving the main forces of the partisans and paid
little attention to a vigorous and bold offensive, thereby giving the enemy the ability to
blockade the partisans and increase repression against the population. All the battles
during the winter campaign were unexpected with the exception of the one Yeongdeok
battle (21 January). We could not take the initiative into our own hands. We could not
completely occupy the city during the Andong operation because of insufficient
aggressiveness and boldness.

3. The agitprop work among the population, which we conducted, was insufficient. We
did not manage to rouse the population to fight the forcible resettlement or against the
terror and robbery, and we did not manage to organize and rouse the population to a
massive armed rebellion. We are essentially cut off from the population.

In spite of an enormous numerical superiority, the South Korean authorities were unable
to suppress the partisan movement or even weaken it during the period from September
1949 to February 1950. This is demonstrated by statements of officials.

On 21 January 1950 Shin Taeyeong, the acting Chief of the General Staff of the South
Korean army, declared in Taegu that the punitive expedition "was not going
satisfactorily.” He pointed out that the partisans were especially active in the area of
Andong (Hapdong Agency).

On 24 January Jeong Hyeonmo, the Governor of the Province of North Gyeongsang, left
office and Jo Jaecheon, Chief of the Police Directorate of this province, was appointed to
replace him. This move was obviously connected with a desire to pursue more vigorous
measures against the partisans in a province where they were especially active. The latter
was indirectly confirmed by the statement of Shin Seongmo, Minister of National
Defense: "Right now, the matter of the defeat of Communist bands in North Gyeongsang
and South Gyeongsang is going badly.” However, they will soon be completely
eliminated (Hapdong Agency, 1 February 1950).

On 11 February, Deputy Chief of the Security Directorate Chun declared during the UN
Commission's consultations with him, "Recently, attacks by 'wild boars'” have been
constantly increasing” (Hapdong Agency).

" Meaning the partisans.

In spite of the failures during this entire time, the South Korean press and radio have
continually published knowingly exaggerated and false information about the defeat of
partisans. For example, on 29 January, Seoul Radio reported that 4,382 were killed and
1,645 partisans were captured during 16 months of battles in the area of Yeosu while the
"army of national defense" had lost only 193 men killed.

The failure of punitive expeditions has forced the South Korea authorities to throw
against the partisans even more police units, which, as Kim [Dalsam] writes, were
previously on the defensive. On 7 February, Paek Seongok was appointed Minister of



Internal Affairs, replacing Kim Hyoseok. On 16 February, Roberto, the head of the
American military advisory mission, unexpectedly went to an unknown area of military
operations...

The "army of national defense" and police managed to inflict a number of serious blows
on the partisans during March, which can be judged even from the reports of South
Korean telegraph agencies (which, as before, in a majority of cases were exaggerated and
false).

On 9 March, the Hanguk Agency reported the defeat of the partisans in the area of Jirisan.

On 14 March, Shin Taeyeong reported that the punitive expedition against the

detachment of Kim Dalsam was developing successfully (Hanguk Agency). On 22 March,
the encirclement was reported, and on 24 March, the "rout” of the detachment of Kim
Dalsam. Finally, on 25 March, it was reported that Kim Dalsam had been killed.

On 27 March, Paek Seongok declared that "public order has already been established™ in
the regions of Taebaeksan and Jirisan (Hanguk Agency).

On 29 March, Shin Taeyeong declared that “the punitive expedition against the partisans
will end as soon as the detachment of Yi Hojae is defeated".

On 3 April, the chief of the punitive detachment operating in the province of North
Gyeongsang declared that "the army has completely eliminated the Communist bands"
there and that "in the future the peasants will not be resettled from areas of combat
operations and those already resettled are already returning to their places of residence™
(Hapdong Agency, 4 April 1950).

On 11 April, the defeat of the detachment of Kim [Sen Ho] in the mountains of Odaesan
(Gangwon Province) was reported as was the defeat of the detachment of Yi Hojae and
his death on the 13",

However, in spite of the number of blows inflicted on the partisans of South Korea in
March, the partisan movement there has not been completely suppressed. This is
demonstrated by a report (requiring verification) of the Korean Central Telegraph
Agency (DPRK) which says, referring to the newspaper Noryeokja, that during March,
the partisans of South Korea conducted 1,038 operations as a result of which the enemy
lost 570 soldiers killed.

The fact that the South Korean authorities could not suppress the partisan movement in
more than six months demonstrates not only the political instability of the reactionary
regime in South Korea but also the military weakness of the so-called "Korean republic.”

The South Korean authorities managed to inflict some serious blows on the partisans in
April. However, they could not completely defeat the partisan detachments. They only
weakened the partisan forces. According to information available to us, Yi Hojae is alive.



The false reports about the death of Kim Dalsam and Yi Hojae and also the enormous
number of other exaggerated and false reports demonstrates the desire of the reactionaries
of the South to mislead public opinion and create the impression of the complete defeat
of the partisans.

The leaders of the partisan movement in South Korea have made a number of serious
mistakes, which have led to a weakening of the movement and a number of failures. The
following are the main ones:

1. The partisan detachments do not operate vigorously and aggressively. They do not
sufficiently search for the enemy's weak spots. To a considerable degree their operations
are defensive.

2. The most favorable time to launch a series of serious blows against the enemy (August
and September 1949) was lost.

3. Communications between the partisans and local Korean Workers’ Party committees
and the CC and also ties with the local population were weak.

4. Partisan detachments were not organized from the local population. They are also
poorly involved in existing partisan detachments as a result of incorrectly directed
political work and because the majority of the South Korea population is not relying on
their own strength but on liberation at the hands of the People's Army.

A number of disagreements inside the camp of the South Korean reactionaries, which
have sharpened during preparations for elections, are undermining its position and
creating conditions to raise a new wave of the partisan movement in the current year.
26 April 1950 [signature/ V. Kiselev

Copy L. S.

Copy - to Cde. Gromyko

Copy - to Cde. Grigor'yan

Copy - to file

[handwritten]:

RF Foreign Policy Archive

F. 0102 1950i op. 6 p. 21 pp. 84-108
6 May 1950



DOCUMENT NO. 10

[Source: Russian State Archive of Social Political History (RGASPI), F. 558, Op. 11, D.
334, p. 56. Translated for NKIDP by Gary Goldberg]

Telegram from Roshchin to Cde. Filippov [Stalin], 14 May 1950

Strictly Secret

Cipher telegram
Distribution list numbering

N1. to Stalin

N2. to Stalin

N3. to Molotov
N4. to Malenkov
N5. to Bulganin
N6. to Vyshinsky

from [Beijing] from Roshchin 14 May 1950

Flash [Precedence]
special

for Cde. Filippov

At 1440 14 May | visited Cde. Mao Zedong and delivered your telegram to him.
Thanking me for the reply Cde. Mao Zedong reported that in a conversation with him on
the evening of 13 May the Korean comrades had informed him in detail about the
situation in the country and about the conversation with you. He agreed with the
assessments of the Korean comrades of the situation in North and South Korea and also
with their assessment of the correlation of forces between the north and the south.

Cde. Mao Zedong then pointed out that he had informed the Korean comrades of the
possibility of concluding a treaty of friendship, alliance, and mutual aid (after unification)
on the model of the Chinese-Soviet treaty but that the Chinese government would make a
final decision on the conclusion of such a treaty only after consulting with Cde. Filippov.
14 May 1950

Roshchin"



DOCUMENT NO. 11

[Source: RGASPI, F. 558, Op. 11, D. 334, p. 57. Translated for NKIDP by Gary
Goldberg]

Telegram
From Vyshinsky to the Soviet Ambassador to [Beijing], 16 May 1950

Top Secret
Enciphered telegram
Vyshinsky to the Soviet ambassador to [Beijing], 16 May 1950
[Beijing] to the Soviet ambassador
Flash
Special

Inform Mao Zedong that Cde. Filippov and [his] friends consider the opinion of Cde.
Mao Zedong to conclude a treaty of friendship, alliance, and mutual aid after unification
to be absolutely correct.

FILIPPOV"
Report by telegraph when this is done.
A. Vyshinsky
16 May 1950
to Cde. Stalin

to Cde. Molotov
to Cde. Vyshinsky



DOCUMENT NO. 12
[Source: AVPRF, Copy in NKIDP Archive. Translated for NKIDP by Gary Goldberg]

Cable
From Shtykov to Vyshinsky, 30 May 1950

[handwritten]: 30 May 1950

Cable Strictly Secret
reproduction prohibited
Copy N° 1: distribution list Copy N° 8: Kaganovich
Copy N° 2: Stalin Copy N° 9: Bulganin
Copy N° 3: Stalin Copy N° 10: Vyshinsky
Copy N° 4: Molotov Copy N° 11: Gromyko
Copy N° 5: Malenkov Copy N° 12: Copy

Copy N° 6: Beria
Copy N° 7: Mikoyan

From PYONGYANG N° 16030 1340 30 May 1950
16033 16044

Special. N° N° 408-410

SPECIAL
FLASH

To VYSHINSKY (for the Politburo [instantsiya]).

I met with Kim Il Sung, at his request, on 29 May. At the beginning of the conversation,
Kim Il Sung reported that the weapons and ammunition, which he had requested during
[his] stay in Moscow, had mainly already arrived. The weapons had been transported to
the newly formed divisions, and the delivery of weapons to the soldiers would be
completed by 1 June. He then reported that he had gone to the new divisions and
familiarized himself with the progress of military training and thinks that the divisions
will be combat-ready by the end of June.

Kim Il Sung reported that, at his order, the chief of the general staff had finished the
drafting of a decision in principle for an attack [nastuplenie]. The chief of the general
staff reported the plan to him together with Soviet General Vasil'yev. He approved the
decision, which had been made and the choice of the main blow during the attack. He
asked me to meet with him, the chief of the general staff, and Soviet General Vasil'yev in
order to look over this decision together. I declined such a joint meeting, referring to the
fact that |1 would be familiarized with the decision by General Vasil'yev.




Kim Il Sung then reported that they are finishing organizational issues in the army by 1
June. The navy is somewhat behind as a consequence of the fact that they had still not
received one trawler and one large subchaser [okhotnik] from the USSR [Translator's
note: "one trawler" and "one large subchaser" are circled]. The crews for these ships have
been chosen, but they are not being trained inasmuch as these ships are not available. He
asked me to take appropriate measures to speed up the arrival of the ships. I replied that
according to the information available to me the ships would be delivered to Korea at the
beginning of June. Kim Il Sung then explained that their infantry troops were ready to
conduct combat operations. Of the 10 infantry divisions, seven were already completely
ready to conduct offensive operations. The tank brigade and the motorcycle regiment are
also ready. Three new rifle divisions finish training in June. This suits them since they are
designated for the_second echelon.

He then explained that the southerners do not have complete information about the
People's Army and its combat readiness. However, they are undertaking a series of steps
right now to strengthen their army, although there are no large changes in the South
Korean army. Taking into consideration that the People's Army is prepared to conduct
combat operations, he would like to begin military operations against the South at the end
of June. It is disadvantageous for the northerners to put off the start of combat operations
further for two reasons. First, the southerns might discover their intentions and take steps
to strengthen their army. Second, there might be heavy rains in July and then the attack
would have to be put off until September, and this is extremely undesirable. Kim Il sung
then explained that, according to a report of the chief of the general staff, they would
need 16 days to concentrate the troops. Accordingly, they should begin_to move the
troops to the concentration area between 8 and 10 June. Kim Il Sung explained that this
issue had still not been put to the members of the Party political council for discussion,
and it was planned to raise this in the next few days, depending on the time for the start of
operations. | avoided a direct answer to his question about the time to begin combat
operations, referring to the fact that this is a serious issue and that he should consult with
the military as to how much time they need to prepare the troops and with the political
council, and then make a final decision.

Note:

After the conversation with Kim Il Sung about these issues | called in advisers Generals
Vasil'yev and Postnikov in order to find out their opinion about the degree of readiness of
the troops and the reality of the time to begin combat operations at the end of June.
Generals Vasil'yev and Postnikov think that much time will be needed to concentrate the
troops and for a detailed working out of the operation with the commanders of divisions
and regiments, and consequently, it would be advisable to begin the operation in July.
However, taking into consideration that there are heavy rains in July and that having
detected preparations for combat operations, the southerners would begin to strengthen
their army, they are inclined to [the view] that the preparations of the troops of the
People's Army might be concluded and the operation begun at the end of June.




My opinion.

Inasmuch as Kim Il Sung is disposed to begin the operation at the end of June and that
the preparation of the troops might be concluded by this time, we might accordingly
agree with this time. Kim Il Sung then reported that they and Pak Heonyeong discussed a
plan of political measures, which envisions that a peaceful unification of the country is
offered to the southerners. In the beginning, they were thinking of acting in the name of
the Fatherland Front and then in the name of the government. He asked me to receive Pak
Heonyeong and help him draw up these documents. | agreed.

At the end of the conversation, Kim Il Sung addressed a request to take appropriate steps
to speed up the delivery of the medicines ordered for the trade mission but not yet
received and for delivery of 10-15,000 tons of oil in June and July. Kim Il Sung stressed
that they had a serious situation with gasoline. | promised to take appropriate steps.

I support Kim Il Sung's request for medicines, and they also have a great need for
gasoline.

I request urgent instructions [be given] regarding the issues that were touched on.
12 copies yan. [SIC] 30 May 1950 SHTYKOV

Printed 30 May 20 20

Distributed

Issued by Rekunov

[Handwritten]: "In reply to your N°. The Politburo [approved]... your proposals. The
receipt of medicines and oil will be accelerated. /Vyshinsky/"

[In the lower left-hand corner underneath some illegible marks]: "Here is Stalin's
approval”

* % %
DOCUMENT NO. 13
[Source: AVPRF, Copy in NKIDP Archive. Translated for NKIDP by Gary Goldberg]

Telegram
Of the Ministry of Internal Affairs Report, 25 June 1950

TELEGRAM IN THE CLEAR FROM PYONGYANG

to Cde. A. A. GROMYKO



I am sending a report of the Ministry of Internal Affairs transmitted by radio on 25 June
1950

"Report of the DPRK Ministry of Internal Affairs.

Early on the morning of 25 June 1950, troops of the so-called ‘army of national defense’
of the puppet government of South Korea began a surprise attack on the territory of North
Korea along the entire 38th parallel. Having begun a surprise attack, the enemy invaded
the territory of North Korea to a depth of one or two kilometers north of the 38th parallel
in the area west of [Haeju] and in the areas of [Geumcheon] and [Cheolwon].

The DPRK Ministry of Internal Affairs has issued an order to security detachments to
repel the attacks of the enemy, which has invaded the territory of North Korea. At the
present moment, the security forces of the Republic are stubbornly resisting the enemy.
Security detachments of the Republic have repulsed attacks of the enemy, which has
invaded the territory of North Korea in the area of [Yeonan]. The government of the
DPRK has charged the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Republic with warning the
authorities of the puppet government of South Korea that if they do not immediately halt
their reckless military operations in the areas north of the 38™ parallel, decisive steps will
be taken to subdue the enemy and that they will bear full responsibility for all the serious
consequences of these reckless military operations.”

SHTYKOV

Sent by Chichkova
Received by Kirsanova

Authenticated by: [illegible signature]

DOCUMENT NO. 14
[Source: AVPRF, Copy in NKIDP Archive. Translated for NKIDP by Gary Goldberg]

Note
On the Reception of US Ambassador Kirk, 29 June 1950

[Handwritten]:
to Cde. G. S. Sazhin/Saksin
to Cde. /N. I. Molyakov/

FROM THE JOURNAL SECRET
OF A. A. GROMYKO 30 June 1950
N° 210/AG



RECEPTION OF US AMBASSADOR KIRK
29 June 1950

Today, I invited U.S. Ambassador Kirk and delivered a statement of the Soviet
Government to him in response to the statement of the U.S. Government of 27 June
(attached).

Having familiarized himself with the text of the statement, Kirk asked whether this was
also a reply to the point in which the U.S. Government asked the Soviet Government to
influence the North Korean authorities.

I replied to Kirk that the statement given to him was the response of the Soviet
Government to the statement of the U.S. Government of 27 June, including the point
mentioned by the Ambassador.

At Kirk's request the text of our reply was (verbally) translated into English for him.
The conversation lasted 10 minutes.

Present at the reception were Cde. V. N. Pastoyev, Assistant to the Chief of the Protocol
Department, and N. I. Molyakov, First Secretary of the U.S. Department.

DEPUTY USSR MINISTER OF
FOREIGN AFFAIRS IA. Gromyko/

Authenticated by [illegible signature]

[Handwritten]: Ref N 854/SShA
30 June 1950

Delivered to U.S. Ambassador Kirk
by Cde. A. A. Gromyko during a
conversation on 29 June 1950

In connection with the statement of the Government of the United States of America,
which you sent on 27 June, the Soviet Government has charged me with stating the
following.

1. According to reliable information of the Soviet Government, the events, which are
occurring in Korea, were provoked by an attack on border areas of North Korea by forces
of the South Korean authorities. Therefore, the responsibility for these events rests on the
South Korean authorities and on those who are behind them.

2. As is well known, the Soviet Government withdrew its troops from Korea before the
United States did and thereby affirmed its traditional principle of non-interference in the



internal affairs of other countries. Now, the Soviet Government stands by the principle of
the impermissibility of the interference of foreign powers in the internal affairs of Korea.

3. It is not correct that the Soviet Government refused to participate in the Security
Council meetings. Much as the Soviet Government would have liked, it was impossible
to take part in the Security Council meetings since a permanent member of the Security
Council, China, has not been admitted to the Council by virtue of the position of the U.S.
Government, which has made it impossible for the Security Council to make legally valid
decisions.

* % %
DOCUMENT NO. 15
[Source: AVPRF, Copy in NKIDP Archive. Translated for NKIDP by Gary Goldberg]

Telegram
On Report of the High Command of the DPRK People’s Army, 30 June 1950

in the clear
TELEGRAM
from PYONGYANG
30 June 1950
MOSCOW, USSR MFA, Cde. GROMYKO

| am passing on a 30 June report of the High Command of the DPRK People's Army.

The American imperialists pushing their agents, the traitorous clique of Syngman Rhee,
to launch an internecine war, have begun military interference in the internal affairs of
Korea in order to colonize our Motherland. American aircrafts began to bomb cities and
villages beginning on 26 June. At 1100, 26 June nine American aircrafts attacked the city
of Kaesong, which had been liberated by the People's Army. Our aircrafts put them to
flight and, pursuing the American aircrafts, shot down two B-29's over Seoul. At 1730,
28 June six American aircrafts penetrated the [Geumcheon] area north of the 38™ parallel
with the goal of attacking Pyongyang. Our aircrafts in the areas of [Geumcheon] and
[Gyedong] immediately engaged the enemy in battle. One American aircraft was shot
down as a result of the battle. On the same day, American aircrafts in large formations
conducted an air raid of the city of Seoul, which had been liberated by forces of the
Peoples' Army. Squadrons of the air force of the People's Army engaged the American
aircrafts in battle and forced them to turn back. An American four-engine aircraft, which
was patrolling over the Suwon airfield, was also put to flight. Then, four American four-
engine aircrafts at the same airfield were bombed. A squadron of the air force of the
People's Army lost four aircrafts in air battles. At 1730 29 June 27, American bombers
bombed the city of Pyongyang, dropping more than 300 bombs on the civilian population




weighing from 50 to 500 kg. There were casualties among the civilian population as a
result of the barbaric bombing.

Report of the Creation of People's Committees in Liberated Areas

Pyongyang, 29 June. In connection with the successful offensive of the heroic People's
Army, the population of liberated areas are restoring their bodies of authority, the

People's Committees. On 27 June, the People's Committee of the district of [Yenbyak] of
Hwanghae Province was restored, and on 28 June, a Provisional Pe ople's Committee was
created in the district of [Ongjin]. Provisional People's Committees were created at mass
meetings and with the participation of representatives of various sectors of the population.
The Provisional People's Committees include representatives of workers, peasants,
cultural workers, specialists, and representatives of partisans, who are defending the
interests of the people and fighting against the Syngman Rhee clique.

Report about Partisan War in the South

Pyongyang, 29 June. The partisans and the population of South Korea supporting the
offensive of the heroic People's Army, which, repelling the attacks of enemy troops, is
fighting in the name of the salvation of the Motherland and the people, are launching a
fierce battle to defeat the retreating puppet army of Syngman Rhee. According to reports,
which have been received, the population of the district of [Sancheong] of the Province
of South Gyeongsang joined with the partisan detachments, which were operating in the
mountains of [Dinsan], are delivering strong blows against the retreating troops of the so-
called army of "national defense" of Syngman Rhee, are killing reactionary landowners
and policemen, and are expanding the territory of their operations. The partisan
detachments of the areas of [Boseong], South Jeolla Province and [Hamyang], and South
Gyeongsang Province are expanding the liberated areas with the support of the
population and are advancing with fierce battles. A movement of the people is
developing in the areas of Busan and Masan together with the partisan movement, which
is bringing confusion in the troops of the puppet army and the police.

SHTYKOV
Sosnina
Incoming N° 1228-ag/ns
1 July 1950

Authenticated by: [illegible signature]



DOCUMENT NO. 16

[Source: RGASPI F. 558. Op. 11, D. 334, p. 79. Translated for NKIDP by Gary
Goldberg]

Telegram
From Stalin to Zhou Enlai, 5 July 1950

[BEIJING], to the SOVIET AMBASSADOR
Pass [the following] to Mao Zedong or Zhou Enlai:
We think it correct to concentrate nine Chinese divisions on the Chinese-Korean border
for volunteer operations in North Korea in the event the enemy crosses the 38" parallel.
We will try to provide the air cover of these units.

FILIPPOV
5 July 1950
Three copies printed

to Cde. Stalin
to Cde. Molotov

DOCUMENT NO. 17

[Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 346, Listy 143-144 and AVPRF, Fond 059a,
Opis 5a, Delo 4, Papka 11, List 151. Translated for NKIDP by Gary Goldberg]

Telegram

From Shtykov to Stalin, Transmitting Letter from Kim Il Sung to Stalin, 7 July
1950

CIPHERED TELEGRAM No. 405976/sh

From Pyongyang. Sent 8.7.50. 9:26

Received 8.7.50 11:15

Sent to 8th Department of the General Staff of the Armed Forces 8.7.50 11:35.

By telegraph.
To Comrade FYN-SI [Stalin].

I received the following letter from KIM IL SUNG addressed to us.



"To the Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the USSR, Generalissimo Comrade
Stalin, I.V.

I ask that you accept the expression of deepest respect and gratitude for the invaluable
assistance which you, Comrade Stalin, continually render to our people in their struggle
for independence.

Being confident of your desire to help the Korean people rid themselves of the American
imperialists, | am obliged to appeal to you with a request to allow the use of 25-35 Soviet
military advisers in the staff of the front of the Korean Army and the staffs of the 2nd
Army Group, since the national military cadres have not yet sufficiently mastered the art
of commanding modern troops.

Faithfully, KIM IL SUNG, Chairman of the Cabinet of Ministers DPRK.
Pyongyang. 8 July 1950.

SHTYKOV
No. 481/sh

8.7.50
Copies: Stalin (2), Molotov, Beria, Malenkov, Mikoyan, Kaganovich, Bulganin

DOCUMENT NO. 18

[Source: RGASPI. F. 558, Op. 11, D. 334, p. 82. Translated for NKIDP by Gary
Goldberg]

Telegram
From [Beijing] to Soviet Ambassador, 8 July 1950

Top Secret

ENCIPHERED TELEGRAM

[Send] only by landline

[BEIJING], to the Soviet Ambassador

Inform Mao Zedong that the Korean comrades are complaining that there is no Chinese
representative in Korea. It would be good to send a representative sooner in order to have
communications and to more quickly decide questions if, of course, Mao Zedong
considers it appropriate to have ties with Korea.



Filippov
8 July 1950
Distributed to:
Copy N1 - to Cde. Stalin

Copy N2 - to Cde. Stalin
Copy N3 - to Cde. Molotov

DOCUMENT NO. 19

[Source: RGASPI. F. 558, Op. 11, D. 334, p. 85. Translated for NKIDP by Gary
Goldberg]

Telegram
From [Beijing] to Soviet Ambassador, 13 July 1950

SPECIAL
[BEIJING]
TO THE SOVIET AMBASSADOR Only by landline and cipher
Pass the following to either Zhou Enlai or Mao Zedong:
"1. The British have officially turned to us through their ambassador in Moscow and
stated that, being bound by the decision of the Security Council, they cannot for the time
being give proposals about a peaceful settlement of the Korean issue but if the Korean
People's Democratic Republic withdraws its troop to the 38" parallel then a peaceful
solution of the Korean issue might be expedited.
The British are asking the Soviet government to state its opinion.
We consider such a demand brazen and unacceptable.
We are thinking of reply that the Korean issue became too complicated after the armed
foreign intervention and that such a complex issue can only be solved by the Security
Council with the participation of the USSR and China [PRC] and also calling upon

representatives of Korea to hear their opinion.

Inform [us] of your views.



As regards the Indian ambassador, we have decided not to reply to him since they have
made it clear that his statement is his personal opinion which the Indian government does
not share.

2. We do not know [whether] you have decided to place nine Chinese divisions on the
border with Korea. If you have made such a decision then we are ready to send you a
division of 24 jet fighters to protect these troops.

We are thinking of training Chinese pilots for two or three months with the aid of our
pilots and then handing over all the materiel to your pilots. We are thinking of doing the
same with the air division in Shanghai. Inform [us] of your opinion™

Report by telegraph when this is done.

13 July 1950

Copy N1 to Cde. Stalin

Copy N2 to Cde. Stalin
Copy N3 to Cde. Molotov

DOCUMENT NO. 20

[Source: AVPRF F. 0102, d. 6, op. 49. p. 22, pp. 130-157.Translated for NKIDP by
Gary Goldberg]

Decree No. 18
Of the DPRK Military Committee on 17 July 1950

Translation from Korean

DECREE N° 18
of the DPRK Military Committee of 17 July 1950

[Archival information handwritten in the left margin]:
F. 0102. [d.] 6 [op]. 49. [p]]- 22. pp. 130-157; the number "130" is circled]

The Food Situation in Seoul

In order to overcome the difficulties in the food situation in Seoul, the Military
Committee DECREES:

1. Create a committee to solve the food problem in Seoul with the following composition:



Chairman of the Committee [Lee Seungyeop]
Committee Members Pak [Cheonsik]
Kim [Gwangju]

2. Hold the chairmen of the Provisional People's Committee of Seoul, the Provisional
People's Committees of the Provinces of Gyeonggi and the southern part of the Province
of [Kogendo] [SIC] responsible for conducting a rapid accounting of the availability of
food reserves in these provinces.

Suggest that the chairmen of the Provisional People's Committees conduct an accounting
of commodities not needed for the People's Army in order to organize their exchange for
food.

3. Hold the chairman of the Provisional People's Committee of Seoul responsible for
organizing the evacuation of 500,000 people from the city to rural locations and to
industrial enterprises of North Korea in accordance with the attached request of
Ministries and Agencies.

Suggest that ministers and heads of agencies and also the chairman of Provincial People's
Committee and the City People's Committee of Pyongyang accept the necessary number
of workers by agreement with the chairman of the Provisional People's Committee of
Seoul.

4. Hold the chairman of the Provisional People's Committee of Seoul responsible for

drafting measures to ensure the safekeeping of the property of the population evacuated
from Seoul.

DOCUMENT NO. 21

[Source: RGASPI F. 558, Op. 11, D. 334, pp. 8-9. Translated for NKIDP by Gary
Goldberg]

Telegram
From Mao Zedong to Stalin, 22 July 1950

The Second Main Directorate of the General Staff of the Soviet Army [Translator's note:
this is the GRU]

Top Secret

Enciphered telegram

Copy N1 to Cde. Stalin Copy N 7 to Cde. Kaganovich
Copy N2 to Cde. Stalin Copy N 8 to Cde. Bulganin



Copy N3 to Cde. Molotov Copy N 9 to Cde. Khrushchev
Copy N4 to Cde. Beria

Copy N5 to Cde. Malenkov

Copy N6 to Cde. Mikoyan

from [Beijing] 22 July 1950

Extremely urgent

to Filippov

At 1430 22 July | received from Zhou Enlai the following telegram to you from Mao
Zedong

"To FILIPPOV.

Having considered the issues of the air cover of the group of our forces on the border
with Korea, the conversion of our aircraft to jet equipment, and the acceptance of the
materiel and equipment of two Soviet air divisions we welcome your offer and express to
you and the Soviet Government special appreciation for the air and assistance being
offered.

We intend to deploy a jet [aircraft] division designated by you to protect our troops in the
area of Mukden, two regiments [in the area] of Anshan, and one regiment [in the area] of
Liaoyang, which will allow the problem of protecting our troops and the industrial region
of Mukden, Andun' [Dandong], Fushun to be solved in coordination with the fighter
regiments of our composite air brigade deployed in the area of[Andun'.

It is proposed to accomplish the issue of converting our fighters to jet equipment in the
following procedure - create a retraining center in the next two months from a jet
regiment of Batitsky's group.

It is contemplated to first retrain the existing 65 fighter crews of the composite air
brigade to train 160 crews on the jet equipment being transferred to us, [then] by the end
of their retraining, December 1950 - January 1951, to begin the retraining the second
group (of 100 crews) from the January graduates of the combined aeronautical
engineering schools of the Chinese NOA [People's Liberation Army]. Thus we can fully
complete the acceptance of the new jet equipment in March and April of 1951.

Consequently we can fully complete the work to accept all the new materiel and
equipment of two Soviet air divisions only by this date.

It will be necessary to deploy a training center with a capacity to simultaneously train up
to 60 men in order to realize the proposed retraining plan in a timely fashion, providing it
with training materiel, visual training aids, and the minimum necessary number of
instructors.



We consider it advisable to send General-Major of Aviation Prutkov, our air force
representative and senior advisor for air forces, to Moscow for the practical solution of
these issues.

Please inform me of your decision.

With Bolshevik greetings - Mao Zedong".

Note (of Roshchin):

By the time this telegram was sent to you an order had been received from USSR
Minister of Defense Cde. Vasilevsky by the main military adviser and Cde. Batitsky
about the retraining and transfer of the all the aircraft of Batitsky's group to the Chinese
friends.

In light of this the General Staff together with our military advisers have worked up a
proposal to the government stating that the composite Chinese air brigade is to be
concentrated in the Shanghai-Nanjing-Suzhou area for retraining. The shortfall in pilots is
to be made up from the combined Harbin-Jinzhou aviation school. The transfer of
materiel and the concentration of personnel will be complete in November 1950.

This plan will be examined by the government today and a final decision will be made.
Evidently Cde. Mao Zedong will inform you later.

ROSHCHIN

N 1503. 22 July 1950

DOCUMENT NO. 22
[Source: AVPRF, Copy in NKIDP Archive. Translated for NKIDP by Gary Goldberg]

Decree No. 19
Of the DPRK Military Committee on 24 July 1950

Translation from Korean

DECREE
N° 19 OF THE DPRK MILITARY COMMITTEE, 24 JULY 1950

INCREASING THE PRODUCTION OF AMMUNITION




In order to increase the production of ammunition the DPRK Military Committee
DECREES:

I. Hold the Deputy Minister of Industry responsible for:

a) Organizing the production of ammunition in subordinate plants in accordance with the
attachment.

2. Manufacturing five spot welding apparatuses with a capacity of 20-25 kilowatts no
later than 30 July 1950 and transferring them to the [Yeongseon] engineering plant and
the Pyongyang agricultural engineering plant.

3. Increasing production at plant 65 through the maximum use of the capacity of the shop
equipment and, in order to overcome the disproportion in the equipment pool:

a) Mobilizing eight lathes, nine drilling machines, four horizontal mills, and three vertical
mills at Ministry of the Industry enterprises;

b) Developing a plan to increase the production of machine tools and submitting it to
Gosplan by 1 August 1950 in order to satisfy the need for an additional number of
machine tools to produce ammunition;

I1. Hold the Deputy Minister of Industry responsible for submitting a request to Gosplan
and the Ministry of Trade for the necessary instruments, machines, and an apparatus to
analyze metal, metal objects, and chemical products, the need for which is connected
with an increase in the production of ammunition, which is not being produced inside the
country. The chairman of Gosplan and the chairman of the captured equipment
committee are to mobilize these articles from the educational institutions and scientific
research institutions of Seoul and also in enterprises which are not manufacturing military
products.

I11. Hold the Deputy Minister of Industry responsible for providing specifications to the
Directorate of Forestry and Gosplan for packing materials for ammunition by 1 August.

IV. Hold the Deputy Minister of Industry and the Chief of the Directorate of Forestry
responsible for submitting a plan to the Ministry of Railways by 1 August 1950 to ship
the timber and special corking associated with the fulfillment of this decree.

Suggest that the Minister of Railways ensure the timely transport of these goods and
assign them to the category of military freight, especially such freight as metals and
coking coal, which are intended for plant 65 and other plants producing ammunition.

V. Hold the Minister of Railways and the Minister of Municipal Services responsible for
developing measures to produce ammunition at enterprises subordinate to them (in
foundry shops) and submit a draft of these measures to Gosplan by 1 August 1950.



VI. Hold the Deputy Minister of Industry responsible for submitting a report to the
chairman of Gosplan once every five days about the production of ammunition at civilian
enterprises.

VII. Hold the chairman of Gosplan responsible for ensuring the systematic monitoring of
the fulfillment of this decree.

DOCUMENT NO. 23

[Source: RGASPI F. 558, op. 11, D. 334, p. 90. Translated for NKIDP by Gary
Goldberg]

Telegram
From Vyshinsky to Soviet Ambassador Roshchin, 25 July 1950

Top Secret
Enciphered telegram
From Vyshinsky to Roshchin
SPECIAL
FLASH

In reply to N 1503:

At the instruction of Filippov, pass to Mao Zedong or Zhou Enlai that [we] agree to the
proposed procedure and dates for training Chinese pilots on jet aircraft.

Report by telegraph when this is done.
VYSHINSKY
25 July 1950
Copies to:
1. to Cde. Stalin
2. to Cde. Molotov

3. to Cde. Malenkov
4. to Cde. Vyshinsky



DOCUMENT NO. 24

[Source: AVPRF, F. 0102, op. 6, p. 21, d. 47, pp. 29-40. Translated for NKIDP by Gary
Goldberg]

Memorandum
On the Political Situation in Korea during the Period of Military Operations, 11
August 1950

[Stamp]: USSR MFA
SECRETARIAT of
Cde. GROMYKO

Incoming N° 7556-ag

11 August 1950
USSR Embassy in SECRET
Korea Copy 1
18 July 1950
N° 253

TO DEPUTY MINISTER OF THE USSR MINISTRY OF
FOREIGN AFFAIRS

[Stamp]:

Secretariat of Vyshinsky
SECRET

Incoming N° 9334-v

11 August 1950

to Cde. A. A. GROMYKO

We are sending a memo "The Political Situation in Korea during the Period of Military
Operations" with the following attachments:

Kim Il Sung's address of 26 June

Kim Il Sung's address of 8 July

Pak Heonyeong's statement of 1 July

The 26 June appeal of the CC of the United Fatherland Front

ATTACHMENT: per the text in 64 pages,.

USSR AMBASSADOR IN KOREA

[signature/



T. SHTYKOV

[Scrawled handwriting
partly off the page]:
Kurd[yukov?]...

to give a statement ]]

3 copies. mp

1% to the address[ee]
3" 1o file

Drafted by Petukhov

[Handwritten]:
Statement of the CC...
in file N 725

(illegible signature)

Attachment [...] N° 1868s
of 12 August 1950

Secret

Copy N° 3

THE POLITICAL SITUATION IN KOREA DURING THE PERIOD OF MILITARY
OPERATIONS

On 25 June, an internecine war launched by the South Korean puppet regime of Syngman
Rhee broke out in Korea. The South Korean authorities invaded the territory of North
Korea but were repulsed by the People's Army, which then went over to a
counteroffensive along the entire front and inflicted a crushing blow on the South
Koreans.

The report of the start of military operations was greeted by the population of North
Korea with complete calm, without any excesses or displays of panic. The calm of the
people was demonstrated by its confidence in the forces of the People's Army and the
strength of the people's democratic system. Large spontaneous demonstrations appeared
everywhere at which the population protested the provocative attack of the South
Koreans and demanded that the enemies of the people be answered blow for blow.

"The entire responsibility for the internecine war,” declared worker Hwang Eungil at a
demonstration of workers at a Pyongyang sugar mill, "rests with the traitorous clique of
Syngman Rhee. We have every means of defending the successes of the democratic
reforms achieved in the northern part of the republic."* At the demonstration, priest Pak
Gihwan declared, "The Syngman Rhee clique has wrecked the peaceful unification of our
Motherland, which is the desire of all the Korean people, for their personal interests and



in the interests of their American imperialist masters and launched an internecine war.
We should respond to this crime through combat and defend our Motherland. Those who
believe in the republic will rise together with all the people to fight the Syngman Rhee
clique."?

! The 26 June 1950 issue of the newspaper Nodong Sinmun
2The 7 July 1950 issue of the newspaper Minju Choson

On the morning of 26 June, Kim Il Sung, Chairman of the DPRK Council of Ministers,
addressed the people by radio. He gave a profound analysis of the situation, denounced
Syngman Rhee and his clique as enemies of the Korean people and perpetrators of an
internecine war in Korea, and exposed the anti-national goals of the military adventures
of the South Koreans. Kim Il Sung gave the workers, peasants, partisans, and soldiers
specific tasks resulting from the military situation. In conclusion, he called upon the
people to rally around the DPRK Government in order to more rapidly defeat the armed
forces of the puppet clique of Syngman Rhee and his police state and win a victory which
would ensure the unification and independence of Korea.

The speech of Kim Il Sung roused the people and army even more to fight for the
destruction of the Syngman Rhee regime. Confidence in victory characterized the mood
of all sections of the working population of North Korea. The population has calmly
continued its business in spite of the military situation. Efforts at new construction sites
have not been halted and in Pyongyang and in other cities, workers have continued to
rebuild streets and to prepare to celebrate the fifth anniversary of the liberation of Korea.
Even the markets have not reacted to the change of the situation: prices have remained at
the previous level.

With the start of military operations, the most dangerous reactionary elements were
isolated and the rest of the reactionaries, subdued by the unexpected fact of the retreat
and collapse of the South Korean army, did not exhibit any activity.

By a 26 June Decree of the Presidium of the Supreme People’'s Assembly of Korea, a
Military Council was created under the chairmanship of Kim Il Sung in whose hands all
power in the country has been concentrated for the duration of military operations. The
Military Council included Kim Il Sung, the Chairman of the Council of Ministers, and his
deputies Pak Heonyeong, Hong Myeonghui, and Kim Chaek; Choe Yonggeon, Minister
of National Defense; Pak Ilu, Minister of Internal Affairs; and Jeong Juntaek, Chairman
of Gosplan.

On 26 June, a plenum of the CC of the United Democratic Fatherland Front was held,
which discussed the situation which had been created in the country as a result of the
outbreak of war. The plenum approved the measures taken by the DPRK Government in
connection with the war and adopted an appeal to all political parties and public
organizations and the entire Korean people to rise up to the defense of the Korean
People's Democratic Republic and help the People's Army defeat the Syngman Rhee
regime.



Having repelled the attack of the South Koreans, the People's Army had moved 20-25 km
south of the 38" parallel by the morning of 26 June and liberated the cities of Ongjin,
Kaesong, Baekcheon, and others. After a fierce battle on 27 June, the troops of the
People's Army seized the city of Uijeongbu, a strongly fortified position on the
approaches to Seoul, and on the same day, engaged in battles on the outskirts of the
capital. Seoul was completely liberated on the morning of 28 June. Kim Il Sung
congratulated the Korean people on the liberation of the capital of the Motherland by
radio and expressed gratitude to the soldiers of the People's Army.

The successful offensive of the People's Army and especially the liberation of the capital
of Seoul caused an unprecedented political upsurge and general rejoicing of the people.
At numerous rallies on the occasion of the liberation of Seoul, the population of North
Korea greeted the People's Army and expressed confidence in the rapid completion of the
country's unification. It was clear to the people that the South Korean army had been
defeated, the South Korean government administrative apparatus had crumbled, and that
the South Koreans had fled in panic. The people saw that the Syngman Rhee regime was
collapsing and that the war launched by this regime would soon end in the complete
victory of the people's democratic system.

The American armed intervention sharply changed the situation, bringing the Korean
people new and difficult tests.

On 27 June, President Truman announced that American armed forces were being sent to
Korea to support the South Korean army. On the same day, at the bidding of the
Americans, the Security Council approved the aggressive actions of the United States and
called upon UN members to give armed assistance to the Syngman Rhee regime. A broad
campaign of slander and threats was unleashed against the Korean People's Democratic
Republic. Japanese and American radio stations were switched over to molding Korean
public opinion, trying to intimidate the Korean people and stifle their ability to resist the
invaders.

On 29 June, American aircrafts made the first air raid on Pyongyang after which raids on
undefended cities of North Korea became systematic. A large raid on Pyongyang was
made on 4 July. The city of Nampo was subjected to strong bombardment on 7 and 8 July.
And an even stronger air strike was launched on the city of Wonsan as a result of a series
of raids on 8, 11, 13, and 14 July. There are many casualties among the civilian
population in all the cities, which were bombed.

Statements of the Security Council in support of the Syngman Rhee regime, radio
propaganda of the United States and countries dependent on it, the American intervention,
and especially the American air raids had a serious effect on the morale of the Korean
people.

The residents of the cities that were bombed (Pyongyang, Wonsan, Nampo, and
Hamheung) began to leave en masse for the mountains or to the countryside. The normal



operation of enterprises in these cities has been disrupted. During the first days of the
bombing, at several enterprises in Nampo and Wonsan, just 30-40% of the workers
remained. In succeeding days, many workers returned to the plant. The enterprises
continue to function although their productivity has been sharply reduced. Industry is
basically operating normally in areas not hit by American raids.

After the first raids of American aircrafts, fear spread among the population that Korea
would not cope with the American invaders without the armed assistance of the Soviet
Union and China.

Such sentiments also affected part of the senior DPRK officials. Some of them began to
cautiously express uncertainty in victory and dissatisfaction that North Korea had found
itself with few aircrafts for protection from American air raids. Succeeding events - the
successful advance of the People's Army, the growth of the Korean people's hatred of the
American invaders, the statements of the Soviet Government and the international
movement of protest against the American intervention in Korea - exerted a beneficial
effect on the mood of the DPRK leadership, which had soberly assessed the situation and
increased its activity to mobilize the people to defeat the American interventionists.

The American intervention inspired Korean reactionaries. The South Koreans began to
rally together, defeat units, and increase resistance to the People's Army. Hostile elements
also began to stir in North Korea. Without deciding to act openly, they primarily engaged
in spreading false rumors. For example, a rumor was launched that the Americans would
drop atomic bombs on North Korea in the event that the People's Army did not halt the
offensive. A provocative rumor was spread on 4 and 5 July that the Soviet Government
had issued an ultimatum to halt the intervention in Korea by 7 July. Reactionaries from
the Protestant community became more active, and Protestant clerics called upon the
people to seek refuge in Protestant churches, which they said the Americans would not
bomb. Many merchants stopped trading and paralyzed the private market. The DPRK
government took repressive measures against part of the private merchants, but this did
not produce a marked improvement in the condition of the private market. Valuable
manufactured goods have disappeared from the market, and a majority of food products
have doubled or tripled in price.

The fighting spirit of the population, which was shaken by the U.S. intervention and
especially by the aerial bombing, was again bolstered after an attack by the People's
Army, which had been held up by the water barrier of the Han River, developed with new
force and after the first attack, was launched against American units south of Suwon (5
July). On 11 July, the People's Army launched a new serious attack on American troops
at the approaches to the Geum River, destroying an infantry regiment and 15 enemy tanks.
This victory inspired the Koreans, convinced that the vaunted American technology is not
able to contain the offensive of the People's Army. In the first battles, the American
troops exhibited poor combat readiness and low morale, in spite of their level of technical
equipment. The American soldiers surrendered in groups without offering serious
resistance. This all strengthened the Koreans' confidence in achieving victory.



The American armed intervention and the bombing of peaceful cities and villages by
American aircrafts further intensified the Korean hatred of Americans. On 1 July, Pak
Heonyeong, DPRK Minister of Internal Foreign Affairs, vigorously protested the U.S.
intervention in the name of the DPRK Government and the entire Korean people and
expressed confidence that it would be indignantly condemned by all the peoples of the
world.

On 14 July, a Committee of the CC of the United Democratic Fatherland Front was
created to investigate the atrocities of the American interventionists and the South
Koreans and to ascertain the damage that they had caused. The committee included
representatives of political parties and organizations, prominent public figures, and
officials of Korean science, culture, and the arts.

Protest demonstrations against the American intervention and the barbarity of the
American air pirates are occurring throughout all of Korea. The people are expressing
determination to take revenge against the American interventionists and completely expel
them from Korea. At a demonstration at the industrial institute in Pyongyang, student
Kim Daehyun, expressing the common opinion of the students, declared "We are deeply
indignant at the American armed intervention and are ready to launch a crushing blow on
the overseas invaders, who are infringing on the liberty and independence of our
motherland."* An Seongwon a worker at the Pyongyang electric light bulb plant, declared
at a workers' demonstration, "No one can deprive us of happiness and liberty. We will
give all our efforts to the defense of our motherland and our rights™".

The 7 July 1950 issue of the newspaper Minju Choson

On 1 July, a mobilization into the army of all citizens born between 1914 and 1932 was
announced throughout the entire territory of the DPRK.

On 4 July, Kim Il Sung was appointed Supreme Commander-in-Chief of the DPRK
People's Army by a Decree of the Presidium of the Supreme People's Assembly. This
appointment was greeted by the people as being appropriate: the leader of the
government had become the head of the armed forces at a dangerous moment for Korea.
On 8 July, Kim Il Sung gave an address to the people and the army via radio in which he
unmasked the imperialist goals of the American armed intervention in Korea and called
upon the people to defend the Motherland. Kim Il Sung summed up the results of the
offensive of the People's Army and gave a high appraisal of the combat operations of
individual troop arms. He noted that the Korean people and its army have everything
necessary to completely defeat the interventionists and outlined the ways to achieve
victory, pointing out that winning the freedom and independence of Korea is the cause of
the Korean people themselves. Kim Il Sung's speech promoted a lift in the fighting spirit
of the population and an increase in the aggressive spirit of the People's Army.

A volunteer movement has developed broadly throughout the entire country, both in the
North and in the South: workers, peasants, students, and the intelligentsia are making
collective statements about going to the front. On 6 July, the number of volunteers was



400,000; on 8 July, 665,000; and as of 11 July, already 745,000 (513,270 of them men
and 231,730 women). The formation of volunteer units has begun.

The patriotic upsurge is giving rise to mass examples of labor heroism, especially among
rail transport workers. For example, during the depot's bombardment by American
aircrafts, engineers of the Sophenyang Depot dispersed four locomotives located next to
one another, as a result of which two locomotives were saved and the two others were
damaged but quickly repaired. Efforts to restore the [Hymhin] railroad bridge destroyed
by American aircrafts have been conducted continuously for three days, and this very
important bridge was repaired in record time thanks to the selfless labor of the workers.

The population is gradually becoming accustomed to and adapting to wartime conditions.
The flight from the cities hit by air raids has dropped. Discipline has increased on the
factory floor. The workers are guarding production sites and population centers, keeping
an eye on blackout measures, and organizing the rapid extinction of fires and the repair of
facilities, which have been destroyed.

The democratic press of Korea plays an important role in the matter of mobilizing the
masses to defeat the American interventionists and their South Korean agents: Minju
Choson, the organ of the DPRK government; Nodong Sinmun, the organ of the Korean
Workers’ Party CC; Choson Minbo, the organ of the Democratic Party, and newspapers
and magazines of various patriotic parties and public organizations. With the outbreak of
war, all the press has been completely turned into performing wartime tasks (exposing the
true goals and nature of the American intervention, propagandizing the liberation mission
of the People's Army, instilling militant patriotism, mobilizing the masses to aid the front
and to reorganize the economy in accordance with military needs, and popularizing the
labor and military deeds of the people). Correspondents of national newspapers and a
number of writers and poets have been sent to the front and the liberated areas in order to
more fully describe the situation.

However, it ought to be noted that the Korean press is not yet coping with the tasks which
have been given it in connection with the war. Its insufficient political maturity, the poor
degree of training of its personnel, and the lack of experience in working in military
conditions are reflected in the work of the press. The newspapers have not still taken on
the military tone required by the war. The question of the mobilization of material
resources to pursue the war is being insufficiently, widely, and clearly raised. Easily
understandable, stirring forms of presenting materials are not being sought, which call for
an inflammation of hatred of the American invaders. Writers and poets are not very
attracted to working in newspapers. Some important topics are tardily and poorly covered
(for example, the situation in the liberated areas, land reform in the South, etc.). All this
reduces the mobilizing value of the press.

The DPRK government and the CC of the Korean Workers’ Party are taking energetic
measures to organize economic and political life in the liberated area of South Korea.



As individual areas are liberated senior personnel are being sent there to organize
government and establish public order: the leaders of local People’s Committees and
Committees of the Korean Workers’ Party, the chiefs of the local police, authorized
representatives of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, and others. These personnel are being
selected from among South Korean Korean Workers’ Party officials, who were in North
Korea for training and also from among Korean Workers’ Party activists and People’s
Committees of North Korea.

Local government bodies are being created in liberated areas partly by appointment,
partly by elections at meetings of the population. A statute is being developed about
holding an indirect system of elections to local, district, and city People’s Committees
with open voting in all liberated areas. Such a system will be temporarily introduced by
virtue of the special conditions, which had developed in South Korea.

The People’s Committees of the liberated areas are organizing economic and political life
at the local level, mobilizing local resources for the needs of the front, aiding the People’s
Army, and assisting preparations to carry out land reform.

Besides senior officials, more than 1,900 agitprop workers were sent to the liberated
areas through Korean Workers’ Party channels, pursuing work among the population to
expose the goals of the American intervention in Korea, propagandizing the people’s
democratic system, and explaining the tasks of the population in connection with the war.

According to a decision of the Korean Workers’ Party CC, provincial and district Party
committees are being restored in the liberated areas. Besides officials sent by the Korean
Workers’ Party CC, they include local Party officials coopted after coming out from the
underground, released from prison, or having returned from partisan detachments. Party
members are being registered, and local Party organizations are being reconstituted.

It ought to be noted that representatives of the DPRK Government and the Korean
Workers’ Party in the liberated areas have encountered great difficulties, which
developed as a result of the lengthy police terrorism activity of the Syngman Rhee regime
and its malicious and slanderous propaganda against the DPRK.

The South Koreans have managed to intimidate and deceive the people to a considerable
degree. In many places, when units of the People’s Army approached, the population fled
south from the population centers, fearing the atrocities about which South Korean
propaganda had shouted. For example, Chan Che, the Korean Workers’ Party CC
Representative in the city of Chuncheon, reported on 6 July that villages on the way to
Chuncheon were completely deserted and that only a few people were left in Chuncheon
itself. The remaining population is acting cautiously, except for workers and the working
peasantry. However, as the People’s Army advances and order is established in liberated
territories, this cautiousness of the intimidated sectors of the population gives way to
sentiments of active support for the measures of the DPRK Government.



In spite of the ferocious terror against democratic elements and the insidious means of
South Korean propaganda against the DPRK and the Korean Workers’ Party, the South
Koreans have not managed to kill the sympathies for the people’s democratic system
among the most steadfast part of the South Korean public - industrial workers, the
democratic intelligentsia, and the working peasantry. For example, in Seoul, the city
population, guided by democratic elements, organized a grand welcome for the units of
the People’s Army, which had liberated the capital. The festive receptions for units of the
People’s Army also occurred in a number of other places in South Korea.

Thanks to the active support of workers and the progressive intelligentsia in the liberated
cities, normal life is being quickly restored, local bodies of people’s power are being
created, and local resources are being mobilized to help the front.

In Seoul, the South Koreans blew up bridges over the Han River and cut high-voltage
lines during their retreat, as a consequence of which telephones, streetcars, and the water
supply ceased to function. All the locomotives were taken south. A large part of the gold
reserve and other valuables were taken from the bank. The South Koreans left a large
number of spies, saboteurs, and terrorists in the city itself and armed bands in the
outskirts of Seoul.

Korean Workers’ Party activists released from prison restored the People’s Committee
and Party organizations following the entry of the units of the People’s Army into Seoul.
Lee Seungyeop, DPRK Minister of Justice, who had been appointed Chairman of the
Provisional People’s Committee of the city of Seoul, arrived in Seoul on the same day,
and on 29 June, a group of DPRK deputy ministers arrived to organize corresponding
departments. On 30 June, a group of DPRK police officials [arrived]. Deputy Prime
Minister Pak Heonyeong left for Seoul on 10 June [Translator's note: SIC; the date was
circled in the text].

The Provisional People’s Committee of the city of Seoul was formed mainly from
Korean Workers’ Party officials. Two deputy chairmen of the Provisional People’s
Committee were appointed from the Democratic-Republican Party and Democratic
Independence Party.

The Provisional People’s Committee has begun tireless activity to organize the political
and economic life of the capital, combat hostile elements, and organize aid to the front.

Food is the most burning issue for Seoul as it is for the other liberated cities. There turned
out to be no food reserves in the South. The Provisional People’s Committee introduced a
food ration card system beginning 2 July for workers, specialists, and government
employees, and also for members of their families.

Municipal services were restored within several days as a result of the energetic measures
taken by the Provisional People’s Committee with the support of the working population
of Seoul. The street cars began operating on 29 June and the water system on 30 June.



The crossings over the Han River were quickly restored thanks to the labor heroism of
the railroad workers.

The situation in Seoul has been completely normalized at the present time. Institutions
and stores are operating and the textile and tobacco mills and a number of small
enterprises have been started up. Mass protest demonstrations are going on in the city
against the American intervention. The youth of Seoul are heading to the front voluntarily.

The Seoul radio station has operated normally from the first day of liberation. The
Choson Tongsin state agency created from three private agencies, which served the
Syngman Rhee regime - Hapdong Tongsin, Hanguk Tongsin, and Konlip Tkhonsin -
oversees radio broadcasting. The agency is headed by a representative of the Korean
Central Telegraph Agency.

The powerful Seoul radio station (50 kilowatts) is used to broadcast to areas of South
Korea which have not been liberated and abroad. Statements have been organized on
Seoul radio by leaders of right-wing political parties of South Korea and the members of
the National Assembly of South Korea, who remained in liberated territory and who are
declaring support for the DPRK government. The statements of Kim Gyusik, a prominent
Korean figure and leader of the League of National Independence; [Jo Soang], leader of
the Socialist Party and member of the National Assembly; [An Jaehong], former Chief of
the Civil Administration of South Korea; [Eom Hangseop], leader of the Independence
Party (Kim Gu’s party), and others ought to be noted among these statements.

Statements by captured officers and soldiers of the American and South Korean armies,
which condemn the intervention of American imperialism and their participation in it, are
also being systematically transmitted over the radio. Besides radio, the texts of such
statements are circulated among soldiers of the American and South Korean armies in the
form of leaflets.

[The following] newspapers are being published in Seoul beginning on 2 July: [Haebang
I1bo], the organ of the Korean Workers’ Party committee, and Choson Inminbo, the organ
of the Provisional People’s Committee. The Constitution of the DPRK and the speeches
of Kim Il Sung and Pak Heonyeong were published in full in the first issues of these
newspapers.

Seoul printing houses have been switched to the printing of agitprop materials: appeals
from DPRK authorities, leaflets for the population of areas not yet liberated and soldiers
of the American and South Korean armies, materials on land reform, etc. Portraits of
Cdes. Stalin and Kim Il Sung are being duplicated and distributed.

Four theaters have been operating in the city since 4 July. The Soviet films “The Fall of
Berlin”, “Meeting on the Elbe", “The Battle of Stalingrad”, “Aleksandr Matrosov”,
“Young Guard”, “Konstantin Zaslonov”, “The Defeat of Japan”, and the Korean film
“My Motherland” have been shown in them.



The rapid restoration of public order in Seoul is having a favorable influence on the mood
of the Seoul population and increases the authority of the bodies of DPRK authority.

The successes of the People’s Army have promoted a revival of the partisan movement in
South Korea. The partisan movement, which arose in 1948 in connection with the
uprising on the island of [Jejudo] and in the city of [Yeosu], gradually spread to many
areas of South Korea and became the most widespread in the autumn of 1949. From the
statements of those close to Syngman Rhee, who were arrested in liberated territory, the
broad scale of the partisan movement prevented the government of Syngman Rhee from
carrying out a prepared plan to attack North Korea in the summer of 1949.

Accordingly, on the advice and with the aid of the Americans the government of
Syngman Rhee undertook several punitive expeditions in the winter and spring of 1950,
forcibly resettled peasants from areas of partisan operations, and devastated these areas,
trying to isolate the partisans from the population and to completely destroy them.

The South Koreans did not manage to eliminate the partisan movement in spite of the
most savage measures taken against the partisans. However, the partisan movement was
dealt a serious blow as a result of the punitive expeditions of regular troops and the main
cadres of the partisans were killed and the population was terrorized and intimidated.

Amphibious assault groups were landed in the enemy rear at the start of military
operations in coastal regions (in Gangneung, Samcheok, Uljin and in other places), which
then linked up with local partisans and began operations in the rear of Syngman Rhee’s
army. For example, on 28-29 June, members of the assault force and partisans in the area
of Gangneung-Samcheok blocked the path of retreating South Korean units and dealt
them a crushing blow: more than 600 were taken prisoner, more than 700 were killed and
wounded, and much equipment was captured”.

* A 1 July 1950 report of the High Command of the People’s Army.

The partisans again became active in a mainly partisan area, in the mountains of [Jirisan]
(the cities of [Geochang, Hamyang, Sancheong, Hapcheon, and Jinju]).

The partisans destroyed bridges and roads, paralyzing the enemy rear in the areas of the
cities of Sobaeksan, Chuphunnyon and the outskirts of Daegu and in many other places.

It is impossible to reconstruct a complete picture of the struggle of the South Korean
partisans for lack of information from areas of partisan operations. But even Japanese and
American information sources note that the South Korean partisans represent a great
force, which the American interventionists are forced to take into consideration.

There are a considerable number of hotbeds of partisan struggle in the provinces of North
and South Gyeongsang and North and South Jeolla. However, up to now, partisan
detachments have limited themselves to attacking local police stations, destroying roads
and bridges, and killing traitors to the nation, and not engaging in battle with South



Korean or American military units. This is explained by the weakness of the partisan
detachments, a majority of which are small, poorly-armed, and poorly connected to the
local population. Partisan actions have not yet grown into a national movement in the rear
of the South Korean or American armies.

The prestige of the Soviet Union has grown even further during the war days.

Never have the Korean people listened to the voice of the Soviet Union so avidly as in
the war days. For them, the reports of the powerful actions [vystupleniya] of the Soviet
people against the American intervention in Korea were invaluable moral and political
support. The Korean public heartily welcomed the statement of Cde. Gromyko, which
exposed the illegality of the decisions of the Security Council on the Korean issue and
which condemned the armed intervention of the United States in Korean affairs as an act
of imperialist aggression against the Korean people. The statement of the Soviet
Government about non-recognition of the naval blockade of Korea was greeted by the
Korean people with especial appreciation.

The Korean people are, on the whole, soberly assessing the situation and approve the
position of the Soviet Union, which is trying to prevent the outbreak of a new world war.
The Korean people are filled with gratitude to the Soviet Union for the enormous aid,
which has helped them gain important successes in the struggle for the unification,
independence, and democratic development of Korea. It is clear to the Korean people that
without the aid of the Soviet Union the economy of the DPRK would not be able to
support the People’s Army with everything needed for victory.

Hatred of Americans has increased in the broadest sectors of the Korean people as never
before along with a growth in the prestige of the Soviet Union. Better than any other
means, the ordeals of the war have convinced the Koreans that the American imperialists
are the most evil enemies of Korea, striving to enslave the Korean people and not
stopping at the most savage means of killing the civilian Korean population.

The American imperialists have not managed to intimidate the Korean people with open
armed intervention. Hatred of the imperialist invaders is lifting the Korean people to an
ever more vigorous struggle for their freedom and independence.
The continuing offensive of the People’s Army is sustaining a confidence in the people
that the war will soon end with the complete expulsion of the interventionists from Korea
and the victory of the Korean People’s Democratic Republic.
Counselor of the USSR Embassy in Korea

[signature/

(A. Ignat’yev)

First Secretary of the Embassy



[signature/

(V. Petukhov)

Pyongyang
17 July 1950

3 copies mp/lo

1% - Cde. Gromyko
2" - Cde. Grigor’yan
3" - to file

[handwritten]:
AVP RF

f. 0102. op. 6, p. 21, d. 47, pp—85-9%, pp. 29-40
18 July 1950

DOCUMENT NO. 25
[Source: AVPRF, Copy in NKIDP Archive. Translated for NKIDP by Gary Goldberg]
Memorandum

On Economic Measures of the DPRK Government and Government Bodies in
Connection with the Military Events in Korea, 11 August 1950

SECRET
Incoming N° 9365-V
11 August 1950
Secret
[Stamps]:
USSR MFA USSR MFA Copy N° 1
SECRETARIAT of SECRETARIAT of
Cde. LAVRENT YEV Cde. GROMYKO
Incoming N° 6552 Incoming N° 7560-ag
14 August 1950 11 August 1950

USSR Embassy
in Korea
N 256



TO DEPUTY USSR MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
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ECONOMIC MEASURES OF THE DPRK GOVERNMENT AND GOVERNMENT
BODIES IN CONNECTION WITH THE MILITARY EVENTS IN KOREA

(Memo)

In the last three weeks of military events, the DPRK Government and government bodies
have taken a series of measures in connection with the war launched by the reactionary
Syngman Rhee clique and the open armed aggression of American imperialists in Korea
for the recovery of industrial production and to restructure the economy to provide for the
needs of the front.

The adoption of these measures was primarily dictated by the situation which resulted in
the country as events have developed both at the front and in the rear.

During this period, the government adopted decrees regarding the operation of industrial
enterprises in the northern part of the DPRK and in the liberated areas and also relating
the operation of transportation, communications, trade, and other sectors of the economy
for the purpose of vigorous mobilization of all economic resources of the DPRK to
satisfy the needs of the front.

I. MEASURES CONCERNING INDUSTRY AND TRANSPORTATION

Government decrees on the following issues were important economic measures in the
area of industry:

1. An increase in the production and conservation of materiel and financial resources in
wartime.

2. The accounting and protection of industrial enterprises, buildings, and stocks of
materials in liberated areas and putting factories and plants into operation.

3. THE WORKING CONDITIONS AT ENTERPRISES AND INSTITUTIONS IN
WARTIME

(The texts of the decrees are attached)

In a decree of the DPRK Military Committee on the question of increasing production
and conserving materiel and financial resources, directives were given to Gosplan and
ministries concerning the increase of military production at state and cooperative
institutions and the involvement of private enterprises in the manufacture of output
needed by the front. It was proposed that the leaders of state, cooperative, and other
enterprises take urgent measures to conserve raw material, fuel, materiel, and financial



resources, and not permit the accumulation of material resources at factories and plants
above the permitted norm. Cease capital construction, which is not directly connected
with the manufacture of output for the front; the manpower and material resources
released are to be sent for repair work at facilities, which were destroyed in connection
with American air raids. Any issue of food above the established rations and the
production of various food products from rice have been prohibited for the sake of the
strictest conservation of food.

By a decree concerning the issue of the working conditions of enterprises during wartime,
an extension of the workday at the expense of overtime hours was permitted, routine
leave was halted during wartime, and unexcused absences by workers and employees of
enterprises were prohibited in order to prevent a drop in production in connection with
the mobilization of part of the workers into the army.

The fact that the operation of a number of factories, which were bombed or which were
located in cities which were bombed, were seriously disrupted in connection with the
American air raids was a considerable difficulty in the operation of DPRK industry.

Many workers of such factories exhibited panic, left work, abandoned their homes, and
went to the hills, and part of the workers stopped coming to work. In the initial period,
many local leaders did not take vigorous steps to combat such panic. The appearance of
workers [at work] during air raids fell sharply. At Pyongyang enterprises, it was 40%, at
Nampo enterprises, 15-20%, and at Wonsan enterprises, 10-15%. At the present time, the
appearance of workers in Pyongyang has risen to 75%, in Nampo to 60%, and in Wonsan,
which is being bombed more often than other cities, 30-40% of workers came to work. At
other factories and mines, which are not being bombed, the appearance of workers did
not fall as a rule and at some [the number] even rose. Firefighting and security teams
have been created at enterprises, blackouts instituted, slit trenches and shelters dug, and
work procedures have been developed during air raid warnings and air raids.

The Military Committee adopted a decree affecting industrial enterprises and stocks of
materials in the liberated areas of the southern part of the DPRK [SIC].

It was suggested to the military command that the local People’s Committee and the
corresponding ministries take stock of all enterprises and stocks of materials, organize
their security, and put factories and plants into operation as soon as possible to prevent
cases of pilfering and spoilage of enterprises and equipment and also so that these
enterprises are put into operation as quickly as possible.

The Ministry of Industry did the following in accordance with the above government
decrees:

The workday was extended at all enterprises of the Ministry, an additional four hours of
overtime was instituted, and workers were prohibited from leaving enterprises without
authorization.



Military orders for the army were placed at 50 enterprises of the Ministry of Industry.
Foundries in Gyeomipo, Gangseon, and Daean are producing metal needed to support the
production of ammunition, weapons, [personal] equipment, military accessories, iron
pontoon bridges, armored plating, and other articles for the front.

The production of ammunition has been organized at the following enterprises:

The agricultural plant in Pyongyang - mortar shells
The mechanical engineering plant in Pyongyang - mortar shells
The central mechanical engineering plant in - mortar shells
Pyongyang

The [Sunan] mechanical engineering plant - grenades
The [Sopinyan] hardware plant - grenades
The Pyongyang chemical plant - grenades
The Pyongyang starch hydrolysis plant - grenades

In addition, the production and the fillers of mortar shells, grenades, and mine stabilizers
are being organized at the group of [Konan] plants.

The manufacturing of iron pontoon bridges and spare trusses and assemblies to repair
destroyed railroad bridges are being organized at factories. The manning of two mobile
vehicle repair shops, six mobile repair shops with welding equipment, transformers, and
motors, and four mobile shops to repair communications lines is being finished at
factories to aid the front.

[The following] have already been manufactured at factories:

Mobile kitchens - 780
Cauldrons - 65,000
Water containers - 35,000
Cast iron cauldrons -190

And also picks, axes, shovels, stretchers, etc.

A number of enterprises have been damaged as a result of the bombing. Restoration work
is being conducted at the present time at all the destroyed facilities.

Concerning the Nonferrous Metallurgical Plant at Nampo:

The zinc electrolysis shop and electricity grid have been destroyed. Two of the four
mercury rectifiers have been put out of committee. A sawmill burned down and a club
was destroyed. A cadmium shop building, pumping station, sinter plant, water jacket
shop, and storehouses were partially destroyed.



One water jacket furnace has been restored and is operating at the present time, and the
three remaining furnaces, the zinc baths, and sinter plant will be put in operation in the
near future.

THE SHIPYARD IN NAMPO:

The metal framework, mechanical shop, casting shop, offices, storehouses, and living
quarters have been destroyed.

The mechanical shop has been restored and is operating at the present time, and
restoration work is being conducted on the rest.

THE STARCH HYDROLYSIS PLANT IN PYONGYANG

The boiler room, the oil production shop, the starch production shop, and storehouses
were destroyed.

Repair work is being done, and the plant will partially resume operation by the end of
July.

THE OIL PRODUCTION PLANT AT NAMPOQO:

This plant was partially destroyed and, at the present time, has fully resumed operation.

THE OIL REFINERY AT WONSAN:

This plant was repeatedly bombed. The foundry was destroyed. One thousand five
hundred tons of kerosene burned up.

The feed tank burned up in which 8,600 tons of Ekhabi oil had been stored.

On 19 July, the chemical plants in Gowon and the lead smelters in Munpyeong were
bombed.

The Ministry of Industry has selected and sent a group of 126 workers to liberated areas
to organize the stocktaking, security, and setting up of production in these areas.

According to the incomplete information available, the following enterprises are already
operating in the liberated areas at the present time:

Two textile mills in Seoul with 57,000 spindles.
The Seoul thermal power station, the tobacco mill in Seoul, the vehicle repair plant in

Seoul, the mechanical plant in Yongjin, and a number of small vehicle repair shops. The
lead mine in Ongjin and a tungsten mine are being restored.



There are numerous examples occurring of a patriotic upsurge among workers and
employees at enterprises of the Ministry of Industry. Prime Minister Kim Il Sung’s
Address to the people, in connection with the military events in Korea imposed on the
Korean people by the Syngman Rhee clique at the behest of the American imperialists,
was discussed in meetings at all enterprises.

At these meetings, the workers committed themselves to increase productivity and
discipline and to produce more output to aid the front.

These commitments are being backed by deeds. The workers of the [Sinchang] coal mine,
having committed themselves to increase the shipment of coal for rail transport, increased
the daily shipments to 80 rail cars instead of the 60 shipped in prewar times.

The ratio of the use of machine tools at the Pyongyang central mechanical engineering
plant was 64% in prewar times but has now risen to 84%. The appearance of workers [at
work] was on average previously 90% and is now 95%.

At the Seonheung, mine borer Hong Seungmu made a commitment and began to operate
two hammer drills, fulfilling 300% of the shift norm.

At the Goksan, tungsten mine borer Ho Yon fulfilled 250% of the shift norm in wartime.

At the Wonsan shipyard, foreman [Ki Chon Ki] organized a shock brigade, which
considerably over fulfilled the production norms.

Workers and specialists of the Haecheong power station, located in the area of the 38"
parallel, installed a 38,000-watt generator in eight days instead of the assigned 15 days.

Workers and specialists working at the restored [Supun]-Seoul power transmission line
finished work in 12 days instead of the 30 days in the planned schedule.

It ought to be pointed out that a number of industrial enterprises are experiencing
interruptions in operation because of late shipments of raw materials, fuel, and materiel
by rail in connection with the frequent American air raids on rail facilities and rolling
stock and also in connection with the fact that rail transport is carrying first-priority
military shipments.

The production of pig iron at the Gyeomipo metallurgical plant at which coke is being
shipped with interruption from the Cheongjin plant has fallen from 800 tons a day to 500
tons. The production of their own coke has dropped because the coal has not arrived at
this plant, which, in turn, has reduced the output of coke oven gas for open-hearth
furnaces and lowered the production of steel from 400 tons a day to 250 tons a day.

The treatment plant at the Songcheon lead smelter, which is not receiving the necessary
amount of ore, is operating with idle capacity. The Pyongyang chemical plant is idle in
connection with the fact that the main raw material, cellulose, is not being shipped in.



The shipment of production (carbide, metal, etc.) from plants for export is being delayed.

The government is taking steps at the present time to improve rail shipment of the most
important freight for industry.

The Ministry of Industry has mapped out and is taking further steps to improve the
production and mobilization of domestic resources to increase aid to the front.

I1. MEASURES CONCERNING DPRK RAIL TRANSPORTATION

During the past period of military operations, the operation of the DPRK railroads has, on
the whole, been satisfactory with the exception of insignificant interruptions in individual
rail sectors as a consequence of the damage caused by American aircraft. About 10,000
rail cars of military personnel trains and military freight were delivered during this period
across the 38" parallel in both directions along the Sea of Japan and the Yellow Sea
without counting those made along railroads in the liberated territory of South Korea.

Passenger trains of the Pyongyang-Rajin, Pyongyang-[Manyu], Pyongyang-[Sinmyak],
Pyongyang-Sinuiju, Wonsan-Cheongjin, and Pyongyang-Wonsan sectors leave daily.
Passenger train travel on the Wonsan-[Chodon] and Wonsan-Yangyang lines has been
irregular during periods of increased bombing.

The bombing of railroads, which began on 28 June, has somewhat complicated normal
train traffic on the Cheongjin-Wonsan, Pyongyang-Rehen, and Pyongyang-Sinuiju lines.

A temporary interruption of traffic on the Pyongyang-Rehen line occurred after bridges
and the Pyongyang station were bombed on 3, 4, and 5 July. The damage was not
significant and was quickly repaired (rails, bridge girders, and communications). The
biggest interruption of traffic was on the Cheongjin-Hamheung line and lasted from 5 to
10 July as a consequence of the destruction of the large bridge across the Seongcheon
River. In addition, six small or medium-sized bridges were destroyed or damaged, which
were quickly restored.

Complications in train traffic were caused by the frequent damage to telephone
communications at stations and in sectors as a result of bombing. The greatest damage to
communications laid on a bridge occurred across the Daedong River (Pyongyang-Seoul),
the Seongcheon River, and at the Wonsan station. A shortage of cable and insulated wire
was encountered during the restoration. As of 20 July, direct communications with
Wonsan had not been restored. A total of 25,000 meters of communications lines were
damaged.

The bombing also damaged the route at 35 places in sectors and at stations. A railroad
repair regiment of 3,500 men and 2 MPS [Ministry of Railways] repair brigades of 600
men are working on the repair of the tracks and bridges.



Beginning 10 July, a second railroad repair regiment was organized by the MPS, and
repair trains were created equipped with machinery (tractors, hoisting cranes, and jacks).
The manufacture of components and structures to repair bridges is being organized at
industrial enterprises.

The locomotive stock of DPRK railroads has suffered great losses from American air
raids. During the period between 28 June and 20 July, 58 locomotives, including 14
which have been rendered completely useless, were put out of committee through
damage from bombing and especially machinegun fire. The damaged locomotives are
being repaired at the [Soginyan], Cheongjin, and Wonsan locomotive repair yards.

Losses to the rail car fleet on DPRK railroads to the 38™ parallel from the operations of
American aircraft are insignificant and constitute a little more than 100 rail cars.

The presence of a large number of tunnels allows rail cars with ammunition, tanks, and
artillery to be successfully hidden in them in the daytime, as a result of which military
shipments are made without loss.

A new Air Defense Instruction based on the Soviet model has been put into effect on the
railroads taking local conditions into consideration.

On the whole, DPRK railroad personnel have risen to the occasion and are working
selflessly, supplying the front with everything necessary and successfully repairing the
damage caused by American aircraft. It needs to be noted that there have been no crashes
or accidents on DPRK railroads during the entire period since the beginning of the war.

A Seoul Directorate of Railroads has been created in the liberated part of the South
Korean railroads for which the Ministry of Railways sent an operations group of senior
officials (in all specialties) headed by Deputy Minister of Railways Kim Hwail.

During this period, five electric locomotives and a small number of freight cars were sent
across the 38" parallel from the liberated railroads of South Korea to regulate the rolling
stock fleet. The Seoul railroad is experiencing a shortage of locomotives, as a
consequence of which it needs to be helped by directing [komanduya] locomotives there
from the Pyongyang and [Kamhyn] railroads.

The following measures are being taken in order to ensure the normal operation of the
railroads:

1. The production of bridge spare parts, which will be transported to the field for the
purpose of rapid repair of bridges if they are destroyed by air raids, is being organized at
factories of the Ministry of Industry.

2. The production of armor plating to protect boilers and locomotive barrels from aircraft
fire is being organized.



3. The staffing of the second railroad repair regiment is being concluded.

4. Measures and a draft Cabinet of Ministers Decree have been developed concerning the
shipment of the most important economic freight.

5. Large groups of machinists, railway workers, signalmen, and transport workers have
been submitted for orders and medals for excellent work in supporting military shipments
and for the rapid repair of damaged rail facilities.

I11. MEASURES CONCERNING TRADE AND LOCAL INDUSTRY

The Ministry of Trade has carried out and is carrying out the following measures in
accordance with directives of the Military Committee:

1. Measures have been drafted and are being carried out to improve the operation of the
Ministry's commercial and industrial enterprises and staff.

2. An order for the Ministry of Trade has been drafted and issued concerning the issue of
purchasing and procurement of food, raw material, and materiel for the needs of the front.

A group of 60 officials has been selected and sent to organize procurement work in the
liberated areas of the southern part of the DPRK.

3. Measures are being taken to improve the work of the procurement organizations,
which procure and process vegetables to support the army and the urban population.

4. The operation of the following 46 enterprises has been switched to the fulfillment of
military orders to satisfy the needs of the army:

Sewing shops -17
Shoe enterprises -11
Bakeries -8
Furniture enterprises -4
Food enterprises -5
Metalware factory -1

[The following] have been produced in 20 days:

Hardtack - 1,050 tons

Soy sauce - 106 tons
Clothing for the army - 11,000 uniforms
Underwear - 16,000 pair
Assorted shoes - 83,000 pair
Field bags - 6,300

Other enterprises are also being converted to fulfilling military orders as necessary.



The ministry has made an inventory of and put into operation the following enterprises in
liberated areas:

Salt businesses with a daily output of 3,0
00 tons of salt

A tobacco plant

A brewery

A paint factory

A garment factory

Rubber shoes factory - 4

A distillery

A ginseng production factory
Stores - 32

Hotels - 4.

A group of 260 officials has left to organize trade and production, procurement, and food
work in the liberated areas.

IV. MEASURES CONCERNING FINANCIAL AND BANKING OPERATIONS

Government decrees on the following issues were the most important economic measures
in the financial and banking sectors:

1. The circulation of currency, the exchange rate between the two currencies, and the
protection of banks in liberated territory.

2. The organization of banks and banking operations in liberated territory.

3. The elimination of the Syngman Rhee tax system and the extension of the tax system
of the northern part of the DPRK to the southern areas.

4. The procedure for providing the troops of the People’s Army with monetary
allowances on territory south of the 38" parallel.

(The texts of the decrees are attached)

These decrees and orders of the DPRK Military Committee prohibited the circulation of
banknotes of the [Choson] Bank on the territory of the northern part of the DPRK and
prohibited private trade between the northern and southern parts of Korea. The
responsibility was imposed on military commanders to organize the protection of banks
and captured financial resources and to hand them over to representatives of the DPRK
Ministry of Finance. The Ministry of Finance was charged with the responsibility of
providing the troops with the necessary financial resources.



A directive of the Military Committee established that a Central Branch of the Main Bank
of North Korea be opened in Seoul and branches of the Main Bank of North Korea in
provincial capitals and large cities, subordinating the latter to the Central Branch in Seoul.
The existing eight commercial banks in Seoul and their branches in the provinces have
been subordinated to existing branches of the Main Bank of North Korea.

The main task of the branches of the Main Bank of North Korea in liberated territory at
the present time are the mobilization of available cash and providing for the army’s needs
in banknotes.

The Ministry of Finance has selected, instructed, and sent a group of 121 officials to the
southern part of the DPRK to organize financial and banking operations.

The Central Branch of the Main Bank of North Korea, having 3 billion won seized by the
troops during the capture of Seoul, was opened in Seoul on 4 July 1950.

According to preliminary information, there is about 70 billion won of the Choson Bank
in circulation in the south of Korea of which the Syngman Rhee clique took six or seven
billion won when fleeing Seoul.

Several other branches of the Main Bank, besides the central branch, have opened and
begun operation in liberated areas.

The balance sheets of the banks, the budget of South Korea, and other important
documents have been delivered to the Ministry of Finance from Seoul.

The Ministry of Finance has issued an order about wartime operating procedures for
financial bodies and banks, the operation of financial bodies in the South is being
organized, and the procedure for financing the repair work for sites destroyed during
military operations and a number of other measures are being drafted.

A draft decree of the Presidium of the DPRK Supreme People’s Assembly is being
drafted about the introduction of a wartime tax.

V. MEASURES CONCERNING COMMUNICATIONS

In connection with military operations, the DPRK Ministry of Communications handed
over operational wires to the People's Army to organize communications through army,
navy, air force, and air defense channels. The Ministry of Communications took over the
operation of the wires it had handed over to assist the operational units of the army.

Four repair columns, at the disposition of the Ministry of Communications, were
deployed to signals construction companies in accordance with an Order of the Military
Committee. The companies were formed and began work on 28 June 1950. The mission
of these companies is the repair of aerial communications lines on the four axial links to
the south behind the movement of military units.



An important circumstance in the matter of organizing communications in liberated areas
was the repair of the underground cable between Pyongyang and Seoul as a result of
which five telephone channels were gained. The Pyongyang-Seoul and Wonsan-Seoul
aerial arterial lines were also repaired.

The aerial communications lines and communications centers are being subjected to
frequent bombing, especially in the Cheolwon-Seoul, Kaeseong-Seoul sectors, and the
Wonsan, Pyongyang, and Anju regions. [The following] have been destroyed by bombing:
a telephone exchange and postal telegraph office in Wonsan, and the post office and
telephone exchange in Nampo.

Communications facilities, which have been destroyed, are being immediately repaired,
and emergency teams are working satisfactorily and are not displaying cowardice.

Two reserve communications centers for communications in the direction of Seoul are
being provided with underwater cable laid across a river away from bridges to increase
the reliability of communications in the area of Pyongyang when it is subjected to air
raids.

In connection with the frequent damage to main communications arteries from air raids,
six mobile emergency repair teams in vehicles are being created to repair
communications lines on the main arteries going to the south.

The Ministry of Communications has selected 300 communications specialists and sent
them to the army to create new signals units. Four hundred men are being selected for
courses at communications enterprises for accelerated training of communications
workers, which the army needs.

The Ministry of Communications has sent 223 specialists and administrative personnel to
organize the operation of the communications enterprises in Seoul and the liberated areas.

The headquarters of the DPRK Ministry of Communications' authorized representative is
being organized in Seoul and provincial offices are being created in liberated areas.

A significant shortcoming in the operation of the Ministry in wartime is the frequent
disruption of communications between industrial centers of the northern part of Korea,
which creates additional difficulties in the operation of enterprises. The Ministry is taking
steps to eliminate these shortcomings.

VI. MEASURES CONCERNING AGRICULTURE AND LAND REFORM FOR THE
LIBERATED AREAS OF THE SOUTHERN PART OF THE DPRK

At the present time, the Ministry of Land and Forests is devoting special attention to
carrying out all the necessary measures connected with sowing and harvesting of crops in
a timely fashion, intending that a reduction in the quality of the field work in connection



with the departure of part of the rural male population to the People's Army is to be
prevented.

By a special order of the Minister of Land and Forests, all the workers of local land
organizations have been mobilized to handle this task. A group of Ministry officials has
been sent to rural areas to help.

The Ministry has sent 220 tractor drivers, 56 tractors, 15 vehicles, 10 mobile vehicle
repair shops, and five fuel tankers for the needs of the army.

At the present time, the Ministry has organized the training of 500 tractor drivers for their
subsequent transfer to the army.

A group of 30 Ministry officials has been sent to liberated areas of the South.

According to information coming from the South, the peasants of liberated areas are
giving considerable assistance to the People's Army in the construction of roads, bridges,
and transporting materials and military cargo with their own means of transportation.

The preparation and carrying out of land reform in southern areas of the DPRK, which
have been and are being liberated, is the main and most important economic and political
measure.

On 4 July 1950, the Presidium of the Supreme People's Assembly of the Koran People’s
Democratic Republic adopted a law on carrying out land reform in the southern part of
the DPRK.

On 10 July 1950, the DPRK Cabinet of Ministers approved a regulation for carrying out
land reform. A group of 511 officials, who had been trained and had attended a seminar,
left Pyongyang to carry out land reform.

Rallies and meetings of peasants devoted to the historic law on land reform, adopted by
the Presidium of the DPRK Supreme People's Assembly, are being held in villages,
districts, and cities of the liberated territory of the southern part of Korea.

Beginning on 9 July, many rallies and meetings of peasants devoted to land reform are
being held in many districts in the province of Hwanghae.

Peasants are holding rallies at their own initiative in a number of villages in the district of
Chuncheon in connection with the law on land reform. On 14 July, a rally of peasants
was held in the city of [Yembek] at which more than 35,000 people were present.

In their speeches at rallies and meetings, the peasants say that their long-awaited dream is
being realized, and now they will get land. They say that their actions and uprisings
against the Syngman Rhee clique, which oppressed them and took away their harvest,



were brutally repressed and unsuccessful, and only the People's Army had liberated them,
and now they will get land.

In resolutions adopted at rallies and meetings, the peasants thank the People's Army and
People's Power for their liberation and land reform, and they promise to correctly carry
out the land law, work well, and help the People's Army achieve final victory over the
enemy of the Korean people.

One hundred and sixty-seven peasant committees have already been created in the
province of Hwanghae, which have already begun preparations to distribute land.

At the present time, officials who have come from Pyongyang to carry out land reform
along with the officials who were recruited locally have begun mass explanatory and
practical work in districts and villages to make the historical land law a reality for the
peasants of the southern part of the Korean People's Democratic Republic.

COUNSELOR OF THE USSR
EMBASSY IN KOREA

[signature/
(V. PELISHENKO)

3 copies Ib/ls
20 July 1950

DOCUMENT NO. 26

[Source: RGASPI. F. 558, Op. 11, D. 62, pp. 71-72. Published in: Andrei Lidovskii, " Stalin, Mao
Tsedunh | Koreiskaia Voina 1950-1953 godov,” Novaia | Noveishaia | storiia,
No. 5 (September-October 2005), 79-113.Translated for NKIDP by Gary Goldberg]

Note
On the Soviet Withdrawal from the Security Council, 27 August 1950

Top Secret

Prague, Soviet Ambassador

Please pass Gottwald the following message orally. Put it in writing if he so requests.

"We view the issue of the Soviet Union's withdrawal from the Security Council on 27 June
and the events which unfolded afterwards somewhat differently from Comrade Gottwald.



We left the Security Council for four reasons: first, to demonstrate solidarity of the Soviet
Union with the new China.

Second, to underscore the foolishness and idiocy of the United States policy of recognizing
the Guomindang puppet in the Security Council as the representative of China and not
wanting to admit the genuine representative of Chinato the Security Council; third, to

render the decision of the Security Council illegitimate by virtue of the absence of
representatives of two great powers; fourth, to give the American government a free hand and
giveit an opportunity to commite more foolishness using a majority in the Security Council
so that public opinion can see the true face of the American government.

I believe that we have achieved all of these goals.

Following our withdrawal form the Security Council, America has become entangled in a
military intervention in Korea and is now squandering its military prestige and moral
authority. Few honest people can now doubt that America is nhow acting as an aggressor

and tyrant in Korea and that it is not as militarily powerful asit claimsto be. In addition

it is clear that the United States of America is presently distracted from Europe and the

Far East. Does it not give us an advantage in the global balance of power? It undoubtably does.

Let us suppose that American government continues to be tied down in the Far East and also
pulls China into the struggle for the freedom of Korea and its own independence. What
might come of this?

First, America, just like any other state, cannot cope with China, a country with such large
armed forces at the ready. It follows that Americawould overextend itself in this struggle.
Second, having overextended itself in this matter, America would be incapable of athird
world war in the near future.* Therefore, the third world war would be postponed for an
indeterminate period, which would provice the time necessary to strengthen socialismin
Europe, not to mention the struggle between America and Chinawould revolutionize the
entire Far East. Does all this not give us an advantage from the perspective of the global
balance of power? It unquestionably does.

As you can see, the question of whether or not the Soviet Union participates in the Security
Council is not as simple as it might appear at first glance.

By virtue of all this, we cannot say that the “the democratic camp? has no need to |leave the
the Security Council.” Whether we leave or stay depends on the circumstances. We might
leave the Security Council again and come back once again, depending on the international
situation.

One might ask why we have now returned to the Security Council. We have returned to

continue exposing the aggressive policy of American government and to prevent it from

using the flag of the Security Council as a smokescreen for its aggression. Now that America has
become aggressively involved in Korea, it would be easier to achieve this goal while




in the Security Council. I think that this point is sufficiently clear
and needs no further explanation.

FILIPPOV.

27 August 1950~

DOCUMENT NO. 27

[Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 347, Listy 14-15 and AVPRF, Fond 059a, Opis
5a, Delo 4, Papka 11, List 162. Translated for NKIDP by Gary Goldberg]

Telegram
From Shtykov to Stalin Trasmitting Letter from Kim Il Sung to Stalin, 31 August
1950

CIPHERED TELEGRAM
FYN-SI [Stalin].

| transmit the letter | received.

[According to the report of KIM IL SUNG's secretary, MUN IL, this text of the letter was
confirmed by the PolitSoviet of the CC of the Korean Workers’ Party.]

SHTYKOV

No. 1011/sh

31.8.1950

Copies to Stalin (2), Malenkov, Beria, Bulganin, Mikoyan, Khrushchev, File of the

8th Department.

"DEAR comrade STALIN, I.V.
We are deeply touched by your attention.

We bring to you, our dear teacher, gratitude for the warm sympathy and advice. In the
decisive period of the struggle of the Korean people we have received great moral
support from you. We have firmly resolved to win the final victory in the struggle against
the American interventionists, who are trying anew to enslave Korea.

In the noble struggle for independence and freedom we constantly feel your fatherly care
and assistance.

We wish you many years of life and health.

Yours faithfully,



KIM IL SUNG

(upon committee of the PolitSoviet of the CC [Central Committee] of the Korean
Workers’ Party of Korea)

city of PYONGYANG

31.8.1950."

DOCUMENT NO. 28

[Source: Central Archive of the Ministry of Defense of the Russian Federation
[TSAMO RF], F. 5, Op. 918795, D. 125, pp. 89-91. Translated for NKIDP by Gary
Goldberg]

Telegram

From the Soviet Ambassador to the DPRK to the First Deputy Minister of Foreign
Affairs with Information about the North Korean Workers Party CC Meeting, 22
September 1950

N° 79

N° 1258 22 September 1950 2030*

On 21 September 1950 I was visited by Korean Workers’ Party CC Secretary Heo Gai (a
Soviet Korean).

At the beginning of the conversation he said that he wished to inform me of the Party
political council meeting held on 21 September 1950.

The issue of what reply to give to the Chinese comrades in response to Zhou Enlai's
inquiry was discussed at this meeting for two and a half hours: the Chinese government's
proposal to the Korean government in connection with the situation which has developed.

Kim Il Sung read a report from his Ambassador, Li Juyeon, about a conversation with
Zhou Enlai and asked the opinion of the members of the political council.

Those who spoke, Pak Heonyeong, Kim Dubong, Pak Ilu, came to the common opinion
that the situation is serious and evidently they cannot cope with the American troops with
their own forces, therefore they came to the conclusion to ask the Chinese government to
send their troops to Korea.

Afterwards Kim Il Sung spoke and said how can this be, for we thought that we have
many people and will be able to cope [with the Americans] with our own forces. The
Soviet Union has given us as many weapons as we requested. What are the reasons for
turning to the Chinese for aid



Then Kim Il Sung raised the issue of what the consequences might be after the Chinese
enter the war on the side of the Koreans. What if this led to a third world war

Kim Il Sung then, supposedly referring to Mao Zedong, said that China is not constrained
[svyazan] by international treaties and is not a member of the UN, and this might help.

Then Kim Il Sung supposedly said that, although the Soviet Union and China do not want
to start a third world war because of Korea, but inasmuch as Korea is an important
strategic point, as the American imperialists tell it, he thinks that the Soviet Union and
China will not allow the Americans to occupy Korea completely.

He suggested not to decide to turn to the Chinese government for aid for the time being,
but to write a letter to Cde. Stalin and ask his advice as to whether to turn to the Chinese
for aid with troops. He allegedly stressed at the same time that the Soviet Union might be
offended that its aid and advisers were sort of insufficient.

Kim Il Sung then said that if we had time we could speed up the formation of new units
and then it would not be necessary to turn to the Chinese. But they are afraid that there
will not be enough time.

No decision was made as a result of the discussion.

In conclusion, Hegai asked what my opinion was on this issue.

| declined to discuss this issue.

In my opinion, Heo Gai came to inform me at the instruction of Kim Il Sung with the
goal of finding out my opinion himself.

Shtykov

* k* *
DOCUMENT NO. 29

[Source: Printed in Voyna v Koree 1950-1953 gg: vzglyad cherez 50 let [The 1950-1953
War in Korea; the View After 50 Years], pp. 84-89. Translated for NKIDP by Gary
Goldberg]

Telegram
From Kim Il Sung and Pak Heonyeong to losif Vissarionovich Stalin

29 September 1950

In the name of the Korean Workers’ Party we express to you, the liberator of the Korean
people and leader of the workers movement of the entire world, deep gratitude for the



sympathy and aid which you constantly show to our people, who are fighting for the
freedom and independence of their Motherland.

In this letter we would like to briefly inform you of the situation that has been created at
the present time at the fronts of the war of liberation of our people against the American
aggressors.

Before the amphibious operations in the area of Incheon (Jemulpo) the situation at the
fronts could not be regarded as unfavorable for us.

Suffering defeat after defeat, the enemy was driven into a small territory of the
southernmost end of South Korea and we had a great chance of victory in subsequent
decisive battles.

Such a situation severely shook American military prestige.

Therefore in the situation which had developed, having mobilized almost all [their]
ground, naval, and air forces located in the Pacific Ocean, in order to restore its prestige
and carry out their old plans to seize Korea at any cost and turn it into their own strategic
military bridgehead the US conducted an amphibious operation on 16 September 1950
and landed a considerable number of troops and equipment in the area of Incheon.
Having seized Inchon the enemy is waging street battles right in the city of Seoul.

... The enemy will next undertake an offensive against North Korea. Therefore, we think
that if the above events unfavorable to us occur the American aggression will in the final
account be crowned with success.

In order to supply the troops with everything necessary and feed the front without
interruption we need first of all to have suitable air forces, but we have no trained
personnel.

Dear Cde. Stalin! We are fully determined to overcome every difficulty with which we
are faced so that Korea is not a colony and military bridgehead of the American
imperialists. We will fight to the last drop of blood for the independence, democracy, and
happiness of the people. Therefore we are taking determined steps with all vigor to form
and train a multitude of new divisions, to use the more than 100,000 troops mobilized in
South Korea in the most favorable operating areas, and to arm all the people to be ready
for a long war.

In spite of this, if the enemy does not give [us] time to carry out the steps we have
planned and, using our extraordinarily difficult position, speeds up offensive operations
against North Korea, then we not be in a condition to stop the enemy with our own forces.

Therefore, dear losif Vissarionovich, we cannot fail to ask you for special assistance. In

other words, at the moment that enemy troops cross the 38th parallel we will be very
much in need of immediate military aid from the Soviet Union.



If for any reason this is impossible, then help us create international volunteer units in
China and other countries of the people's democracy to provide military aid to our
struggle.
We request your instructions concerning our above proposals.

Respectfully,

the CC of the Korean Workers’ Party
Kim Il Sung, Pak Heonyeong

DOCUMENT NO. 30

[Source: RGASPI F. 558, Op. 11, D. 334, pp. 97-98. Translated for NKIDP by Gary
Goldberg]]

Letter
From [Beijing] to Soviet Ambassador, 1 October 1950

Top Secret

Passed to Cde. Bulganin [from Sochi] on 1 October 1950

[BEJING] to the SOVIET AMBASSADOR
To be immediately sent to Mao Zedong or Zhou Enlai

"l am far from Moscow on vacation and have somewhat lost touch with events in Korea.
However according to information which has come to me today from Moscow | see that
the situation of the Korean comrades is becoming desperate.

Back on 16 September Moscow warned the Korean comrades that the landing of
American troops at Jemulpo [Incheon] had great significance and was pursuing the goal
of cutting off the North Korean first and second army groups from their rear areas in the
north. Moscow warned [them] to immediately withdraw at least four divisions from the
south, to create a front north and south of Seoul, then gradually withdraw the majority of
the southern troops to the north and thus secure the 38" parallel. But the command of the
1% and 2" army groups did not carry out Kim Il Sung's order to withdraw troops to the
north and this provided the Americans the opportunity to cut off the troops and surround
them. The Korean comrades have no troops in the area of Seoul capable of resistance and
the path in the direction of the 38" parallel needs to be considered open.

I think that if you consider it possible in the present situation, help the Korean comrades
with troops even just to immediately move at least five or six divisions to the 38" parallel



in order to provide the Korean comrades an opportunity to organize troop reserves north
of the 38™ parallel under the protection of your forces. The Chinese divisions might
figure as volunteers, of course, headed by a Chinese command.

I have communicated nothing and am not thinking of communicating anything about this
to the Korean comrades but I do not doubt that they will be glad when they find out about
this.

I await your response.

Greetings FILIPPOV
1 October 1950

DOCUMENT NO. 31

[Source: RGASPI. F. 558, Op. 11, D. 62, p. 73. Translated for NKIDP by Gary
Goldberg]

Note
From Vyshinsky on Kiselev’s Mistake, 1 October 1950

Top Secret

Yesterday during heated debates about the Korean issue in the First Committee as a result
of sharp attacks by our opponents and the participation of the Nationalist Chinese
[representative] [Tayang] [Jian Tin Fu] in particular, Kiselev probably let drop the
following phrase when replying to [Tayang], ...and if Mr. [Tayang] thinks that the
thunder of victory can already be heard he is deeply mistaken. He will soon feel this
mistake".

[Younger] and [Austin] grasped onto this statement of Kiselev's, noting it in their
statements.

After the meeting | pointed out to Kiselev the blunder he had made. In addition, this issue
was discussed today at a meeting of the delegation. Kiselev completely admits the slip he
made.

VYSHINSKY

1 October 1950



DOCUMNET NO. 32

[Source: RGASPI. F. 558, Op. 11, D. 62, p. 77. Translated for NKIDP by Gary
Goldberg]

Note
From Stalin Reprimanding Vyshinsky on Kiselev Issue, 3 October 1950
Special
Flash

New York, to Vyshinsky

You, like all your delegation, have acted incorrectly, having scolded Cde. Kiselev for his
attack against the Nationalist Chinese [representative] in the first committee on the
Korean issue. It was unquestionably necessary to make a detailed reply with regard to the
high-handed gentleman from the bloc of the imperialist camp. Cde. Kiselev did this, and
it is very good that he decided to do this. It is not at all necessary that all members of our
delegation sing the same tune about all minor issues. "Extremists"” are also needed.

Please convey my opinion to Cde. Kiselev's attention.

Stalin

3 October 1950

DOCUMENT NO. 33

[Source: RGASPI F. 558 Op. 11 D. 334 pp. 105-106. Translated for NKIDP by Gary
Goldberg]

Telegram
Of Mao Zedong’s Reply to Stalin’s Telegram, 3 October 1950

REPLY OF MAO ZEDONG TO STALIN'S TELEGRAM ABOUT SENDING
CHINESE VOLUNTEERS TO THE KOREAN FRONT

SECOND MAIN DIRECTORATE OF THE GENERAL STAFF OF THE SOVIET
ARMY

Top Secret



ENCIPHERED TELEGRAM

From [Beijing] 3 October 1950

FLASH
to FILIPPOV
I report Mao Zedong's reply to your N 4581:

"Your telegram of 1 October 1950 has been received. We initially planned to move
several volunteer divisions to North Korea to aid the Korean comrades when the enemy
advanced north of the 38" parallel.

However, having carefully thought it over, we now think that such an act might provoke
very serious consequences.

First, it is very difficult to solve the Korean problem with several divisions (the
equipment of our troops is very poor and there is no confidence of the success of a
military operation with American forces), and the enemy might force us to retreat.

Second, it is most likely that this would provoke an open collision between the US and
China, as a consequence of which the Soviet Union might be drawn in to the war and thus
the problem might become very large.

Many comrades in the CPC CC think that it is necessary to exercise caution here.

Of course, it [would be] very bad for the Korean comrades who are in such a difficult
position at the present time not to send troops to help and we are feeling this very much
ourselves. If we move some divisions forward and the enemy forces us to retreat, in
addition to this provoking an open collision between the US and China our entire plan for
peaceful construction would be completely wrecked and a great many people in the
country would be discontented (the wounds inflicted on the people by the war have still
not been healed and peace is needed).

Therefore it is better right now to endure [this] and not actively move troops forward [but]
to prepare forces, and that there will a more favorable time during the war with the
enemy.

While temporarily suffering defeat Korea will change the form of combat to partisan
warfare.

We are convening a meeting of the CC at which senior officials of various (regional and
territorial) CC bureaus will be present. A final decision has not been made about this
issue. This is our preliminary telegram. We want to consult with you. If you agree, then



we will immediately send Cdes. Zhou Enlai and Lin Biao to the place of your vacation by
air and discuss this matter with you and report the situation in China and in Korea.

We await [your] reply.
MAO ZEDONG
2 October 1950

1. In my view Mao Zedong's reply is evidence of a change in the initial position of the
Chinese leadership. It contrasts with the previous assessment repeatedly expressed in the
conversations between Mao Zedong and Yudin, Kotov, and Konnov and Liu Shaoqi's
conversation with me, which was reported in a timely fashion. In these conversations
they (Mao Zedong and others) noted that the [Chinese] people and the NOA are ready to
help the Korean people, that the fighting spirit of the NOA is high, and that if it becomes
necessary it is capable of defeating the American troops, considering them weaker than
the Japanese.

2. The Chinese government undoubtedly could send not just five or six combat-ready
divisions to Korea but even more. Of course these Chinese divisions need some supplies
of technical anti-tank equipment and partly in artillery.

The reasons for the change in the positions of the Chinese are not yet clear to us. It can be
assumed that in this particular case the current international situation, the worsening of
the situation in Korea, and the intrigues of the Anglo-American block via Nehru, who is
calling upon the Chinese for patience and restraint to avoid a catastrophe, have had an
influence.

ROSHCHIN
N 2270. 3 October 1950
Copy N 1 - to Cde. Stalin Copy N 5 - to Cde. Beria
Copy N 2 - to Cde. Stalin Copy N 6 - to Cde. Mikoyan
Copy N 3 - to Cde. Molotov Copy N 7 - to Cde. Kaganovich
Copy N 4 - to Cde. Malenkov Copy N 8 - to Cde. Bulganin
* % %

DOCUMENT NO. 34

[Source: Printed in Voyna v Koree 1950-1953 gg: vzglyad cherez 50 let [The 1950-1953
War in Korea; the View After 50 Years], pp. 84-89. Translated for NKIDP by Gary
Goldberg]



2 November 1950
Letter from Kim Il Sung to Stalin

To Cde. Fyn Si [Stalin],

By arrangement with the Chinese comrades [the following] Korean reserves of the
People's Army are being withdrawn to the territory of Manchuria for future battles: nine
infantry divisions, an officers schools, a tank training regiment, and an air division with
an air training regiment; six combat divisions will be brought up to strength and trained
on Korean territory.

I earnestly request that you, dear Cde. Fyn Si, leave the existing staff of Soviet advisers,
with the exception of the military academy, for the training of the above formations and
the military school for a short period on Chinese territory and in Korea.

Kim Il Sung

DOCUMENT NO. 35

[Source: Printed in Voyna v Koree 1950-1953 gg: vzglyad cherez 50 let [The 1950-1953
War in Korea; the View After 50 Years], pp. 84-89. Translated for NKIDP by Gary
Goldberg]

Letter
from Kim Il Sung to Stalin, 1 December 1950

Dear Cde. Fyn Si [Stalin]
I have received your letter of 15 November 1950.

The content of this letter was disclosed at the political council of the CC of the Korean
Workers’ Party at which all members of the political council unanimously recognized
your orders to be correct and meeting the needs of the situation which has developed in
Korea.

1. Regarding the issue of troop command and control we made a number of critical
decisions to improve command and control. The tables of organization and command
elements are being reexamined. The training of headquarters commanders [shtabnye
komandiry] is being organized. Communications are being put in order.

2. We consider the statement of the issue of a unified command to be correct and timely.
Also, the command should undoubtedly be a Chinese and his deputy a Korean.



To coordinate questions associated with the mobilization and training of the Korean
reserves and to resolve a number of other issues...

...the enemy rear, strengthening and expanding operations of small partisan detachments
led by underground Party organizations of the Workers’ Party.

The 5th Army has been ordered to operate in areas northeast and south of Pyongyang.
The strength of each army is 30,000 men.

The commanding general of partisan armies and the commanders of detachments have
been ordered to immediate commence active partisan operations. We are training combat
engineers and equipping and sending them to the rear.

5. The combat training of troops, staffs, and officers is being organized, taking into
consideration the experience of past battles, the demands of the situation, the nature of
the terrain, and the tactics of enemy operations.

As Communists and your loyal followers, we have taken your instructions and comments
as guidelines for our continued work.

We are very grateful to you very, dear Cde. Fyn Si, for the timely aid with advice and
hope that we will continue to receive instructions and comments which are of
fundamental importance and give us young leaders confidence in [our] work.

Respectfully yours,
Kim Il Sung

DOCUMENT NO. 36

[Source: Polish Foreign Ministry Archive. Copy in NKIDP Archive. Translated for
NKIDP by Maya Latynski]

TOP SECRET [stamp]
(January 2, 1951)

Embassy

of the Polish Republic

in Korea
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Independent Eastern Department
Head E. Stuczanski

Below | am giving a report from my first trip to Korea: [...]

The war and the political situation.




No doubt many dimensions of the current situation will soon change. | am telling
how it is currently, with the caveat that most of the data do not come from official
statements of the Government of Korea, but instead from unofficial conversations with
members of the government and the Party leadership.

At the time when India came up with the known sabotage on UN territory, a
certain fear existed in Korean government circles whether this might not bring military
action to a halt. A complex came about in some, even serious, Korean personalities: “who
knows whether for considerations of higher politics they will not want to sacrifice half of
our small country.” Even though they were being persuaded by a reliable source that this
will not happen, nonetheless this event was a fact. It coincided with a short pause that
came to be between the first and second inflows of volunteers.

The second wave of volunteers dispersed all fears. The preparations for a new
strike lifted the spirits of the Koreans. During my stay in Korea, the second offensive was
just beginning, and the situation on the front presented itself as follows.

The American “enclave,” which was created as a result of the surrounding of the
X Corps in Hamnam district, was eliminated in a way that thanks to incessant attacks by
the Koreans and volunteers, both during the day and at night, the Americans were forced
to evacuate by sea. This is a serious strategic victory because the Americans had initially
aimed to retain the Hamnam bridgehead at any price, so as to broaden it over time and
use it as a base for sorties for a new attack, creating a serious center of threat from the
northeast. The Americans defended this bridgehead with a large effort. The seriously
strong ship artillery conducted an incessant barrage, shielding the cluster of the X Corps.
The air force was attacking very intensively, attempting to prevent a massing of Korean
and volunteer forces. Despite this, also this time the Americans were forced to give up on
their cocky announcement that they would leave Hamnam whenever they felt like it.
They incurred great losses in people and materiel and were forced to evacuate quite
hurriedly. Although, before the evacuation they had destroyed literally everything that
could be burned, exploded, killed.

After significant forces were amassed along the 38" parallel and the forces active
on the rears of the enemy’s front (an Army was created comprising four divisions, not
counting partisan units) were reorganized, a new offensive was begun. V[ice]-min[ister]
of the Armed Forces, Pak Don Co, in sketching out the perspectives of the military
actions that are already appearing now, declared: “We will conduct the war until its
natural conclusion, which means until we clear our whole country of the enemy. | am
able to say this because | know that our friends will go with us to the end.”

In assessing the war situation realistically, one should not expect the current
offensive to result in this “natural end” to the war. Perhaps several more offensives will
be necessary. And it seems that both sides conducting the war are aware of this. Still, it
seems equally clear to both sides that if new elements do not enter the international
situation with a much broader range of action, the further course of the war on this terrain



is rather predetermined, thanks to the consistent advantage of land forces gained by the
entry into the action of the Chinese volunteer formations.

Another possibility that exists for Korea that | mentioned above, namely the
introduction of new elements, but this goes outside the sphere of Korean issues.

On 20-22 [December] the Plenum of the CC of the Party took place, The principal
speech was delivered by Kim Il Sung and it covered the course of the war so far and
sketched out the tasks for the current and nearest periods.

In his speech, Kim 1l Sung divided the course of the war so far into three phases:

1. from the moment of the Syngman Rhee-ist attack until the battle of Pusan. In this
phase, the advantage was on the side of the people because the people’s armies proved
not only militarily better prepared but also because the people trusted the democratic
government completely.

2. A strong preponderance of the enemy marked the second phase, caused not only by
purely strategic movements but also by mistakes made by the people’s camp.
Underestimating the enemy backfired, as did the excessive rush to gauge the situation and
underestimating the international aspect of the battles in Korea.

3. The third phase was begun by the entry of the Chinese volunteers into the action. This
gave not only a numerical change in the relationship of the forces in the war, but also
gave the ability to execute a reorganization of the People’s Army, a quick but broad
training of reserves — over 10 divisions of the first rank. The political effects of these
events were demonstrated above all in the activation of partisan fighting in the south.

Kim Il Sung subjected instances of panicking, which appeared here and there in
the most difficult period, to sharp criticism. An analysis of the situation shows — despite
individual cases of treason — the great cohesiveness of the national front, which passed
the test victoriously.

Among the most serious tasks currently facing the leadership — other than
continuing to lead the war — is the preparation of the agricultural year. The country is
ruined. Fifty percent of cattle, which comprises the basic tractive force in agriculture, has
been slaughtered. There are almost no supplies.

The reconstruction of the country is the second, no less important, issue. Industry
is virtually destroyed. Only in the northeast a few small factories have survived until now.
If assistance is not provided by friendly countries and nations, the population is
threatened by hunger and the country by delays in development.

A rather clear picture of the current state of affairs in Korea emerges from
conversations conducted by me and Dodin with several leading personalities in leading
positions. The army is currently sufficiently supplied with weapons and clothing and food.
But the population is deprived of both sufficient nutrition and clothing. There is a



shortage of everything in Korea — this is probably the most precise description of the
economic situation.

The question of assistance to Korea.

Already in my first conversation with v[ice]-premier Pak Heonyeong, he let me
know that Korea believes that the countries that are friendly to it will rush in with
assistance. When | asked him whether he knew that Amb. Li Jiyeon has presented to me
the issue of sending aid to Korea, v[ice] min[ister] Pak Heonyeong confirmed it and
stated that he is repeating the plea presented by Amb. Li. In the course of the
conversation with vice-minister [Pak Don Co], the issue was made even more precise. It
is namely a question of aid of a two-fold nature: for the population, which is threatened
by formal extinction and for help in rebuilding the country. As for aid to the population,
the following things are needed: clothing, underwear, everyday articles for the household,
food and especially fats, meat, fish. Also cotton textiles, tools such as hammers, axes,
saws and so on. Much of this could be acquired through collections to be organized by
social institutions.

As for help in rebuilding, here it is a matter of means of production, railway cars,
locomotives and so on, which Poland could deliver on credit in exchange for future
deliveries from Korea to Poland. It would be a question of a two-year credit.

Because other countries are also undertaking actions of assistance to Korea, it
would certainly be desirable to coordinate the efforts by reaching an understanding
among the interested countries.

I believe that for transports from Europe one could use the sea route with trans-
shipment in Dalian.

Korea’s diplomatic relations.
The following diplomatic representations are present in Korea now:

Soviet - embassy

Chinese “

Mongolian “

Polish - “

Hungarian mission

Czech “

Bulgarian “

Romania’s diplomatic representative has already received his agrément and will
soon arrive in Korea.

During my conversation with Min. Pak Heonyeong, it was determined that the
Korean embassy will arrive in Poland probably at the end of January 51 with an initial
staff of 6-7 persons. This number will later be increased.

Vice-min. Pak Don Co expressed the hope that Poland will send a military attaché.



The embassy’s organizational issues.

[...]

[signature]

J. Burgin

Ambassador of RP [Republic of Poland]
Beijing 2 1 1951
4 copies made

Receiving:  MSZ [Ministry of Foreign Affairs] — 3 copies
ala-1 copy

Translated by Maya Latynski

DOCUMENT NO. 37

[Source: Polish Foreign Ministry Archive. Copy in NKIDP Archive. Translated for
NKIDP by Maya Latynski]

Polish Embassy Beijing, 1 February 1951
in Beijing SECRET [stamp]

Korea, 7 January 1951

REPORT No. 03/4/

1. War situation

After completing the first phase of attack and fortifying the rears, the Korean
armies together with Chinese volunteers crossed to the second phase of the attack on 1
January of this year. These actions had been preceded by great activeness of the partisan
units. Especially to the north of Pyongyang and in the region of the city of Changchun.
These units attacked staffs, tore up bridges, exploded transports with American troops.
The partisan units on the east coast, where the cooperation of individual groups was well
organized, acted broadly. In the area of Kowon they used human resources in order to
prevent the retreat and to destroy the enemy and tear down 10 bridges, 50
communications lines, they exploded over 20 trains with materiel and troops. They
attacked a mine in Kowon, chasing away the Syngman Rhee-ites. The partisans in the



Guni region, ca. 50 km. north of Deage, are also very active, where the Americans were
forced to deploy the X Corps, which had escaped from Chininm.

As a result of the attack of the people’s army, Seoul and Incheon harbor were
liberated, as well as the strategically very important point, the city of Chungchun, which
allows us to enhance the offensive in the south, on the central front. Right now, the front
runs in the west at the city of Suwon, centrally at the city of Chenson and in the east on
the same parallel. The attack will probably go only on the western and central sectors,
since in the east there are mountains which make an attack impossible and there is a
complete lack of roads. We must recognize a new moment during the current offensive,
the Americans are retreating almost without fighting, protecting their human resources
from destruction. They are probably depositing their troops in the south, where they
intend to defend themselves. They are only leaving groups of Syngman Rhee people as
shields, so typical for imperialists. The Americans consider the evacuation of their troops
from Chingjan as their greatest success, but they suffered fairly serious losses there. It
was revealed that the Americans deployed all the forces they could mobilize, i.e., 7
American div[isions], 1 English brigade, 1 brigade of Turks and 6 div[isions] of
Syngman Rhee-ites, for fighting in Korea during the November offensive. In that
offensive, the Americans suffered approximately the following losses:

Americans and others Syngman Rhee-ites
Dead: 8,085 people 7,847 people
prisoners-of-war: 2,272 * 5353 *“

Overall human losses over 23,700.

Captured:
cannon - 521 pieces
machine guns - 469 “
guns - 4,736 “
tanks - 55 “
cars - 1,953 “

and other materiel.

Currently, the Americans have begun to bombard the region of the city of
Pyongyang and the city of Seoul very powerfully. More and more of the Korean air force
is being introduced into the battle, but so far the Americans have a strong preponderance
and total control of all roads. The inflow of Chinese volunteers is happening incessantly,
it is true, in smaller numbers, but sufficiently big to guarantee fully victorious military
actions. Presumably the offensive will continue to develop, especially in the western and
central sectors and there will be one more wave of attacks, which needs to be solidly
prepared. The Korean army’s fighting spirit is on a high level. The fighting conditions are
very difficult here because of the terrain and the wilderness and because of quite low
freezing temperatures.

In periods of spring and summer, it is only possible to travel on the main roads.



2. Economic questions

It is difficult to say anything about economic questions, since right now there is
no economy at all, and plans are being developed.

The country is living on only irregular economic issues, which are intended to
help the front and minimally to help the civilian population in their difficult situation, as
well as the reconstruction of the destroyed industry and cities in the areas occupied by the
People’s Army.

The question of raising the productivity of agriculture is being stated widely and
the quick rebuilding of railroads is most important.

Competition is beginning to develop in the liberated areas, especially among
railroad men who already have some very nice successes behind them. The production of
some parts of armaments has even begun.

To this day, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs cannot say concretely what assistance
is indispensable to them. They are as detached from the other ministries as we are. In any
case, my last note on this question remains topical.

It needs to be said that the Hungarians and Czechs have developed a good
reputation here since their assistance, not counting the Soviet Union and People’s China,
is the most productive. Recently, 24 rail cars carrying medications, gifts for soldiers
arrived in Manchuria from Hungary, and a greater number of cars from Czechoslovakia
with warm clothing, shoes etc.

Our assistance ought to be quick and it would be worth designating a fast ship. It
is a fact that we remain far behind, and we know almost nothing about what has been
shipped from Poland and what the whole action has been.

On 31 December 1950 the Khabarovsk radio station broadcast that a large action
of assistance for Korea has begun in Poland. I will not fail to convey this information to
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the DPRK.

3. The political situation.

Mass rallies to mark Stalin’s 71% birthday have taken place in the whole part of
the country liberated by the people’s army. The action of reconstruction is taking place
everywhere, workers are taking on obligations to produce.

An incident in Pyongyang is characteristic, where after the entry of the Americans
the workers escaped to the countryside taking with them the most valuable work tools
and machine parts, and after liberation they made pledges and on 2 January of this year,
the factory that makes parts for armaments was opened.



Apart from this, an action is being conducted among the peasantry to increase the
harvest, threshing of rice and harvesting it for the military.

Volunteer brigades are forming to repair roads. In the region of Sinuiju alone, by
the end of November of last year, the peasants collected 10,200 sacks of rice for the army,
despite the fact that they had suffered horribly as a result of military action. An action of
aid for the Chinese volunteers is also being conducted, health stations are being set up,
special female health brigades have even been created.

The 3" Plenum of the KWP Party, which took place in Kange, placed Kim 11
Sung’s speech as the most important issue. (I have no new information to add to the
previous piece of news.)

Apart from that, Pak Heonyeong gave a speech about the unity of workers’
organizations of north and south Korea. Of organizational issues, 6 members of the CC
were moved to candidates. And 9 persons, including Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs
Pak Don Co, were moved from candidates to members of the CC. Comr[ade] Pak Don
An was chosen as secretary of the party. Kuk Mo was chosen to serve as head of the
labor department and Kim Chan Chai for communications.

In Korea, they consider CC resolutions to be secret and one cannot get any
information from them. It can be seen clearly that the party is taking an increasingly
consistent and Bolshevik direction.

Kim Il Sung, in his New Year’s speech described the most immediate tasks that
stand before the Nation as:

1. Finishing the war victoriously in 1951,

2. Helping the front

3. Strengthening discipline in the rear

4. In the nearest future to rebuild the cities, villages, factories,
transportation, schools and cultural institutions in all the liberated
regions.

5. Fix the railways quickly and secure quick communications with the
front.

6. The peasantry should fight to increase the harvest.

They judge the delivery of the accreditation letters by the Ambassador of the RP
[Polish Republic] very positively.

The press is writing about the 2" World Peace Congress in Warsaw, the letter
from Premier [J0zef] Cyrankiewicz to Premier Kim Il Sung concerning the taking of
Pyongyang has been published.

Of very great importance for Korea is also the moral support of all nations
without an exception.



Now that the materials have been received, Polish issues will take up more space
here. There are still many points that | am trying to clear up, such as the peasant issue,
that of political parties, the Unified Democratic Homeland Front and issues of the
anticipated treasons by certain individuals.

| state once again that now the National Front and the party are stronger than ever
not only because of the victorious offensive, but also because of the imperialists’ amazing
barbarisms.

4. The situation of the civilian population.

The situation of the civilian population is tragic, they have no means of minimum
sustenance. The Government’s help is not yielding any effective results yet.

The Americans, like the Nazis or even better, are herding the population south.
Quick assistance is indispensable. Politically, the population is devoted to its people’s
government.

The facts about American crimes are described in the enclosed note. Issues of
Hygiene are catastrophic. The USSR has sent a mission of its Red Cross.

5. Issues of the RP Embassy [...]

St. Dodin
1% Secretary of the Embassy of the RP in Korea
Charge d’Affaires

*x k* *

DOCUMENT NO. 38
Copy N°1

TO THE CHIEF OF THE GENERAL STAFF OF THE SOVIET ARMY
GENERAL OF THE ARMY

Cde. S. M. SHTEMENKO

Attached is a brief analysis of the losses of American aircraft in Korea for 1951 with
some conclusions made on the basis of the results of immediate observation, the
interrogation of prisoners, and a study of documents.

ATTACHMENT: An analysis of the losses of American aircraft,
in five pages, to the addressee only

CHIEF MILITARY ADVISER TO THE KPA
GENERAL-LIEUTENANT



[signature] (RAZUVAYEV)

[Handwritten across the left margin: To Cdes. N. Ye. Sokolov. Show to Cdes.
Kudr[yashov], Luk'yanchenko, VVorontsov, ?, Kostenko.

Use this material in your summarization of the material [illegible signature] 8 February
1952...to Pavlovsky 8 February [illegible signature]]

LOSSES OF AMERICAN AIRCRAFT IN KOREA

The American Air Force suffered considerable losses in 1951. In analyzing these losses
one can come to the conclusion that the mastery of the Korean anti-aircraft forces and
riflemen hunters over enemy aircraft has grown immeasurably during the period of
military operations. The aircraft had previously operated with impunity and started to
encounter ever more serious resistance from ground-based air defense.

The insufficient protection of the primary targets and lines of communications by anti-
aircraft resources allowed the enemy to launch still more appreciable attacks on the deep
rear of the DPRK.

A brief analysis of the losses of American aircraft has been made for the effective
organization of air defense in the future. This analysis was compiled from available
documents and statements by captured pilots interrogated by the KNA General Staff
Intelligence Directorate.

By the end of 1951 the total number of aircraft [shot down] (mainly American) was
11[3]0, including:

B-[2]6 up to 130;
B-[3]6 up to 100;

F-51 up to 75;
F-80 up to 100;
F-84 up to 130;
F-86 up to 75;

Naval aviation of various types was over [2]60 aircraft.

up to 3 0 fighters in reserve at Japanese airfields...[Translator's note: sentence not
continued on the next page].

The American command is trying not to allow a reduction of its fleet of aircraft at the
front thanks to the timely replacement of the materiel and personnel put out of action and
also by bringing reserve units into action.



All combat subunits (with the exclusion of B-29 "Flying Fortress" aircraft based at
Kadena and Yokota) are deployed at airfields and landing strips in South Korea, and the
main group of aircraft as close as possible to the front line.

Air supremacy has provided an opportunity to make an average of 400 sorties a day and
this number reaches up to 1000 sorties on days there are active battles at the front and
heavy shipments in the rear of the KNA.

The main missions being performed by enemy aircraft in the rear of the KNA are
impacting communications, concentrations of troops in the rear, and the destruction of
railroads, dams, tunnels, depots, bridges, and other rear facilities.

The operations of the aircraft at the front directly against troops usually do not exceed
[25]% of all sorties.

Enemy aircraft encounter [their] main opposition from ground-based air defense (anti-
aircraft artillery and riflemen hunters) and partly the aircraft of the KNA and Chinese
volunteers.

From statements of 80 captured pilots interrogated during 1951 by the KNA General
Staff Intelligence Directorate it turned out that the main aircraft losses were from ground
fire and the overwhelming majority of enemy pilots state that their main fear while
airborne was not aircraft but ground fire.

Of the pilots interrogated 72 were shot down by ground fire and only eight by aircraft.
Here are some examples:

... [context lost between pages]

...Sea of Japan, having 82 aircraft on board, lost 50 aircraft in five months (from 1 June
to 1 November 1951), 15 from landing accidents and 35 from ground fire (statement of
Junior Lieutenant Terry [Clyde]).

The 136™ Air Wing (F-84 aircraft) lost 48 aircraft in the six months from June to
December 1951. The losses by month are distributed as follows:

June July August December
from ground 8 4 4 1
fire
from aircraft - - - 1

They lost 35 aircraft in September, October, and November, but in view of the fact that
captured Lieutenant ROBERT [KAMEN] (shot down on 5 December) these months was
on assignment, he does not know the causes.




The 40™ Air Wing (F-84 aircraft) lost 30 aircraft from 28 April to 17 September from
anti-aircraft artillery and not one from fighter aircraft.

The 4™ Fighter Wing (F-86 aircraft) lost eight aircraft between March to June 1951 from
KNA aircraft countermeasures.

The above facts indicate that the main losses of American aircraft to F-51, F-80, F-84,
and naval aircraft are from ground-based air defense fire. This occurs because that the
aircraft of these types operate as ground attack aircraft at low altitude but the aircraft of
the KNA and Chinese volunteers have such high flight ceilings that, in the words of the
prisoners, they present almost no danger for them.

The F-86 "Sabre" and B-[3]6 suffer small losses [Translator's note: some text lost
between pages]...this is explained by their high flight ceiling in the zone of
inaccessibility to anti-aircraft artillery but in the zone of operations of the aircraft of the
KNA and Chinese volunteers.

CONCLUSION: 1. The maximum proximity of landing strips and airfields for jet aircraft
to the front line provides them with an opportunity to stay in the air for a longer time.
They have used not only prepared airfields for this purpose but even straight stretches of
paved roads during an offensive by ground forces.

2. Having studied the tactical means of waging aerial combat with MIG-15 fighters and
their technical characteristics (operation at high altitude) American aircraft, especially F-
80 and F-84 jet fighters performing missions as ground attack aircraft have begun to
operate at altitudes of 800-600 [SIC] meters. Thus it is possible to observe MIG-15s
flying in the air at high altitude and F-80's and F-84's simultaneously operating at
medium and low altitude against ground targets.

3. The effectiveness of ground-based air defense fire against all types of aircraft,
especially when the enemy Air Force is operating at medium and low altitudes, is
confirmed by the experience of organizing combat against American aircraft in Korea.

4. The use of MZA [light anti-aircraft artillery] and large-caliber machineguns with a
high rate of fire have shown the greatest effectiveness in combating low-flying jet and
ground attack aircraft.

Medium-caliber (85 mm) anti-aircraft guns have proven themselves for shooting down
aircraft flying at medium altitude (5,000-7,000 meters).

76 mm caliber anti-aircraft artillery have not shown themselves to be of value.

MAIN MILITARY ADVISER TO THE KNA
GENERAL-LIEUTENANT

[signature] (RAZUVAYEV)



11 January 1951

[An illegible list of names
to whom this analysis is

to be passed follows,

with a date of 10 February]

DOCUMENT NO. 39

[4 May 51]

[Translator's note: some words are assumed or unavailable due to the poor quality of the
reproduction]

GENERAL CONCLUSIONS ON THE CONDITION OF THE KOREAN PEOPLE'S
ARMY

1. Based on the level of training, weapons, and the state of discipline the KNA troops are
fully fit for combat and can [perform] missions in all types of battles.

2. The organizational structure of the army developed by taking the experience of war
into account meets all the requirements imposed [on the troops] at this stage. The Korean
army has a sufficient number of trained officers. Officers, especially at the platoon-to-
regiment level, have received the necessary training and have acquired practical skills in
commanding subunits.

3. Staffs at all levels are completely fit for combat in their manning level but the
insufficient level of the theoretical training of staff officers and the lack of the necessary
experience in practical work is negatively reflected in command and control of troops in
battle and in the organization of combat training.

4. Units and formations of all troops arms have obtained great combat experience and are
introducing it into the training of newly-formed units. The personnel of infantry units
have learned to fight enemy aircraft using small-arms. The fear of aircraft has been
reduced to a considerable degree. In the experience of defensive and retreating battles and
the operations of partisan detachments they have learned to fight when surrounded and to
boldly go into the enemy rear.



5. KNA artillery can successfully handle tasks entrusted to it in all types of battle. The
low amount of equipment, control instruments, and tractors sharply reduces the combat
effectiveness of the artillery and troops on the whole.

6. Tank troops have been trained in actions in all types of battle and can perform combat
missions, but the lack of spare parts, instruments, and assemblies negatively affects the
combat readiness of the armored and mechanized forces.

7. In their organizational structure, level of training, and manning the signal troops can
support the command and control of troops in all types of battle. The great shortage of
communications equipment reduces their combat effectiveness.

8. The engineer troops have been trained to perform combat missions and can support the
operations of other troop arms in all types of battle.

9. Rear units and institutions have gained good experience and can perform any mission
to support the troops with all types of rations in the complex conditions of a combat
situation. The lack of the necessary stocks of materiel hampers the work of the rear and
negatively affects the combat activity and training of the troops.

10. The advisory staff has done and is doing much work to give appropriate assistance to
the Korean command in questions of planning and training troops, organizing coastal
defense, and providing the troops with all types of rations.

The overwhelming majority of advisers working in the armies and central directorates
have practical experience in service work [at the regimental level]. Not having the
necessary experience in large formations the advisers cannot always [measure up] when
solving the tasks with which they are faced.

The replacement of the advisory staff which has begun is proceeding [one word illegible,
possibly "calmly"], especially in army headquarters. Three senior combined-arms
advisers are needed in an army.

11. Continue the combat training of troops not directly participating in battle in order to
further increase the cohesion and combat readiness of the troops. Devote special attention
to the training of staffs at all levels. Base combat training on the teaching the operations
of troop arms in mountains taking into account the experience of the war.

12. Continue to remove shortcomings in the organization of command and control of
troops and strengthen military discipline.

ATTACHMENT: Information about the combat and numerical strength of KNA
forces (2 books)

MAIN MILITARY ADVISER



GENERAL-LIEUTENANT

[4] May 1951 [signature] (RAZUVAYEV)

[Handwritten:]

2 copies made:

Copy N° 1 - to the addressee
Copy N° 2 - to file

Drafted by Kolyakhin
Typed by Gulyaeva

N/R N° 60

DOCUMENT NO. 40
USSR MFA
10™ Department
Incoming N° 9818

Received at 0245 6 May 1951
Dispatched at 0615 6 May 1951

Special N° 662-665
CABLE
to [BEJING], to the SOVIET AMBASSADOR Copy N° 1
PRIORITY
SPECIAL
to Cde. MAO ZEDONG or ZHOU ENLAI
We have worked out our reply to the US government in response to its draft peace treaty
with Japan and have decided to deliver it to the US ambassador on Tuesday morning, 8
May. We are sending you the substance of our reply on the morning of 6 May with a

request to send your comments no later than the evening of 7 May.

The content of our reply comes down to the following:



1. We criticize the separate way of preparing a draft treaty and demand that the
preparation of the treaty be done jointly by the governments of China, the USSR, the US,
and Britain, and involving the other interested countries.

2. We demand that the treaty draft note China's undoubted right to Taiwan and the
Pescadore Islands.

3. We consider the transfer of the Japanese Ryukyu Islands and others to US control to be
incorrect.

4. We insist on a limitation on the size of the Japanese armed forces based on the
example of what was done in the peace treaty with Italy.

5. Our reply ends this way:

"Unalterably insisting on the fastest possible conclusion of a peace treaty with Japan, the
Soviet Government thinks that the peace treaty ought to be worked out on the basis of the
international agreements which were concluded between the powers during the Second
World War and that preparation of the draft treaty should be done jointly by the
governments of the US, the People's Republic of China, the USSR, and Great Britain,
involving all member countries of the Far East Commission in this matter.

Accordingly the Soviet Government proposes:

First. Convene a meeting of the Council of Ministers of Foreign Affairs composed of
representatives of the US, China, Great Britain, and the USSR in July and August 1951 in
order to begin preparation of a peace treaty with Japan, intending to involve
representatives of all the countries which participated in the war with Japan with their
armed forces in the preparatory work to draft a peace treaty with Japan in order that the
draft peace treaty be submitted for the consideration of a Peace Conference.

Second. Pursue the development of a peace treaty with Japan on the basis of the Cairo
Declaration, the Potsdam Declaration, and the Yalta Agreement, guided by the following
primary objectives:

a) Japan should become a peaceloving, democratic, independent country;

b) the population of Japan should be afforded democratic rights and the existence of such
organizations should not be allowed whose goal is the deprivation of the people's
democratic rights, whether political, military, or paramilitary, as was provided in the
peace treaty with Italy;

C) as a guarantee against the revival of Japanese militarism restrictions on the size of the
Japanese armed forces should be established in the treaty so that they do not exceed the
needs of self-defense, as was provided in the peace treaty with Italy;



d) no restrictions are imposed on Japan in the matter of the development of its civilian
economy;

e) all restrictions with respect to Japanese trade with other countries will be removed.

Third. Provide in the treaty that Japan will not join any coalition directed against any
country which participated with its armed forces in the war against militarist Japan.

Fourth. The treaty should also specify that all occupation troops are to be withdrawn from
Japanese territory no more than one year after the conclusion of the peace treaty with
Japan and that no country should have troops or military bases in Japan.

Fifth. Agree that the countries which sign the peace treaty with Japan support Japan's
admission to the United Nations.

6 May 1951 FILIPPOV [STALIN]

Telegraph when this is done.

BOGOMOLOV
Seven copies sent. am
6 May 51
Authenticated: [illegible signature]
Copies: 1- Cde. STALIN

2 - Cde. MOLOTOV

3- Cde. MALENKOV

4 - Cde. BULGANIN

5 - Cde. VYSHINSKY

6 - 10" Department

7 - Copy Cde. Zorin has seen this

DOCUMENT NO. 41
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USSR MFA

Secretariat of Cde. Zorin
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31 May 1951
USSR Embassy in the DPRK
Secret
Copy N° 1
11 May 1951
N° 93
USSR MFA
to Deputy USSR Minister of Foreign Affairs
Cde. V. A. ZORIN
[Stamp:
USSR MFA
1% Far East Department
17164
Incoming N° 1352s]
I am sending the following materials to you as an attachment:
1. A memo on the DPRK Government's economic measures in the first quarter of 1951.
2. The most important government decrees on economic issues.

3. Materials of a meeting of DPRK Ministry of Industry enterprise managers.

4. Letters and a list of commodities supplied for the DPRK by countries of popular
democracy and the People's Republic of China.

5. Materials for the promotion to the next rank of mining director 2™ r